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Preface
by Li Wei

1. A brief history of the discovery, research and publication of Tangut scripts

One century after the destruction of the flourishing Tang dynasty (618-907), in northwest China there raised a
tribe of Tanguts, which used to operate on the Sichuan-Tibet grasslands. In the year of 1038, Yuanhao made
himself emperor and founded a state named Great Xia, which was known as Xixia by historians. The Xixia
state, taking Xingqing Prefecture (or Zhongxing Prefecture later, now Yinchuan City of Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region) as its capital, had a vast territory of Ningxia, Gansu, northern Shaanxi, western Inner-
Mongolia and eastern Qinghai. The state was governed by ten emperors successively and lasted 190 years in
sum. It stood tripartited among Northern Song and Liao dynasties in its early period and among Southern
Song and Jin in its late one, thus in ancient China there formed a complicate and delicate aspect of “New

Three Kingdoms” .

Culture undertaking was well-developed in this state. Early before the establishment of Xixia, its founder, the
emperor Yuanhao ordered Yeli Renrong to formulate a set of scripts presenting Tangut language, which was
called “Barbarian Script” at that time and “Xixia Script” or “Tangut Script” in later ages. From then on,
Tangut and Chinese script were current simultaneously in the state. The Xixia court invented a kind of
splendid arts by laying stress on both the traditional Tangut culture and culture from other nationalities,
especially those from China and Tibet. The court advocated both Confucianism and Buddhism, translating
thousands of sutras into Tangut and established lots of monasteries. But until large amount of Xixia culture
relics and writing materials were discovered in the early 20th century, Xixia used to have been a mysterious

Kingdom with a confusing history, for it was stated too briefly in Chinese official chronicles.



