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THE VICISSITUDE OF GUI-LIN
AND THE SEA

The sweet smell of the osmanthus blossoms sweetens the air all
over Gui-lin in the autumn, Gui-lin is a beautiful name which mea
Forest of Sweet Osmanthus.

Gui-lin is known all over the world for its beautiful sceneries of

ills and rivers. According to the geologists’ studies, the area around
Gui-lin w once a part of ocean about three hundred and twenty
million years ago. During the period from two hundred million

to one hundred and eighty million years ago, the land gradually thrust

up from the secabed owing to the movement of the earth crust, After
a long time of weathering and denudation by wind and water until
a million years ago, it was transformed into a land of weirdly shaped
hills and caverns, which is the present landform of Gui and 1s of
typical karst topography.

Archaeologists have excavated the site of Zengpi Rock in the subui
south of Gui-lin. The excavated relics and objects afford abundant
evidence to the fact that the ancestors of Zengpi Rock have laboured,
lived and multiplied there from about ten thousand years ago. His-
torical documents recorded that Shi Lu, under the Imperial Ordinan
of the First Universal Emperor of the Qin Dynasty, made a canal to

link up the Li River and the Xiang Riyer. Henceforth, Gui-lin be-

HABRER, &K R Ho
Gui-lin has experienced many vicissitudes
with  new scenes replacing the old.




came a place of vital importance connecting the coastal areas on its
south and the Central Plains on the north. In the twenty-seventh
year of the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty (i.e. 113 B.C.),
the administration of Shi-an County was set up at this place. From
then on, its name had been changed several times, but it has always
been the political, economical and cultural centre of the Guangxi
region since the Tang Dynasty.

Numerous heroic struggles have glorified the pages of Gui-lin’s
history. Pang Xun who led the mutiny in the fourth year of the Tang
Emperor Xiantong, Ma Ji who instigated a rebellion in the Yuan Dy-
nasty, Qu Shi-si and Zhang Tongchang who commanded the resistance
forces against the Manchu regime at the end of the Ming Dynasty,
and the storming of Gui-lin’s heavily fortified positions in 1852 by the

AR A R R AR A £ SR

Exterior. of the exhibition hall which displays
the relics from the Zengpi Rock site in
the suburb south of Gui-lin.

BT ERGHARRE
¥, Kk REER.
Stone pagodas of Lama style
standing around the Wooden
Dragon Ferry were carved
during the Tang Dynasty

revolutionary army of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, all represent
the revolutionary struggles and the staunch spirit of Gui-lin.

Gui-lin is not only a famous site of revolutionary struggles but also
a city rich in cultural tradition. Notables such as Liu Zhongyuan,
Li Shangyin, Li Bo of the Tang Dynasty, Mi Fei, Huang Tingjian,
Fan Chengda of the Sung Dynasty, Xie Jin, Yuan Mei, Ruan Yuan of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, ...  left their relevant poems, essays,
odes, paintings and other inscriptions after touring Gui-lin. Thus,
literary works eulogizing the wonderful scenes of Gui-lin have been
accumulated continuously.

Having experienced many vicissitudes, the present Gui-lin assumes
an entirely new look. Gui-lin today is younger than before, more

enchanting and more vigorous.
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The statue on the rock of the
. Pearl|-returning Cave, carved in
| the Tang Dynasty, has always

been praised as an artistic

treasure of Gui-lin for its exqui-

site craftsmanship, gentle expres-

sion and vividly life-like pose.
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The newly-built railway station of
Gui-lin, tens and thousands of
people passing here everyday.
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Viewing sunrise on the
Folded Brocade Hill.




TOURING THE HILLS IS LIKE APPRECIATING
A LANDSCAPE PAINTING

I have climbed the Folded Brocade Hill and ascended the Seizing
Cloud Pavilion tens and hundreds of times to admire the mountain
scenery of Gui-lin. 1 have scen the glow of dawn when the rising sun
with its shimmering rays penetrated the rosy clouds. I have also seen
the beauty of a flaming sunset before the hills were dimly silhouetted
against the evening sky. 1 have been turned pale before the breathtak-
ing scene of the landscape under patches of fleecy clouds and shrouded
by gauzy morning mists. [ haye also been intoxicated with the land-
scape under a cloudless blue sky after a drizzle. oooooeeeee I have been
rambling all around the hills in this area to seek for wonderful sceneries
and have been enjoying the boat ride miles long. Still,l was not sa-
tisfied, Inspired by a citation from a poem “Touring hills is like appre-
ciating a landscape painting, and a trip to the hills is like exploring
the historical archives”, 1 once again tourcd the Folded Brocade Hill
in a mid-autumn bright day to discover the real source of its beauty.

From the foot of the Folded Brocade Hill, I hiked up through
the stoneslab pathway and came to the Folded Brocade Pavilion. 1
raised my head and looked up. And lo! The luxuriant, verdant and
craggy hills clad by the trees and flowers looked like interlaced red

and green brocades, from which 1 learned the origin of the hill's

YURBEFAFRAEYLAE, S5 LFYHE,

The Folded Brocade Hill takes pride in the inscription of
Shen Yinmo, the famous calligrapher of our time.

name,

Hiking further I passed through a zigzag pathway shaded all
along by ancient trees towering to the sky. I felt serene and sccluded.
Reading the four characters engraved on the rock “yU DIE PENG
HU?” (meaning “Jade Piled On Fairyland™), I was deep in reverie
and felt as if T was in a fabled abode of immortals.

When I wenlt through the Wind Cave, a gentle breeze was blowing
and producing a cooling and soothing feeling in the torrid summer.
Having left the Cave and being deeply impressed by the inscription
of a line by Chen Changsheng, a poetess in the Qing Dynasty: *“Pass-
ing through the cave and ascending the high tower, one gets a panora-
mic view of a long scroll of landscape painting”, T ascended the Breeze-
greeting Tower where the autumnal wind was blowing the crisp air,
1 completely forgot the broiling sun outside. When I leant on the
railings and gazed into the distance through the thick foliage, the
peaks were visible on the northern outskirts of the city. The tranqui-
lity of Yu Hill, -the smartness of the Parrot Hill, the resoluteness of the
Ironsealed Hill -
the same time constituted a part of the whole painted scroll.

each of them displayed its own character and at
After

descended the Breeze-greeting Tower, I ascended the River-viewing

Pavilion which was a vantage point for enjoying the surrounding
hills and waters. The Yao Hill which appeared on the horizon was

an undulatory mountain range stretching miles long like a screen as

RBEEz®, BHAEET.
Ascending the Capture Cloud Pavilion, one
as though he were in a landscape painting.

feels




well as like a sentry. The section of the river at the Wooden Dragon
Ferry was wide and spacious. I saw hundreds and thousands of
skilful swimmers playing in the mirror-like and crystal-clear water
like fishes and petrels. Two hundred and twenty-three steps upward
from the River-viewing Pavilion I was on the Bright Moon Peak, the
summit of the hill. 1 was struck by the Nature’s vast expansiveness.
A tourist nearby, unable to suppress his excitement, was seized with
a sudden impulse and exclaimed: “Oh, what a wonder! It’s so beau-
tifull” Yes, it was true, the sceneries of Gui-lin which surprised me
were really wonderful and beautiful. It was wonderful because the
hills were all standing upringht as if they were pulled out abruptly
from the flat ground. It was beautiful because all the hills vied with
one another in their beauties. 1 wanted to remind the tourists not
to miss the rare oppertunity on this unique scene. Both the Chinese
and foreign tourists were clicking their cameras to ‘take pictures for
souvenir.

Looking eastward, I noticed the Seven Star Hill. Its peaks re-
sembled the celestial stars which had fallen down on the earth. They
also resembled seven erecting green lilies, slim and graceful. When
I looked southward, the Elephant Hill, the Piercing Hill, the Pagoda
Hill, the Cockfighting Hills, and the South Brook Hill ......... were
clearly within my view. They assumed different postures: some

showed striking resemblance to an up growing jade-green bamboo shoot,
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The Fu-bo Hill across the river is solemn and elegant.

some represented a sharp image of a lotus flower jutting amid the pond,
some looked like an elephant drinking water, some posed as a colossal
berthed steamer. ...... Scanning the further distant horizon where
the sky met the water, I saw the peaks rising one higher than the other,
and soaring high into the sky like a knife or a sword. The Single
Beauty Peak and the Fu-bo Hill at the centre of the city stood upright
solitarily and touched the cloud in the sky. Rows of multi-storied build-
ings lined along the riverside, and a crisscross network of roads passed
through the city, Looking westward, I saw the West Hill, the Hidden
Hill, the Old Man Hill, the Monkey Hill, etc., far or near, crouching
or standing, sometimes veiled and sometimes emerged. The Li River,
dashing underneath through the undulating mountains from the north-
eastern end of the horizon and flowing in a zigzag way southward,
is like a dark green ribbon, limpid and crystal-clear. The Peach Blos-
som River and the Petite Orient River were running quietly and in-
cessantly like two silk ribbons waving at the east and west of the city.
Scattered in the city like glimmering bright stars and glittering emerald
jades were the lakes, namely, the Banyan Lake, the Fir Lake, the Moat
Pool and the Octagonal Pool. They served to make Gui-lin more
dazzling and more enchanting. The sights before my eyes were really
superb and marvellous, just like a poem and a painting. Hence, I felt

mysell in a poetic mood and embedded in a full-length landscape

painting.
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The self-portrait of Mi Fei is the most
precious cultural object, having an easy
manner and looking perfectly relaxed

This drooping stalactite in the Pearl-returning Cave is said to
be a relic of sword-testing, as the rock is only a slight
distance apart from the ground
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AF bk AE,
The inverted reflection of the Single
Beauty Peak in the water of the
Crescent Moon Pond.
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The Single Beauty Peak towering
magnificently " in the distance
Up on its top, one might get a
panoramic view of the whole
city.
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Viewing the moon-in-water on the Elephant Hill.
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The Samantabhadra Pagoda,
erected in the Ming Dynasty,
overlooking row upon row of
new buildings as well as moun-
tains and waters far and near
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The South-brook Bridge ar-
ching over the Golden-lotus
River, within the sight of
mountains robed in verdure
on a clear day.
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The engraved picture of A TURTLE-SNAKE UNION, passed
down from the Ming Dynasty, evidencing exquisite
craftsmanship and finely carved detail
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This place making tourist feel as though he were in a
heavenly paradise with the moon and clouds under his foot
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A fine view of the Pu Tuo Shrine from the
Pu Tuo Rock
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The Floral Bridge, built in the
Sung Dynasty, is connected
with its own inverted image
in the water and, thus, pre-
sents the unique scene of a
full moon floating on the
river.
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The Dragon Refuge Cave is
said to have once been hidden
by dragons. It really seems
to be a haunt of divine dra-
gons!

ERNE, UREAFEMENTH RS LA, I REXLHRE.
A forest of steles seen in the Dragon Refuge Cave and known as Gui-lin's Stele Forest. Among the
steles, there are poems written by Mi Fei and Cheng Jie using the same rhyme sequence, an ode by

Huang Tingjian, the inscription of Shi Manqing, and the other famous steles of great historical value
like the Stele Listing Members Certain Political Clique Under The Reign of The Sung Emperor
Yuanyou. A precious cultural legacy of our country.
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A distant view of
the Parrot Hill en-
wrapped by mist
and cloud.
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The Camel Peak standing amid the fluffy green of the
luxuriantly verdant Gui-lin.
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Numerous grotesque hills standing
upright amid the lush paddy fields.
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A wonderful sight of the Pagoda Hill.
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The world-famous Seven-Star Rock
attracts countless tourists who would
like to have souvenir photographs

taken at this site.




