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THE SYNOPSIS OF CONTENT

In addition to the scheme' for Cantonese phonetic Alphabet,
this book contains 28 ‘lessons, 600 sentences in total, in which
daily practical dialogues and vocabulary are included. After learn-

ing these 600 sentences, foreigners and non- Cantonese speaking
‘ Chinese: should be able to speak Cantonese and to communicate
with ‘the Cantonese. For the convenience of tﬁe users, mandarin
and English translations are given for every sentence and every
new vocabulary item. Foreigners can use this book to learn both
Cantonese and mandarin and non-Cantonese speaking Chinese can
also pick up some English while they are learning Cantonese by use
of this book. In this book , the phonetic notations.for Cantonese are
given ‘according to the Scheme for Cantonese Phonetic Alphabet
developed recently by professor Huanijan Gao and associate profes-

sor Fulan Zhi.
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PREFACE

Cantonese is one of the most important Chinese dialects: it is
widely used in many areas. including most of Guangdong Provin-
ce. the south-cast of Guangxi Province. Hong Kong. and Macao.
Most Overseas Chinese in South-East Asia and North America also
speak this dialect. The population using this dialect is approximate-
Iy 90 million.

In addition to the Scheme for Cantonese phonetic Alphabet,
this book contains twenty-eight lessons. 600 sentences in total. in
which daily practical dialogues and vocabulary are in'c‘luded.‘ After
learning these 600 sentences. foreighers and non-Cantonese speak-
ing Chinese shauld be able to speak Cantonese and to communicate
with the Cantonese. For the convenience of the users. mandarin
and English translations are given for every sentence and cvery
new vocabulary., The Glossary is arranged in sound order of the
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. Foreigners can use this book to learn
both Cantonese and mandarin and non-Cantonese speaking Chinese
can-also pick up some English while they are learning Cantonese by
use of this book.

In this book. the phonetic notations for Cantonese are given

according to the Scheme for Cantonese Phonetic Alphabet devel



oped recently by Professor Huanian Gao and myself. This scheme
has the following features; [. The present scheme provides phonetic
notations in Cantonese for Chines¢ characters and a phonetic sys-
tem for Cantonesc. It is a useful tool for non-Cantonese speakers
and foreigners to learn Canfonese aﬁd for Cantonese speakers to
learn Chinese characters and to standardize their Pronunciation.
This scheme can be used in writing Cantonese textbooks. dictionar-
jes. and other reading material related to Cantonesc. 2. This
scheme is easy to learn and convenient to print since only the Ro-
man alphabet is used and does not contain other additional symbol-
s. 3. A great effort was made to match the Scheme for Chinese
Phonetic Alphabet. For any consonant or vowel in Cantonese
which is the same or sitnilar with that in mandarin. the same pho-
netic alphabet is used. 1. The present scheme is a phonemic sys-
tem: only one sigh is used for each phoneme. For the convenience
of the learner 9 tones have been combined into 6.

.Satisfactory results were obtained when 1 ‘uscd the content of
this book for the selective course ” The Study of Cantonese ” in
the Chinese Language Department. Zhongshan University and for

"

the required course " Spoken Cantonese " . given to the Cantonese
Class in the Chinese Language Teaching and Research Centre,
Zhongshan University. After learning these lessons, the students
can understand and speak basic Cantonese. and use Cantonese to
communicate.

I would like to give my sincere thanks to professor Huanian

Gao for revising the manuscript and to Mr. Paul Cheung Guest



English specialist from Canada, for his valuable comments on the
English translations.

I alone accept the responsibility for any imperfections and
misrepresentations and welcome any suggestions and comments

from the readers.

Fulan Zhi
Zhongshan University . Guangzhou

January . 1992
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