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Y=L 88 From Paragraph to Essay

1.1 Introduction

As we know, an essay is composed of several paragraphs rather than only
a single paragraph. As a paragraph does, an essay discusses about one subject.
Sometimes, the topic is too complicated to be discussed in one single para graph,
then you must discuss the subject in several, that is, you have to deal with one
main point of a subject in one paragraph at a time in an essay.

Usually, a paragraph includes three parts: the topic sentence, the
supporting sentence(s) and the concluding sentence. Similarly, an essay also
comprises three parts: the introductory paragraph, the body paragraph(s) and
the concluding paragraph. Therefore, you cannot write a good essay unless
your paragraph is well developed.

One of the most conspicuous purposes for writing an essay in your college
classes is to provide you with the opportunity to sort out your thinking and
formalize it. Formal writing gives you an opportunity to see what you think
about a topic. Writing is an intensely personal activity. You write in accordance
with your instructor’s requirement and you must bear two things in your mind
in the process of your writing, that is, the purpose and the readers. Many of
the essays that you write in college concentrate on materials relevant to the
topic. Thus, you must design what you intend to write in order that you can
accomplish the intended purposes for that particular readers.

The people you write to can be called your readers. Of course, the teacher
will read your paper, not to mention grading it, so your teacher is part of the
readers. But to assume that only your teacher is the reader who would seem to
defeat the purpose of the writing assignment. Writing the essay has exposed
you to a body of information and ideas that have encouraged you to thinkin a
new way. Your essay sets forth these ideas, clarifying them for you and for your
readers. But if the ga]ﬁ between you and your readers is great, as it could be if
your teacher were a specialist in some areas of the same field, you could run
into difficulty by trying not to communicate at your own level.

Although teachers are not always specialists in the field they assign papers
on, sometimes they are. Therefore, teachers shouldn’t be your only reader. You
should write to a reader of your peers, that is, write to those on your own level:
your classmates. Then you have a common ground to build on. You can assume
they are a group of intelligent people who will be convinced by your logical
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argument, and who share some of the same interests and background. On this
same level you will, to some extent, appeal to your teacher as well.

As you know, most of the term papers written by English majors are
argumentative. The writer of argumentative papers attempts to persuade
readers to accept his point of view by reason and logic. An argumentation is not
necessarily made up of five paragraphs; it can be of three or four paragraphs.
However, five-paragraph argumentations are very common in writing classes
in American universities.

Then, what is a five-paragraph argumentation? A five-paragraph
argumentation consists of five paragraphs, which includes an introductory
paragraph which commences from a generality to a thesis statement and
announcement of three main points in support of the thesis, three middle
paragraphs, each of which starts with a topic sentence restating one of the
main points supporting the thesis and then develop the topic sentence, and a
concluding paragraph restating the thesis and the main points.

The five-paragraph argumentation is clear and strict in terms of
organization, and its points are clearly expressed. The five-paragraph
argumentation is usually chosen to measure students’ writing proficiency, and
itis essential that every student master this specific thinking and organizational
pattern in order to score well. Writing the five-paragraph argumentation is not
only significant to pass exams, but also an essential step for research papers for
students. Mastering the form of the five-paragraph argumentation is the first
step to be successful for further writing.

Therefore, the following sections will focus on how to develop a five-
paragraph essay, and argumentation in particular.

1.2 Questions to be asked

You may have a “reader survey” by asking yourself some questions about
the tastes, values and experiences of your readers. For example, you may ask
the following questions in the process of your writing:

1) Will the readers be interested in my essay?

2) What is the average educational level of my readers?

3) Do the readers have specialized knowledge in the field? And how much?

4) Is the evidence for the essay convincing?

5) Will my readers be likely to accept my points of view?

6) What is the purpose of my writing?

7) Does my writing focus on the topic and thesis in the process of writing?
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8) Is the thesis statement clear in the introductory paragraph?
9) Is the thesis statement well supported by enough examples, evidences,
facts, details, or reasons?

10) Are there any wordy or redundant sentences in my writing?

11) Are there any irrelevant materials that need to be removed?

12) Are the transitions smooth between paragraphs?

You will realize that asking yourself these kinds of questions will aid you
to make decisions about what to include and what not to include in your
essay.

Whenever you write, you must bear in your mind the interests of your
readers, how much expertise they have on the subject, and the occasion for
which you are writing. In other words, you will want to appeal to the group you
have defined as readers from the first step of writing. Pick a subject that suits
you both, and then make decisions on the main points to focus on the essay,
and make sure that both you and your readers are likely to be interested in the
topic chosen. Then, as you select evidence for the body of the essay, consider
what the readers already know, what they want to know, and what they need

to know.

How to Organize Your Ideas

2.1 Identifying the controversy

The first step of writing a five-paragraph argumentation is to identify
the controversy over the issue and your position. You can also provide some
background information such as the causes of the issue so that your readers
can have a better understanding of the issue to be discussed if necessary. Then,
you must formulate your proposition in your thesis statement. You must make
sure that your proposition focuses on a controversial issue and indicates your
point of view. You must avoid a proposition that is factual because a fact allows
little room for debate.

An effective thesis statement for an argumentative essay should possess
the following qualities: first, it should provide a clear, concrete statement of
your viewpoints; second, state the main ideas you will use to support your
arguments; then, tell your readers why the topic is important.

R N T S
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2.2 Providing strong support to develop the body of a five-paragraph
argumentation ’

It must be emphasized that convincing evidence is a crucial part of an
argumentative essay. Like any effective essays, the evidence in a five-paragraph
argumentation must be concrete, accurate, specific and representative. You
should try to develop three main points in your thesis statement, and each
main point should be developed into the topic sentence in each paragraph.
For example, you may employ brainstorming in the process of figuring out the
main points. Convincing evidence may comprise facts, authoritative or expert
views, statistical findings, observations as well as your personal experiences.
The following is a discussion of some of the techniques.

Facts

Facts can be effectively used in any kinds of argumentation. A fact can
be defined as a statement accepted as true. It goes without saying that facts
must be accurate, complete and trustworthy if they need to be convincing.
Some common sources of facts can be gained through reading in the library.
For instance, in a paper arguing that public transportation should be put in
the first priority may include facts from newspaper, or other kinds of article
published.

Authoritative or experts’ views

An authority is an expert in his or her field whose views are likely to be
valued and accepted by the readers. You may cite an expert’s view to support
your view in an argument, and demonstrate that you agree with their points
of view. You can add credibility to your argument by quoting, paraphrasing,
or even just referring to a respectable authority. Definitely, authoritative and
experts’ views play a very important role in your argument.

Statistical findings

It is more convincing to use statistics or data in your argument. For example,
it is more convincing to say that 90 percent of the population is in favor of death
penalty than to say that many people are in favor of death penalty. Statistics or data
often comes from books, magazines, newspapers, and articles. Of course, you can
use your own research result as well. It is better to use the sources in which statistics
first appeared rather than summaries or digests of others’ statistics.



SRBARESH

Examples

Generalizations can be utilized to support your beliefs and views, and
generalizations are clearer when they are illustrated by examples. On the one
hand, examples can make a generalization clearer, and on the other, they are
likely to make it more convincing, too.

Your personal experiences and observations

Your personal experiences and observations, as well as those of others
gathered from books, magazines, or interviews can illustrate a point of view.
Sometimes they are more forceful than any other kinds of evidence. Imagine you
argue against air pollution caused by exhausted pipes from cars, you can use your
own personal experiences in big cities to illustrate the aftermath of heavy air
pollution. You can point out that air pollution can cause, or make worse, diseases
like emphysema and bronchitis by observation. You can also point out that air
pollution can rot or soil clothes, and rust metals and discolor paint, and it can
damage plant life and even destroy crops. As a result, personal experiences and
observation can reinforce your argument. But you must be aware of the fact that
personal experiences and observations cannot replace other kinds of evidence.

The ending of an argumentation and persuasion essay

You can end an argumentation essay by restating your thesis statement
in different ways. You can summarize your main points if the paper is long.
You can call your readers for support or action at the end of your paper after
convincing your readers firmly on your side. You'd better be specific about
what form of support for your proposition can take.

In the following concluding paragraph written by a student who argues
for the seriousness of water crisis, the author summarizes his main points and
urges the readers to take action.

Example:

In conclusion, the lack of the knowledge of insufficient water
resources, the ineffective utilization of water and even the heavy
pollution of water resources have caused a serious water crisis nowadays,
which everyone has to face. Therefore, people should be educated to
have a clear understanding of the water crisis we are facing now. Besides,
more advanced techniques should be applied to economize the water

resources.




