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Company: Centrala Design Approach
Designer: Jakub Szczesny
Written in Poland on Jan.20th,2010

When coming back from our international study trips to France, Spain, Germany and
Finland to our home country, we, three future members of Centrala, have understood
that we could hardly accept the dysfunctional, chactic Polish reality of that time. We
saw our city's public domain's grayness contrasted with cheap aesthetic codes of
new economy.

This is when we decided that, rather than wanting to immediately build, as most of
our faculty colleagues desired to, we wanted to evaluate, envision, and shape our
surrounding through critical and constructive approach. Neither blind nostalgia of
ideal social modernism nor as blind belief in values brought by new, wild capitalism
seemed interesting as overall optics. We decided on excavating our common Polish
modernist past, bring its rejected values up, like in case of forgotten treasures of
vanguard architecture from 60ties and 70ties and make its interpretation for the
future, as well as building new ideas out of extra architectural elements treated as
equal particles along with purely architectural references.

Another basic decision was the one of having a luxury of choosing clients ourselves,
which came after several frustrating, year-long processes based on forced interaction
with people we couldn't understand or appreciate. As Francois Gruson, one of our
French professors guoted: * the basic knowledge of an architect as service-provider
is to be able to throw its client down from the stairs”, which once seemed shocking
to us but soon became a necessary principle. We've also fast understood that if our
intellectual product is very different from medium market service, it has to be properly

and widely presented, so our potential clients, starting with private and finishing with
NGOs or public sector representations, would know before getting in contact with
us what is actually that we can offer. This way we've avoided a constant repetition of
pastiche commissions.

From our point of view, an interesting person as client is crucial in successful design:
understanding somebody's psychological landscape and needs requires a lot of time
and attention spent in a studio, bar or a chat during a park walk.One of the pit-falls of
our generation was the urgency of building and specially building BIG.

Our cities became residual spaces of organically growing large-scale monsters made
out of mental laziness, lack of time and cheap technologies.

Meanwhile, we understood we love to deal with any scale, from a matchbox, through
a room or a size-of-a-house structure, to a park, settlement or lake even. Can one
shape the void of a steep, granite valley encompassing a Norwegian fjord? We
believe it's possible and that one doesn't need building techniques to synchronize
spaces or events.
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Dupll.Casa

-House near Ludwigsburg, Germany
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Dupli.Casa®l| & —

: Juergen Mayer H., Georg Schmidthals, Thorsten Blatter, Simon Takasaki, Andre Santer,
Sebastian Finckh #FAETH / 569F A%k  EE444L / K . MO, AR, INSIREEL
15520 / David Franck
>
Designers: Juergen Mayer H., Georg Schmidthals, Thorsten Blatter,
Simon Takasaki, Andre Santer, Sebastian Finckh
Total Built Area: 569 n'
Main Material: Wood Panelling, Plaster, Parquet Flooring,
Aerated Concrete with Plaster, Glass
Photographer: David Franck
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The geometry of the building is based on the footprint oi the house that
previousl Ic | on the >, Originally built in 1984 and with many
extensions and modifications since then, the new building echoes the

“family archaeology” by duplication and rotation.
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1. footprint of family archeology

: upper level
: ground level
: garden level

concept
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2. extension by duplication and rotation

3. smooth modifications



Spatial Concept

Movement and Circulation
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121184 / Noel Robinson ZHRBRAE

Company: Noel Robinson Architects Pty Ltd
Designer: Noel Robinson

Riparian Plaza, Brisbane, Australia

Apartment was designed to complement the building's
curved exterior and to make the most of the jaw-
dropping panoramic views, which encompass the
span of the Storey Bridge across to Moreton Bay
Island and everything in-between. An open 60 sgm
balcony with French limestone tiles arcs around the
apartment with full-length glass sliding doors leading to
the living room and master bedroom.

Such remarkable vista can be enjoyed from various

%11l / Noel Robinson It /

Project Location: 4802 / 71 Eagle Street,

AR, B, ME71S, = 15480253

vantage points, including each of the three bedrooms
and from the freestanding Philippe Stark bath in the
master bedroom ensuite. Here, large mirrors take
full advantage of the natural light and are positioned
to reflect the views. A separate green opague glass
cubicle hides the toilet and bidet. Simple, subtle
aesthetics are cornerstones of minimalism and this
is borne out in a number of carefully concealed
elements.






