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The Wild Swans at Coole
The trees are in their autumn beauty,
The woodland paths are dry,
Under the October twilight the water
Mirrors a still sky;
Upon the brimming water among the stones

Are nine-and-fifty swans.
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According to W. H. Auden, the minor poet may spend a lifetime

writing similar poems, but the major poet “continues [ to mature] until

he dies so that, if confronted by two poems of his of equal merit but
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written at different times, the reader can immediately say which was
written first. ” Few poets measure up to Auden’s standard more fully
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