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Preface

Great Masterpieces Created in Great Era

—Written in the Golden Age of Chinese Interior Design

Thirty years of Chinese Design

A zigzag and arduous development history
A splendor demonstrating achievement of several generations of people in design area

A glory and dream covering the language and wisdom about Chinese design

Thirty—three figures in interior design

Backbones of passing on Chinese interior design art
Olympic delegation representing the level of Chinese interior design
Classic works connecting Chinese interior design and international counterpart

Vanguards paving the way leading Chinese interior design to world

“City is the container of culture.” , said by Lewis Mumford, an American sociologist and urban planner. With thousands years of cultural history, what stance
should the city take to contain the culture? After 30 years of rapid development in Chinese interior design, let us stop a while and have a retrospect. Thirty—three
famous designers inspire thinking of each other with their masterpieces and produce a resonance. Thirty years of painstaking exploration, splendid
accomplishment, unremitting passion in design, all of them are bursting forth through the CIDF as a platform. Regardless old or young, well-known designers

are joining hands in promoting the development of Chinese interior design with hearts close to each other and the dream to fly higher and farther.
Over 60 years since the founding of the PRC, China has achieved a remarkable development and vigor of Chinese design has been displayed. As a kind of

reflection art, design has been witnessing and playing a role in tremendous change of Chinese history. Summarily, we stand by Chinese design and keep
endeavoring in its promotion. Just also this kind of firm design spirit encourages us in experiencing the 60 years of ups and downs in Chinese design. From the
point of view of one—dimensional time, nowadays will eventually become history; however, excellent designs do remind us of deconstruction, reconstruction,
post—-modern and Pop art---. That means the artistic expressions are as many as the ways to understand history. To treasure up history through design, the
contemporary designers offer the significant dedications beyond times. Through the latest cutting—edge designs, the thirty—three interior designers showcase
highlights in the 60 years of history of Chinese design. Wish the era aspiration and design ideas to resonate you and me with a marvelous strength. Let us strive

to create and innovate in the golden age of Chinese interior design. Great masterpieces are bound to be created in great era!

China International Design & Art Fair
November, 2009
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UPS AND DOWNS, SPRINGS AND AUTUMNS WITH DESIGN INDUSTRY
——SIXTY YEARS OF CHINESE INTERIOR DESIGN
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Last year marks the 60th anniversary of New China, over the sixty years the Chinese
interior design has had a difficult, confusing and tortuous development course. Today,
as indicated by survey data, the Chinese interior design starts to  “rally” . Some
insiders have predicted that after reshuffle and reconstruction in 2008, the interior
design will step into a mature development period. Reviewing the sixty years of
development of Chinese interior design industry, we can be proud because the interior
design has become the most promising industry in China. Even in the world, the
progress of Chinese interior design is the fastest. However, there are many problems
that must be faced in the development of the industry, such as “effect drawing
wars” , appearance of “guerrillas” , frequent personnel mobility, etc. After summing
up the sixty years of development of Chinese interior design, we can divide the sixty
years into four stages with distinctive features, cultures and essences: budding
stage(1949-1953), stagnation stage(1953-1977), catch-up stage(1977-1999), and
all-round development stage ( since the beginning of 21st century). The four stages
have characteristics, cultures, essences related to the times. Let’ s share the design

inspiration and memory resonance !

Budding stage: 1949 — 1953

In fact, as early as a few thousand years ago, the human began to “Creating paddle
after seeing fin, netting learnt from spider” , which should be regarded as the first
design “activity” ! Since understanding construction, the human started to decorate
and beautify their homes consciously or unconsciously. However, over a few thousand
years, little progress has been made in terms of Chinese interior design while the
development of Chinese architectural art is marvelous. The situation had not been
significantly improved in the years after the founding of the PRC. But with the
development of economy and satisfaction of subsistence problem, Chinese people
begin to pursue the high quality of life, and the interior decoration has been becoming
a strong demand. Under these conditions, modern interior design has been spawned

out and began to sprout.
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After the founding of New China, under all prerequisites to realize its political ideals,
China entered the trail period. From emulating the Soviet Union to implementing
planned political and economic system, from economic reform to creating new
models and carrying out frequent campaigns, from contending of hundreds schools
to Great Leap Forward, China in that era is full of fighting spirit and ideals, striding
forward with a fearless attitude. From the world—wide point of view, it takes only a half
century from the appearance of modern interior design up to now, and then Chinese
interior design had not yet been so strong with relatively simple design style.
Nevertheless, affected by Soviet experts helping China in construction, retro tendency
in Chinese interior design of that time emerged, which also can be deemed as a
vitality in that monotonous interior design. As found by us, the Chinese modern interior
design initially attached great importance to “studying” from the West, which is
another important reason for why the Chinese interior design could make quick

progress after a few thousands years of silence.

Stagnation Stage: 1953-1977

At that time, the interior design was merely a sporadic and individual practice. From
1953 to 1977, the Chinese modern interior design had been falling into a long period of
stagnation. Around the country, the Chinese people were not so rich and the market
demand was not strong enough. On the other hand, the construction industry close to
modern interior design did not develop adequately, so there was no stage for the

interior designers to "flex muscles".

After mid—-1950s, the development of Chinese interior design had a 20—year stagnation
period. This phenomenon is closely related to the socio—economic development. The
emerging of modern interior design can not just be explained by need-hierarchy theory
of Maslow, but also by a simple principle of political economy, i.e. “Consumption
depends on and affect production” . The rise and fall of any industry is not able to
change out of the “essence” . The essence is the relation between production and
consumption, so that the development of interior design also is inseparable from the

market economy.

Look at the Chinese building interior design from the salute projects for the tenth anniversary of

the National Day

In September 1958, in order to mark the tenth anniversary of National Day, Zhang Kaiji
and other 30-odd designers completed design work of ten large-scale buildings,
including the Great Hall of the People, the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, the Museum of
the Chinese Revolution, the new Beijing Railway Station, the Cultural Palace of
Nationalities, the National Agricultural Exhibition Center, the Chinese Military History
Museum, Workers’ Stadium, Minzu Hotel,Prime Hotel. As said by Zhang Kaiji, the
projects were being designed, surveyed and constructed synchronously, which was a

history challenge facing the Chinese building design and interior design.
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Catch-up Stage: 1977-1999

Clearly grasp the pulse of the times: the Chinese interior design in 1970s, 1980s and

1990s— track of evolution

In 1978, China launched the reform and opening up while the modern interior design
returned to the right track. Initiated from tourist buildings, commercial buildings and
residential buildings, the interior design saw a robust growth. After 1983, with the
increase of interior design tasks, some building decoration associations or societies
established in a row, many universities also set up design major, and a group of
professional interior designers began to appear. At the same time, decoration
companies mushroomed across China. According to statistics, by the end of 1995,
China had as many as 65000 decoration enterprises with 4 millions of employees. In
order to enhance the standardized administration, in August that year, the Ministry of
Construction promulgated the “Regulations on Building Decoration Management” .
In addition to rapid economic growth, in that period, the advanced design concepts
and professional standards in Europe , the United States and other developed
countries began to influence China. Foreign designers had come to China one after
another with many stunning works, and provided wonderful learning opportunities for
us. Under that influence, a variety of schools of Chinese interior design had come out

when China began the catch-up stage following the West.

After the reform and opening up, the Chinese interior design underwent the first round
of development peak. Especially professional design talents served as a little capital for
China to pursue the West. Though the majority of them still had not received basic
education of the major, they were pursuing similarities in form, indulging in patchworks
without originality while designing in Chinese cultural style or imitating foreign genres,
which is also a long—time problem plaguing the Chinese interior design. Moreover, the
blind pursuit of sumptuousness is also been criticized afterwards. Nevertheless, the
achievement in first twenty years after reform and opening up deserved praise. And the

“tuition” in that period is valuable as well. After experiencing immature and imperfect

catch-up stage, the Chinese interior design began to shine with new vitality.

In 1970s, houses in China have a uniform style with same apple green interior walls and

cement floors.

in 1980s —— top 10 buildings in 1980s, either building

exteriors or interior designs are more diversified than 1970s, such as ceiling overlaid

“Luxurious decoration”

with wood grained paper, walls wrapped with silk cloth upper and synthetic board
lower, and wall lamp with plastic head. Totally, they are KTV private rooms in a rural

“w

town. This kind of decoration style in those days was very “in” and seen as

high—grade things.
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Characteristics in 1990s —— top buildings in 1990s. The application of world-level
design theories and retro trend of nationalism gave more contents to Chinese building
and interior design. The most typical aspects included big plastic flower-style
chandelier, then between balcony and living room, and above heating radiator, partition

bar table or multi—-compartment shelf stocked with books, vases and so on.

Modern ——diversified styles. Simple and fashionable, deluxe with taste, distinctive

showing temperament; few large ceiling, with simple wall, beautiful fireplace---

All-round Development Stage: Since the beginning of 21st Century

Entering the new century, as the launch of the reform of China’ s urban land use
system and the acceleration of housing commercialization, the decoration industry was
facing a new opportunity for development, and interior design also hailed the “golden
period” of development. Nowadays, the interior design no longer merely gratifies
demand for a certain function, such as pursuit of elegance, fashion, individuality,
environmental protection or ethnic characteristics, but also becomes a “sunrise
industry” on the grounds of integration and promotion by modern marketing.

In the new century, people’ s lifestyles have undergone tremendous changes, for

instance, more non—professionals can also “fighting on paper” via network; various
design ideas are unprecedented active; numerous design contests are prevalent; the
interior design has got attention unusually. Meanwhile, with the scientific and
technological development, thanks to improvement of a variety of new materials and
new construction technologies, many new forms of Chinese modern interior design
culture have been created. At present, the issue facing the Chinese interior design is
how to realize large—scale and industrialized operations, and how to shape our own
advantageous brands, so that the overall level of the Chinese interior design can be
updated. Furthermore, our industry also desires a group of international-famous

Chinese design masters.

Coming into 21st century, the emergence of Beijing top 10 new creative buildings, rapid
growth of China’ s economy, continuous improvement of China’ s economic strength,
all these factors enable China to become the paradise for building interior designers all
over the world to realize their design dreams. Also, many discussions about application
of New Deconstruction and other fresh building concepts are beneficial for designers
to continuously seek the balance point between art and function, and encourage more
and more domestic and foreign interior designers to walk into art palace of the Chinese
interior design, leading to emergence of interior design big names generation after

generation.

China International Design & Art Fair
China Building Decoration Association
November, 2009
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The height of design
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Over 60 years of splendid development of New China and 30 years of opening up and reform, quite a large number of

outstanding interior designers have emerged, and the cultivation mechanism of excellent designers in area of building

decoration has been set up as well. The “Top 33 Portfolio of Interior Design” is just the reflection and representative of this

outstanding design group. | hope they, as the backbones in Chinese interior design, could encourage more and more young
designers to grow up.

——NMa Tinggui, Chairman of China Building Decoration Association

—REBETER. SENBREHEZENRFHRITIHEEERX, PEEREHTY B —KHA
HOBFTFERITHESRNFH, ESH—RRITEES, P ENA. ENERMELEET “KIF
&7 QKE, BE(ERRIT=+Z) EBEBNMITER. REEREETR,
R FEERERDREISK
First-class city architecture and superior building decoration always are in close relation to excellent designers. In Chinese
building decoration industry, a large number of prominent young designers are worth our pride and should be studied by new
generation of designers. Some of them and their works have reached the level of ‘master’. | hope the “Top 33 Portfolio of
Interior Design” may serve to spread their design thoughts and wonderful works.

—— Xu Peng, Vice-chairman of China Building Decoration Association
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