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I still find it difficult to belief that this book is now in print.
Early in 1993 I had a dream and wish to review my past work
and produce a book on them. At least I can then throw away
all those drawings and files and clear away some much
needed storage space in the office. At that time I was a little
"lost" in my design approach and feel like "standing in the
cross road". 1hope by reviewing my past, it can throw some
light for the future. I then discussed my idea with Mr. Chu
Joe Ming, my architect friend in Taipei. He not only gave me
great encouragement but also suggested the name of the
book to be "Recollections". Although 1 have edited several
books & magazines concerning architectural design and
written several papers, I have not written a book. At the
same time I was not sure I can get support from a publisher
nor will there be anyone interested in my work. Therefore
the idea remained a dream until mid 1996 when the
Heilongjiang Science and Technology Press forwarded to me
a book called "Creativity and Realization" by Prof. Peng
Yigang being one of the books in a series called "Creativity
and Realization of the famous contemporary Chinese
Architects" together with a letter of invitation to me to write
a book on my work which will form part of the series.
Unfortunately I was a little busy at the time and I suggested
to them to discuss this further in a few months' time.
However by July last year I have not heard further from them.
During the intervening period I received two books from my
friends Mr. Chen Shi Min and Cheng Taining on their own
work. These books gave me great encouragement. I decided
to make a start on the book in July last year. In order to
ensure that each page is properly laid out, I have decided to
do the pasting up myself. In the last 20 years, I normally
spent an average of 12 hours per day in my work.
Therefore after starting on the book for three months, [
already have a first draft consisting of some three hundred
odd pages. The annual architectural forum founded jointly
by Mr. Yang Yong Sang and I in 1995 was scheduled to take
place in Chongging on the 15th October. I decided to take
the first draft to Chongqing and discuss with Yong Sang
about publication. Luckily both Yong Sang and eventually
the Architectural& Building Press agreed to publish the
book. At the end I felt that Joe Ming's suggested book title
was a little bit "matter of fact". It so happened that my good
friend and calligraphy teacher Lin Yue Xing and his wife
were visiting us on the eve of the 5th day of the lunar new
year. I showed him the second draft of the book and asked

e

R

him to suggest a title. Luckily he suggested "the Dream in
Reality" which was exactly what I wanted. After dinner I
asked him to write the title for me with ink and brush. I felt
that "Despite a long hard search with worn soles, the title
was found by the drop of a hat". Yue Xing is well versed in
literary matters and also writes beautiful calligraphy. His
suggested title was like a drop of water in the dessert. It
brought colourful reality to my "dream". I am also
particularly indebted to the Heliongjiang Science and
Technology Press for their earlier invitation to me for
writing the book which prompted me to make my dream come
true.

In the beginning I spent a lot of time in deciding on the
contents of the book as my interest is rather broad. Other
than architecture, I am also interested in art, photography,
painting, antique collecting, professional institutional work,
community work, academic research and architectural
education etc. I consider these interests closely related to
architecture and in fact, are essential "vitamins" of
architectural design. Therefore what is recorded here is
thirty years of foundation work. In the course of writing
this book, I had the opportunity to review my past work. I
feel that everyone should do the same at appropriate time so
that a direction can be found for the future and one would
not blindly march forward as " reviewing the past brings
knowledge of the future". Only in this way one can enjoy a
rewarding life.

I would like to thank my staff- Edward Wong, Peter Leung,
Peter Wong, Candy Lau, Lai Long, Wong Chi Fung and Zoyee
Lai for their devoted hard work despite the difficult time we
are having. Their efforts assisted me in realizing my dream.
I would also like to thank Yong Sang for correcting my chinese
text. Finally I would like to thank my wife Ellie who has
"for better or worse" spent the last twenty odd years with
me and my children, Justin, Marissa, Geoffrey, Vanessa &
Serena for their understanding and support, without which
my dream will not have come true.

Ronald C. Y. Poon
February 1999

at Shao Ting Fan Lau,
Hong Kong.
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I was born in Hong Kong in 1942, during the Japanese
occupation. My ancestors came from Fujian Province in
China and settled in Panyu District in Guangdong Province
in 1776 during the forty first year of the reign of the Qing
Emporor Qianlong. My home village is now part of Hai Zhu
District in Guangzhou City. At 16 I was sent to school in
England by my late father. That is one of the reasons why
my written Chinese is not as good as it should be.
Fortunately my late father arranged to have a home tutor
during my primary school days to teach us on classical
chinese. Up to now I can still recite the Ode to
Righteousness by Wen Tian Zheng. After graduation in
1968, I returned to Hong Kong and started my working life
at the monthly salary of HK$1,800. Luckily with the help
of a relative I was able to rent a big room for my wife and
child for HK$500 and used the remaining HK$1,300 to
support the family. My late father did not give me any
subsidy. There are some colleagues who mistakenly thought
that I came from a very rich family and can survive even
without working ever since I started practicing. However
only I would know the pain after losing so many potential
clients because of that insinuation. One works not only to
earn some money but, most importantly, to serve the
community so that our parent's and teacher's efforts are not
1n vain.

In the summer of 1958 I took the boat to England via Italy.
In the beginning I took some lessons in English and in
September I went to a boarding school in the County of
Somerset in the south west of England. There I spent two
severe winters. In the autumn of 1960 I was accepted by
the Poole College of Art. At that time I wanted to be an
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artist. After one term, I applied and was accepted by the
famous Bournemouth College of Art to continue my studies.
In the art college 1 was interested in nude drawings and
ceramics. However after a while I felt that the life at the art
college was too relaxing and wasteful and even though I
might become a successful artist, the benefit to the society
would be limited. 1liked to take up a profession which could
directly benefit the society. At that time my god father was
an architect in Singapore and perhaps because of that1
decided to take up architecture.

What followed was one year in London studying subjects
that were required for entry into architectural schools. In
the summer of 1962, I was accepted by the Architectural
Association School of Architecture. As early as 1961, 1
started collecting cuttings from magazines and newspapers
and pasted them in scrapbooks. This habit has been
maintained to the present day and I have by now
accumulated near to 20 such scrapbooks. The scrapbooks
are like a pictorial diary, recording my interests at the
time. One can see from the early scrapbooks the materials
are full of spirit of youth eager to learn. Unfortunately the
material in the later scrapbooks reflect a weakness of middle
age man full of photographs taken with well known
personalities and newspaper articles about myself. Luckily
the more recent scrapbooks now contain matters of academic
interests and of youthful spirits. I left for England. in the
summer of 1958 and returned to Hong Kong for the first
time in the summer of 1962 for a holiday. The hot summer
and the good news that I have been accepted by the AA
School led me to buy a few pots of household paints and
painted several large abstract paintings and portraits. I
considered that at least I had been an artist for a short time.
People commented that my paintings were influenced by
Jackson Pollock and chinese landscape paintings. (see page
193)

After studying four years in the architectural school, my
tutor suggested that I took a year out and recommended that
I start work at Austin Smith/Salmon/Lord Partnership. In
that office I did some medium rise housing design. After
two months I left and went to work in the Architect's
Department, London Borough of Haringey. I was put into a
team of four people responsible for the design of some low
rise housing projects and shopping centres. This was my
only time spent in a government office to date. During that
time there were two unforgetable matters. One was that ev-
eryday at 11:30 am. and 3:00 pm..the compulsory tea break
took place and the other was that everyone must leave by
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