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The writer will have to find ways
and means to tell truth as he perceives
it. Sometimes he will have to take
a quantum leap into fantasy land,
as Lao She did in CATS CITY ( giiRig )
and George Orwell did in ANIMAL FARM
and 1984, Tsung Su did in MONKEY
KINGDOM ( ¥7#Ed ). MONKEY KINGDOM
is a political satires and fable,




attacking totalitarianism in regardless
of ideology or color, which could
only be published in a neutral terriritory
such as Hong Kong.. Or, in order to
continue to practise his craft, the
writer can abandon reality altogether,
such as Chang Hsi Quo did in turnning
to Science Fiction; or he can turn to
self-indulgent tear jerking romance
a la Juan yao ( M3 ), with nothing
:mm<<.w: mind but the innocuous fen
hwa husan yun ( JA{EEH ) or her can
prostitute himself in total devotion
by singing praise of whatever regime
that seems to be winning; or he can
keep on writing about the tragic-
comic trials and tribulations of life
abroad without ever discussing the
future of China.

Which is the most viable choice?
I will leave that to your collective

wisdom.
To sum'up, the writers of my generation

suffer from what I call the "Two Senses
Predictment”. One is the Sense of Exile.
Oon the metaphysical level, growing

up in an era when Existentialism

was the vogue of the day, the 1960s
writers somehow retained that
existential romanticism which

defines Man as the cosmic orphan,

melancholoy and, forlorn in an

indifferent universe with an
unearing God, if there is God at
all. On the physical level, the
sense of Exile was reinforced by
stark political reality. The fact
that they were twice exiled, first
to Taiwan, then to the States, made
that reality all the more acute.
The second is the SENSE OF CHINA.
The Sense of China is an intergral
part of the Sense of Exile. For
the writers of my generation, the
tefise of China is everpresent and
omnipresent. His ongoing and
unfinished love affair with China,
vonducted at a distance of ten
thousand miles, often leave the
unrequited lover unfulfilled and
despairing. Yet his inability to
write fluently in his new adopted
language, his unwillingness to
give up writing in Chinese, makes
him all the more anxious for an
audience on the other side of the

pacific Ocean., Yet he is not in
touch with the pcople or the la-

od for which he is writing. And
the political atmosphere on both
sides of the Taiwan Straits puts
further restrictions on his crea-
tive horizon.

If he cannot overcome and transcend




the "Two Senses Predictment”, if he
cannot whole-heartedly embrace the
total reality of his new adopted
land, if he cannot rise above the
confinement and circumscription of

the 1ife of Liu hsuang shengs, the
future of the writers from the 1960s
is doomed. In order to stayvital

and relevant, he will have to search
for new themes, new symbols, and new
motaphors. He will have to aim for
larger reality, to embrace humanity
as a whole, to create new myth out of
old mythology, as Shakespeare, bante,
Goethe, and Dostoyevsky did. Failing
to do these he will then be condemned
to be like that mythichal Wandering
Jew or the Flying Dutchman, eternally

vagrant, restless, rootless,

anxious, cstranged, and never belonging,

yet forevér looking homeward across
the Sea; only occasionally produces
amusing and yet sad little stories
which can not be defined as literature.
It is with these thoughts in mind,
that I welcome and salute the David
Huangs of the present generation,
who feel at home in and are committed
to the new found land. Whether
"fresh off boat" or "dancing by the
railroad," the new generation of

immigrants will ‘have to create
their very own reality by taking
roots, deep and secure, in the new
soil. The new generation of immigrants
will have to celebrate life in all
its finality of joy and sorrow, hope
and despair, in the land that they
will call home away from home.

only in doing so they will cease
to despair and start flourish. Only
in doing so they will cease to be
strangers in a strange land. Also
in doing so they are light years
plus a culture apart from my
generation, for whom the eternal
am:nwm question will not be
"Wnen will you come :oamvvnon:onm.
but “Quo Vadis, stranger?"

I thank you.
E&ﬁﬁ%%Aﬁ%ﬁé,E@Xﬁ%ﬁ%$%.
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