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ABSTRACT

Aiming to synchronically make a comprehensive,deeply and systematic
study of Liang-he Atsang , a language of Burmese Branch, Tibeto-Burman
Group, Sino-Tibetan Family,this dissertation covers its phonological system,
word-building ,loans,word classes, and syntactic system on the basis of the
description framework of referrenc grammar.This dissertation mainly consists of
ten chapaters.

Chapter One.Preface.Serving as an introduction,this part offers the
designing of the present dissertation, covering the object, significance ,
data-collecting of the studyetc.A short description of the Lianghe
Atsang-speaking nationality and a brief picture of the present situation of
language use of the Lianghe Atsang are at the same time included. A
looking-back of past linguistic researches on the language is also mentioned.

Chapter Two .Phonological System. This part mainly decribes the
phonological system of Lianghe Atsang.The main contents include consonants,
vowels, tonic types and syllable canon. Phonological processes including
syllabic addition, syllabic reduction, assimilation and tonic variation are also
tentatively covered.

Chapter Three. Word Formation and Loading Words.This chapter makes a
presentation of word-building process of the language, namely, compounding
and affixation. Meanwhile, the rthythmic types of tetra-syllables are exhaustively
concluded with a large number of examples. The chapter ends with a short
inventory of loans (mainly from Chinese and Dai etc. ) of the language.

Chapter Four.Part of Speech.This part focuses on the word-classes of the
language, including noun, pronoun, numeral, classifier, adjective, verb,
adverb, conjunction, auxiliary particl and exclamation respectively, with
special attention to their grammatical functions and peculiar syntactic
behaviors,if any.Taking verb for example,such phenomina as verb-noun

homogeneity, grammatical aspects, grammatical voice are given sufficient
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observation and description.As for adjective,attention is paid to adjectival
reduplication (both lexical and syntactic),grammatical voice ,etc.To give a
whole and plausible list of the auxiliary particle of the language is really a
tough job for its large member on the one hand and its semantic complexity
on the other hand.

Chapter Five .Phrasal Structure. In this part, the phrasal structure of
Lianghe Atsang is divided into eight categories,of which the syntactic relations
are mentioned.Attention is also paid to internal relations governed by semantic
and phonological rules in parallel phrases.

Chapter Six.Syntactic Constituent. The syntactic constituents in sentences
of Lianghe Atsang are approached both from syntactic and semantic ways.

Chapter Seven. Simple Sentences. This part is another large-scale chapter
in which Special energy and attention are paid to the analysis and descpription
of the main clause types. At the very end of the chapter,sufficient space is
contributed to the study of four syntactic structure types, namely,topic
structure, lingking-verb structure, existentials and comparative syntactic
structure .

Chapter Eight. Complex Sentences. This part gives a full description on the
complex sentences of the target language from the viewpoint of the semantic
relations.This chapter also also makes an in-depth analysis on the various
connective means.

Chapter Nine. Syntactic Mood. This chapter gives a full descriptiong on
declarative sentences, interrogative sentences, exclamatory sentence and
imperative sentences from the form, tone and semantic perspective.

Chapter Ten .Conclusion. This chapter includes a brief overview of the
main points of the dissertation, innovation, inadequate research as well as future
research directions.

A long corpus(Appendix 1), grammartical phrases (Appendix II) .,
grammartical sentences(Appendix I1I) and classified words (Appendix V), and
are presented at the end of the dissertation.

The significance of this dissertation is mainly as followed: (1) providing
valuable reference for the in-depth study to the grammar of Lianghe Atsang in
the future. (2) providing authentic and practical information for the Sino-Tibetan
language typology; (3) providing a description frame for the other languages,
especially those of the same language branches. In this dissertation, the
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integrated use of the field investigation, description, statistics and other research

methods are used comprehensively.

KEY WORDS Lianghe Atsang, reference grammar, part of speech,
phrasal structure, syntactic constituent, simple sentences, complex sentences,

syntactic mood
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