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Hei Shing’s new work “POP-UP LONDON: exploring the secret of Book
Arts” articulates a rich moment of international dialogue and development in

the book arts.

At the recent “Hybrid Book” conference in Philadelphia Hedi Kyle spoke of
experimentation with book structures as a way of thinking. Gunnar Kaldewey
spoke of collaborations with Asian writers, and his concept of “global book” .

Hei Shing’ s work combines these approaches. His series: “Moon. Under.

Alone. Drink: flower, liquor, moon, shadow, myself,” thoughtfully explores

cross-cultural experience, materiality and structure. Through rigorous design

processes that knowingly combine Eastern and Western traditions to translate

and to deconstruct, Hei Shing moves from personal experience into wider,

global concerns.

This book is an invaluable resource for all students and practitioners of the

book arts.

Susan Johanknecht
Course Leader

MA Book Arts

Camberwell College of Arts

University of the Arts London
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| welcome Hei Shing’ s book as addition to the cannon of book art. He uses the
book form to express his own experience, a place for his personal story.

After acceptance students from all over the world find themselves sitting around
a table in a seminar room in Camberwell College of Arts. They do this because

at that moment in time they have found the book and they want to explore their
own interest in the genre. At that point every student believes the course has
been written for him or her personally so the debate between the cohort is an
essential element of the course. Hei Shing brought an energy, which managed to
connect many of the strands the book form explores and present a rich landscape

of possibilities.

The overseas student is often struck by the culture shock that is London. The
city is one of the most cosmopolitan cross cultural experiences in the world. For
a student it can be a lonely place but there is always inspiration around the next
corner. Hei Shing brought a fresh perspective to London— using his graphic skills

to map the areas which interested him.
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Hei Shing’ s outlook on life brought a fresh viewpoint to every seminar. The
course initially deconstructs the idea of book, looking at the function of book,

its social, historical and political contexts alongside the individual, physical
components that make up the book. Hei Shing constantly reinvented the book for

himself and his fellow students.

My specific role on the course is exploring the potential of the book through a
concept | call bookness—ideas connected to or derived from the book; sequence,
image, text, order, the control of spaces in time. Hei Shing gave me new ways of
thinking of book, which | have incorporated into the work | do and the way | think
and | thank him for that.

Les Bicknell

Course Tutor

MA Book Arts

Camberwell College of Arts

University of the Arts London
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