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Preface

On May 12, 2008, a devastating earthquake hit Sichuan Province. In late June,
the State University of New York offered to accept 150 undergraduates from the
universities in Sichuan for one academic year waived of tuition and fees. This
proposal drew the attention of the supreme leaders of China, and Premier Wen Jiabao
signed the documents.

With the attention of the senior leaders from both countries, under the
supervision of the China Scholarship Council ( CSC), with the supports and joint
efforts by SUNY, the U. S. Consulate General Chengdu, the Ministry of Education,
Sichuan provincial government, the CSC, the CSCSE ( China Service Center for
Scholarly Exchange) , other related provincial departments, Consulate-General of the
People’s Republic of China in New York, and all the universities involved, the
Education Department of Sichuan surmounted all difficulties with a sense of mission
and responsibility, and accomplished all the related work, within one month,
including candidate selection, formalities and pre-departure training. On Aug. 15,
2008, all 150 students from 13 universities in Sichuan arrived at the 22 campuses of
SUNY, ready to start their new studies and living. This also marked the beginning of
educational exchange and cooperation between SUNY and these 13 universities in
Sichuan. Here, 1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to all those people and
my colleagues who have put a lot of efforts into this program.

The students had received painstaking care from U.S. professors and
classmates, and they had also been taken good care of by staff from Consulate-
General of the People’s Republic of China in New York and the oversea Chinese. Our

country leaders had also paid quite a few visits to the representatives. During the past
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year, the students had learnt a lot from their American professors and classmates,
had displayed their diligence and frugality. It is my firm belief that this experience
had enhanced their vision and become a priceless part of their lives.

Here | would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks from the bottom
of my heart to those American professors, students and oversea Chinese for their
thoughtful care of the students, and for their support and help with our rescue work
and reconstruction project.

In this May, the students returned to their hometown upon their successful
completion of one-year study. We have made efforts to pool the students’ thoughts
together for this collection. The successful completion of the program has not only
further promoted the Sino-U. S. educational exchanges and cooperation, but also
made an important step forward in enhancing the friendly relations. This collection
will very well prove to the entire world the profound feelings and friendship between
the two peoples. 1 believe that these students will make their best possible efforts to
building our hometown and act as the ambassadors of friendship between the two

countries.

Tu Wentao

Director-General

the Education Department of Sichuan Province
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