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Civilisation would not have survived

without cultural diversity

Since the ascent of man, diversity underpinned the fabric of commu-
nities and societies that adapted its unique response to the diverse envi-
ronments in the physical and biological nature of our planet and its re-
sources. Over time and throughout history, we witnessed how the human
race developed a natural tendency to communicate his needs and to con-

vert diversity to individual and communities advantage.

Exchange of goods, services and knowledge was one of the most
powerful manifestations of that process which ushered the dawn of civilisa-
tion. What made that process feasible was perhaps the most courageous
of the human race achievements; leaming to develop a capacity for confi-

dence building and trust, the essential ingredient to overcoming natural



tendencies of fearing the intrusion of different social, economic and ethnic

practices and behaviours, as manifested in cultural diversity.

Civilisation would not have survived had it not crossed the threshold
of fear from human cultural differences and replaced it by the potential
advantages of diversity for human progress, prosperity and happiness.
History tells us so because history itself is the result of Fhat essential cul-
tural exchange between societies. Jawaharlal Nehru once said, “Culture is
widening the mind and the spirit 7, and John Abbott added that “every
ma;is ability may be strengthened or increased by culture ”. When we
multiply this across by the interaction and dialogue among cultures, the

total sum is benefits to the human race as whole.

Dr. Xu Bo is my dear friend in Shanghai Expo, always so keen and
committed for cultural dialogue in his daily contacts with international
participants. In his new book and through his unique expo perspective
and experiences, Dr. Xu Bo reminds us that cooperation without imposi-
tion but through accommodation and acceptance by freewill is the fertile
soil in which peace flourishes. I believe without the discovery of those
values, the human race would have perished long ago. We are fortunate
that common sense ruled the actions of those enlightened ones of our an-
cestry , who rejected conflicts and jealousy in preference to human inven-

tion of dialogue and understanding.

As a Career Chinese diplomat, long time serving his country abroad,

Dr. Xu Bo is very sensitive to cultural differences and in his eyes the



most powerful instrument of our civilisation is thedialogue of cultures . In
doing so he has focussed on the most potent of all instruments to conduct
such a dialogue of cultures, the World Expo, which is the ultimate and
most coherent method to conduct a dialogue of cultures as it mobilises our

total human senses in a cultural interaction of the total sum of our humani-

ty.

The Expo provides a magical capsule in space and time to bring out
the beauty and advantages of diversity in the service of our humanity.
What is more, Dr. Xu Bo has provided us with a practical tool and an
ethical road map as to the advantage and the opportunities provided by the
World Expo to promote such dialogue in a practical and pragmatic way.
The World Expo helps us to learn, not fear our differences or to jealously
guard our achievements, but share and mutually support our common

goals in the pursuit of happiness as individuals and societies.

The Shanghai World 'Expo 2010 with its theme Better Cities Better
Life is an exceptional opportunity for such an intemnational engagement.
After all, cities are the cradles of civilisations created in the pursuit of a
better life for all. The full and proactive engagement of the United Nations
in the Expo is demonstrative of the importance of the Expos’ contribution
to world peace and sustainable development. But above all, it provide for
those rare moments in history for an effective and lasting exchange of
knowledge, best practices and solutions that are developed by communi-
ties, societies and Nations on this one unique planet we all live on and

share,



This book will strengthen our natural tendencies to understanding
each other, promoting international cooperation and above all, takes us
into the new millennium with the advantage of knowing how better, and in
what ways, we can accelerate this important dialogue for a more harmoni-
ous world within diverse societies. My engagement in the Shanghai World
expo has been a tremendous journey on the path of such noble cause on

which Dr. Xu Bo lights up remarkable and essential path to pursue.

Dr. Awm Behnam
Assistant Secretary General
United Nations Commissioner General, Expo 21010

President International Ocean Institute

Geneva, March 2010
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