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Passing Down Our Histeric and Cultural
Heritage to Promote Tourism in Chongqing

A general preface to Cultural and H, istoric Tourism of
Chongging Series
By Liu Zhizhong(the current Chairman of the Committee of
the Chonggqing People’s Political Consultative Conference)

On the forming of the current Committee of the' Chongqing People’s
Political Consulative Conference, it was decided that this Cultural and
Historic Tourism of Chongging Series (abbreviated to Series herein after)
should be compiled in accordance with the guiding spirit of seeking
after feasible methods for the exploiting of the potential of cultural and
historical dala in propping up economy. So as a result of two years’
hard work under the guidance of the Standing Committee and
Presidents’ Conference of the Chongging Committee of the CPPCC
(Committee of the People’s Political Consultative Conference), on the
initiative of the Education, Culture and Histoly Committee of Chongging
CPPCC,with the close cooperation of several civie departments such as
Chongging Press and Publication Bureau and Chongging Cultural and
Tourism Bureaus, and with the clasping of each borough, county, city
and autonomy county, this Series comes oul, foreshadowing the
flourishing of tourism in Chongging.

To fulfill the requirements of cultural and historical data in the
service of economic development, we decided on the principle at the

beginning of the compilation that the introduction of the scenic spots
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should highlight not only the natural scenery but also the cultural and
historical content. This decision is justified by the following reasons:
Firstly, tourism is inseparable from culture, which imparts soul and
feature to tourism. In other words, culture is to tourism what theme is to
diction. Destitute of theme, an article with flowery is still wish-washy;
weak at dietion, an article with a profound theme is all the same
unpopular. Qur long history has seen many legends, multifarious arts
and diversified customs, which lend themselves to tourism. In this sense
it is justified to say that culture immensely complements tourism. That
can be proved by the famous scenic spots around the world, which, with
all their beautiful natural landscapes, still highlight human ecultural
landscapes. Therefore, tourism culture is a keystone in boosting tourism.
Secondly, Chongging is a nationally famous municipality, well-
known for its history and culture, which holds great potential for the
development of tourism and shall be exploited at full steam. The
splendid history of Chongqing can be dated back to 2,000,000 years
ago, when the first sign of human activities appeared. And about 3,000
years ago, our ancestors started to live and propagate here. Chongqing
had been chosen as the capital city for three times, had seen four
restorations, seven massive migrations, and three periods of large-scale
reforming and opening. What's more, there are many historic remains in
Chongyging, including a large number of ruins, ancient kilns, memorial
graves, archaic cliff stone inseriptions, as well as many gardens, famous
sceneries, ancient buildings, cites and towns, 12,898 of which are
culture relics, It is on those resources that Chongging’s historical
culture revives, urban civilization thrives and urban vigor feeds.
Chongging boasts a characteristic culture, which is the hlencjing of the
time-honored Ba-Yu Civilization, the distinctive Three Gorges Culture,

diversified regional cultures, the vehement Anti-Japanese War Culture
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