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Jades Unearthed from the Areas of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei

Yu Ping and Chang Suxia

For thousands of years, our predecessors in the areas of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei lived a rich life on fertile
land, worked hard, and created a brilliant ancient civilization, leaving posterity with a rich and multi-faceted
cultural heritage. One of the most brilliant stars of this cultural heritage is the ancient art of working jade.

I. Beijing Area

Archaeological data of Shang and Zhou eras include representative jades from a Shang tomb at Liujiahe in
Pinggu and from Western Zhou tombs within the State Yan cemetery. In 1977, a group of ritual and pendant
ornaments were uncovered from the Shang tomb at Pinggu'. One jade axe, measuring 14.6 cm long, unused,
with a straight and flat blade, polished to a sheen, most likely served as an insignia of royal military power.

During the 1960’s, excavations began at State Yan cemetery of Western Zhou period, and subsequent seasons
of excavation continued to reveal jades, including ritual insignia and ornaments as the primary objects®>. Orna-
ments were created in simple and descriptive objects. Types include disks (bi), arc-shaped pendants (huang),
and small pointed pendants (xi) that form groups of suspended ornaments, in addition to others in the shapes
of animal faces, tortoises, tigers and deer. In the 1990’s, during the third season of excavations at the Yan capital,
jade plugs (han) in the shape of ring (huan), birds and cicadas were found in the mouth of the deceased. Al-
though the use of jade as mouth plugs first appears during the later phases of the Neolithic, bird and cicada
types are rarely seen and not before the Western Zhou period.

Few jades have been unearthed in the Beijing area from the Spring and Autumn through Warring States
periods. With the Han, a certain number of jades are known from burials at Dabaotai and Laoshan. Especially
noteworthy are the richest find of jades, occurring in 1974 that belong to two royal burials of Western Han Prince
of Guangyang® at Dabaotai, Fengtai. Forty-six jades, including huang, openwork pieces, feline dragon
ornaments, huan, and bi were unearthed from Tomb No.1 and the 31 jades unearthed from Tomb No.2, include
the openwork dragon ornament, dancing figurines, and small xi were particularly beautifully worked, and may
be recognized as national treasures of the Han period.

Few jades are known from excavations in the Beijing area representing Wei-Jin through Sui-Tang times. The
only jade discovered was a set of jade inscribed tablets, in 1980 from a Tang tomb at Wangzuoxiang, Fengtai*.
After examination and analysis, it is very evident that this tomb belongs to Shi Siming, the military leader of the
“ Anshi Rebellion.” Forty-four jade tablets, only eight of which are complete, with some broken, created out of
marble, were found in the earthen fill of the tomb. The tablets measure 28.4 to 28.6 cm long by 2.8 to 3.2 cm
wide, and 1.2 to 2.1 cm thick. Top and bottom margins measure 1.5 cm and each is pierced horizontally with a
hole for stringing together. The characters are incised, filled with gold in running script in 11 rows and total 252
in number.

Beijing proper was under minority control during the Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties®. In 1974, a Jin stone
chamber burial with a rich number of jades was unearthed at Changgouyu coalmine in Fangshan. The burial
contained five stone coffins belonging to a clan and in the middle one, 11 jades were discovered, including a U-
shaped hairpin, a bracelet, huan, a phoenix-shaped ornament, openwork pair of cranes ornament, and floral-
shaped ornament.

In 1272, the 9th year of the Zhiyuan reign period under Emperor Kublai, when Yanjing was first occupied by
the Mongolians as the capital, a Jade Bureau was also created for purposes of designing and crafting royal
house ritual pendants and ornamental jades. An outstanding example of the royal jades is the urn (weng)
known as “Dushan Dayuhai” which is preserved in the so-called Circular Walled City (Tuancheng) at the
southeast corner of the present-day Beihai Park. Outside of the latter, a floral and plant decorated box-style ink-
warming stand was unearthed from the Nanyuan in Fengtai District. Lovely Yuan style jades have also been
unearthed from site remains at the Yuan capital, in the form of a female’s belt ornament, and from remains in
the Haidian area of Beijing, in the form of a human and animal decorated ornament. A complete set of 20 jades
belonging to a belt of first-class quality jade and workmanship was unearthed in 1961 in the Haidian area. Ten
of these plaques feature in relief humans dancing with a lion. The human wears a pointed cap, narrow sleeve
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short tunic, long and pointed boots, and dances with a lion, lively positioned and moving in expression. Six
pieces are peach in outline shape and feature either a dancing figure or lion. Four small long pieces are carved
with ruyi (good luck symbol) cloud motifs. The rendering is novel and the execution refined in reflecting the
spirit and style of the Mongol people who occupied the Central Plains.

Representing the Ming Dynasty are 51 jades inlaid with gold, unearthed from burials of Ming Emperor Wanli
and his two empresses Xiaoduan and Xiaojing®. Those representing the Qing era include a jade vase, a cup and
papilionaceous flower-shaped ornament from a burial at Xiaoxitian in the western suburbs of Beijing”. In
considering the old collection of jades belonging to the imperial house, these jades have tremendous variety and
use, with new types represented that are unknown earlier. Itis difficult to account for all the refined jades
created during the imperial Ming and Qing periods. Many have been collected over generations from large
cities of Qing date, and are refined and exquisite due to the love of the imperial house for this type of art. The
quality of the stone and workmanship make one sigh with ecstatic pleasure. It can be said that the imperial
workshops of Qing period reached a peak in the evolution of jade-working and left to posterity an unprec-
edented rich and varied art.

I1. Tianjin Area

Tianjin City, neighboring the Bohai and northeast of the Huabei Plain, although historically and culturally rich
with remains, excavated jades are few. The earliest jades unearthed, are those in the form of slit rings and
spoons, discovered at the Neolithic site of Niudaokou, Baodi County®. A rather small number of small-scale
ornamental stone and jade tubes and beads were also unearthed from Shang and Zhou through Han and Tang
burials. In the 1980’s, a jade bowl, gourd-shaped vase, cup, and heart-shaped pendant; crystal box and jar, chain
ornaments; an amber model of a pagoda and openwork floral ornament were unearthed from the cellar of
Dulesi Pagoda at Jixian County, Tianjin’. Although during the Ming and Qing periods Tianjin had a thriving
trade and set up a Defense Station, jade related artifacts are rarely witnessed at this time.

I1I. Hebei Area

A rich number of jades has been unearthed from sites in Hebei dating to the Neolithic period. The earliest jades
from this area, including slit rings, ornaments and stone animals, were excavated in 2003 at Beifudi in Yixian
County, and date approximately 8,000 years ago'. From northern Hebei at Xiahuofang, Weichang County,
bordering on Inner Mongolia and Liaoning provinces, a jade “pig dragon” (or coiled dragon) and huan of the
Hongshan Culture type were discovered, and in 1998 a similar “pig-dragon” was discovered at the Neolithic site
of Jiangjialiang, Yangyuan County in the western part of Hebei. The latter finds are significant for studying the
extent of the Hongshan Culture.

In 1995, Longshan Culture jades, including a spade, a tablet (gui) shaped implement, jade and stone cong
(tube) were excavated at Dachengshan, Tangshan. A jade cong was also collected in 1989 at site remains of
Houtaizi, Luanping County in Chengde. The latter is close in type to those of the Liangzhu Culture, and mea-
sures 7.7 cm tall with a 6.5 cm inner cylinder diameter. The four sides of the cong are worked into a square
framing simply incised animal faces. The cong was probably acquired through trade or seized at the time of
war.

Shang and Zhou jades from Hebei, although small in number, are best represented by those from the Shang
site of Taixi in Gaocheng, the Shang burial at Zhaoyao, Wu'an, and the Western Zhou tombs at Xizhuangcun in
Yuanshi, Nanxiaowang and Gezhuang in Xingtai. Fifty jades and stones are represented out of approximately 3,
000 artifacts unearthed during two seasons of excavations in the 1970’s at Taixi''. Jades from site remains
include handle-shaped objects, cicadas, birds, knives, axes and hairpins. They are simply worked and most are
unadorned. Similarly, out of 112 tombs cleared only 13 had a small number of jades, totaling 39. The most
important include dagger-axes (ge), utilitarian axes, slit rings, notched disk (so-called xuanji), and human face-
shaped ornaments. Most were ornamental and pendant types that belonged to the deceased when alive.

The enfiefments (zhuhou) of Spring and Autumn, and Warring States periods in Hebei include Yan, Zhao and
Zhongshan. In recent years, despite several seasons of excavation at Xiadu of Yan in Yixian County, with rich
finds, few jades have been discovered. Only approximately 20 jades from Tomb 30 at Beixintou and Tomb No.8
at Xuliangzhong, comprising bi, openwork double dragon pendants, and openwork phoenix pendants, have
been uncovered?. The style and working quality of these jades reveal an aesthetic characterized by precision
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and representation that reflects the interaction between State Yan and northern cultures.

Only a small number of jades survive from State Zhao burials, due to heavy looting. In the early 1950’s, an
important Warring States tomb was excavated from a cemetery at Baijiacun in Handan. Over 700 jades were
unearthed from 41 tombs, and types include bi, huan, huang, tubes and beads. Some were polished and plain,
and others were decorated with grain or scroll motifs'®. From a stylistic point of view, these jades date to late
Spring and Autumn to early Warring States periods. It is necessary to point out that in October of 1997, after
Tomb No.2 of State Zhao royal mausoleum at Handan was looted, certain artifacts were recovered, and amidst
these, 200 were jade plates of armor and jade gui. The former are useful data for studying jade armor and State
Zhao history. One-hundred and fifty-three plates out of 178 belonging to this armor were preserved intact. The
material is light green jade, well polished into square and rectangular shapes, and all were pierced, with sides of
each piece carefully abraded to a slope so that the pieces fit neatly together.

State Zhongshan was allegedly “five-hundred li” in size and equipped with “one thousand” warring chariots
and a particular power besides the commonly known seven states. In 1974, Zhongshan royal and accompany-
ing burials were discovered at Pingshan, and had a profound impact. Although the burials had earlier been
ransacked and burned, more than one thousand jades were still intact'*. Six-hundred and eighty-one jades were
unearthed from Tomb 1 of King Cuo of Zhongshan. Fifty-seven additional jades were found in accompanying
burials, totaling 738 in all. The quality of jade in the latter burials is of similar high quality. For example, a
dragon pendant, 23.2 cm long from accompanying Tomb No.2 is as exquisite and rare as is the jade belt hook
from accompanying Tomb No.5. The jades from King Cuo’s tomb are particularly beautiful treasures of the
Warring States period in terms of quality of material and workmanship. The jades include bi, huan, huang,
pendants, belt hooks, combs, recumbent animals, suanchou game pieces, shroud pieces, in addition to finger
caps. Based on these finds, it is evident that jade was an important ornamental material. The amount of 161
huan and 144 pendants in the shape of dragons were recovered, which is probably the richest example of its kind
during the Warring States period, and in this regard provides valuable data for research on the art of carving
jade dragons of Warring States period.

Tomb No.6 is close to Tomb No.1, and based on size and presence of nine ding bronze tripods, it probably
belongs to a king, the father of Cuo, Duke Cheng. Although seriously damaged, a jade figurine and several
ornaments survive. Three other medium-size tombs lay in a row alongside Tomb No.6 and probably belong to
the royal family. Jades unearthed from Tomb No.3 are exquisite, as represented by a jade plank with feline
dragons, a figurine with horn-shaped hair style and long robe decorated with diamond motifs, and a liubo game
set and board with densely rich décor , particularly beautiful and profound in aesthetic expression.

Sites with royal jades from Han Dynasty burials in Hebei are comparatively wealthy and include the royal
Western Han burial of Liu Sheng, Prince Jing of Zhongshan; the Western Han burial of Liu Xiu, Prince Huai of
Zhongshan; and Eastern Han burials of Liu Yan, Prince Jian of Zhongshan and Liu Chang, Prince Mu of
Zhongshan.

In 1968, the tombs of Liu Sheng and his wife were discovered at Lingshan, Mancheng County in Baoding.
The discovery is a major archeological find since the tombs are large and accompanying burial items are vast in
number and well preserved'®. Tomb No.1 of Liu Sheng has 78 jades, mostly found in the middle and rear
chambers. Types include bi, huan, gui, huang, hairpins, belt hooks, pendants, the nine orifice plugs, figurines,
seals and ornaments. The raw material is mostly Hetian jade that varies from white, light green to dark green.
All 42 white jades, comprising 53.8% of the total are highly polished and crystalline in translucency. The tomb
owner was clearly learned in the art of jade. In addition, there are two sets of jade sword fittings, one gold
threaded jade shroud, one jade inlaid pillow, and one jade inlaid crown ornament. Probably the most valuable
jade is the bi found located between chamber and coffin. Crystal white and translucent, worked on all sides
with a grain pattern, the bi is also characterized by an exquisitely carved openwork pattern of writhing bodies of
dragon pairs, truly a gem of Han Dynasty jade-working.

Tomb No.2, the tomb of Dou Wan, was equipped with 47 jades, including bi, huan, heart-shaped pendants,
belt hooks, seals, nine orifice plugs and chains of jade ornaments. A jade chain was found inside the jade shroud
and consisted of a dancing figurine, cicada, floral stamen-shaped pendant, and a series of linked beads. The
figurine is dressed in a long robe, in dancing pose, and is extremely refined in quality, exposing a lively expres-
sion that can be defined as the Han period popular “long sleeve dance.”

In 1973, jades, including bi, huan, huang, xi, sword fittings and pendant ornaments, in addition to 1,203 jade

Vil



Jades Unearthed from the Areas of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei

plates, about 2,567 grams gold used to create the gold threaded jade shroud were unearthed from the tomb of
Prince Huai, called Liu Xin, at Bajiaolangcun in Dingxian County™®. The jade bi with a pair of phoenixes ex-
ecuted in openwork encircling the edge and a light green nephrite dragon ring represent the climax in jade
aesthetics for this period.

In 1959, the Eastern Han tomb of Liu Yan was cleared at Beizhuang in Dingxian County. Several beautiful
jades were discovered despite looting and considerable ransacking at an earlier date. Over 47 jades include
openwork feline dragon decorated bi, pillows, belt hooks, cicada, pigs, plugs and tortoises”. The quality of the
jade and workmanship are also extremely high in standard. Particularly noteworthy is the light green pillow,
13.81 kg and 3.47 cm long that is made out of one piece of jade, a singular example amidst Han tomb
discoveries. Also significant are the 5,169 pieces of jade used to create a shroud, some showing remains of gilt
bronze threads. Some plates are inscribed in ink with “Zhong Shan,” indicating they belong to the State Zhong
Shan or Prince Zhong Shan.

In 1969, jades unearthed from Tomb No.43 of Eastern Han date (recognized as belonging to Liu Chang, the
Prince Mu of Zhongshan) at Beilingtoucun, south of the Dingxian County include jade screens, bi, thumb ring-
shaped pendants, dancing figurine pendants, sinan pendants, and sword fittings'®. The jade screen, 16.5 cm tall
by 15.3 cm wide is composed of four interlocking parts that are decorated with openwork imagery and incised
with motifs featuring God of the East, Goddess of the West, dragons, phoenixes, rare animals and immortals. In
style and expression this land of immortals, depicted throughout with curling scrolls and singing and dancing
immortals is a profound piece of naturalism. The light green jade bi, decorated with encircling bands of writh-
ing feline dragons is quite large, measuring 30 cm tall overall by 24.2 cm in diameter and 1.1 cm thick. The jade
material is fine and translucent, the workmanship superb and the bi, a national treasure. Other jades known
elsewhere from Eastern Han tombs differ in quality, yet are also valuable for analyzing the development of
Eastern Han jade-working.

The Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynastic periods were fraught by wars. Individual jade pendants
and bead ornaments have been found in Hebei and most are polished types without decoration. After the fall of
the Tang, jade discoveries are relatively few. Richer finds are from the Song and after. These include several
significant discoveries. Several jades and stone artifacts of Song period, including a bi, belt chape, bird deco-
rated basin, crystal fish and tortoise were unearthed from the cellar of the Jingzhi Temple, Dingxian County".
The belt chape measures 4.7 cm long by 2.1 cm wide and 0.9 cm thick, with incised décor of clouds and large
flying wild cranes, in a vigorous descriptive style popular since the Tang period. The jade box is 5 cm long by 1.
5 cm tall, and is incised with propitious images of flying birds holding ribbons in their beaks. The four auspi-
cious words, “one thousand autumns and ten thousand years” are inscribed on the box’s base.

Several precious jades of Jin Dynasty, including a double bird decorated pendant, fish, morning glory flower
decorated pendant, a silver inlaid jade engraved floral patterns were unearthed from the cellar of Baoyansi
Pagoda at Santaicun, Gu’an County from 1976-1992, and several other striking jades, including a hairpin, white
jade hairpin with gold phoenix, and a lotus leaf-shaped white jade hairpin with bronze inlaid lotus flowers,
were unearthed from the Yuan Dynasty family burial of the Prime Minister Shi Tianze at Houtaibaocun,
Shijiazhuang in 1993%. The white jade phoenix and gold hairpin measures 21 cm long and the gold is valued at
34 grams. The finial of the pin is decorated with a bird soaring in flight with a crest of flying feathers, which in
appearance expresses rapid flight.

Upper class jades of Qing Dynasty are represented in several excavations in Hebei. One, for example, in 1980
includes a jadeite hand chain, jadeite pendant with the graph for happiness, a nephrite pendant, a nephrite
figural pendant and an ornament from the chamber of the Chongling Mausoleum. In 1995, a nephrite jade seal
of Liang Weiben and a crystal seal of the senior official with the title of Jianyi-dafu were unearthed at Liujiafen,
Zhengding County. Other jades, including an incense burner, vase, peach, in addition to jadeite ring and an
ornament were unearthed from tombs of Zhang Zhidong, Zhang Zhiwan, Li Hongzao, and Feng Guozhang.

In summary, jades from the areas of Hebei, Tianjin and Beijing, whether slit rings or ornaments from the 8,000
year old site of Beifudi, Yixian; ritual and insignia jades from three dynasties; sets of pendants of Spring and
Autumn through Warring States periods; ornaments of Han-Tang period; or numerous everyday types of Ming
and Qing dynasties, the jades are rich and varied, eye-pleasing and precious, and reflect not only jade-working
in these areas but at the same time represent one page in the glorious development of Chinese jade-working.
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Hongshan Culture (ca. 4000 — 3000 BC)
Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)
Shang Dynasty (ca. 1600 — 1100 BC)
Western Zhou (ca. 1100 — 771 BC)
Eastern Zhou (770 — 256 BC)

Spring and Autumn Period (770 — 476 BC)

Warring States Period (475 — 221 BC)
Qin Dynasty (221 — 207 BC)

Han Dynasty (206 BC — AD 220)

Western Han (206 BC — AD 8)

Xin (Wang Mang Usurpation )(9 — 23)

Eastern Han (25 — 220)

Three Kingdoms (220 — 265)

Wei (220 — 265)

Shu Han (221 — 263)

Wu (222 — 280)

Jin Dyansty (265 — 420)

Western Jin (265 — 316)

Sixteen Kingdoms (304 — 439)

Eastern Jin (317 — 420)

Southern Dynasties (420 — 589)
Northern Dynasties (386 — 581)
Sui Dynasty (581 — 618)

Tang Dynasty (618 — 907)
Five Dynasties (907 — 960)
Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125)
Song Dynasty (960 — 1279)

Northern Song (960 — 1127)

Southern Song (1127 — 1279)
Western Xia (1032 — 1234)

Jin Dynasty (1115 — 1234)

Yuan Dynasty (1279 — 1368)
Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644)
Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
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Pendant in the Shape of a Monkey

Pendant in the Shape of an Owl

Pendant in the Shape of a Fish

Dagger-axe (ge)

Object in the Shape of a Handle

Necklace

Pendant with Animal Mask Decoration

Recumbent Horse

Pendant in the Shape of a Tiger

Pendant in the Shape of a Locust

Two Pendants in the Shape of Fish

Five Rings

Pair of Arc-shaped Pendants (huang)

Pendant in the Shape of a Heart

Pendant in the Shape of a Heart

Pendant with Feline Dragon Decoration

Pair of Pointed Pendants (xi) in the Shape of Phoenixes
Pendant in the Shape of a Dragon

Dancer

Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

Belt Hook

Ornament in the Shape of a Feline Dragon

Ring

Ornaments in the Shape of Doves

Coin

Funeral Slips

Ornament in the Shape of a Mountain

Ornament in the Shape of a Stag

Coin

Round Container with a Mandarin Duck-shaped Handle
Pendant in the Shape of Two Cranes Holding Magic Fungus
Pendant in the Shape of an Entangled Bamboo Stem

Hairpin in the Shape of a Peacock




