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Foreword

The flames of the 2008 Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Games have been
extinguished — but their legacy will burn bright forever.

Most will remember the great Olympians, as they lived up to the Olympic
motto of Citius, Altius, Fortius at the National Stadium, better known as the
Bird's Nest.

Jamaican Usain Bolt, who thundered down the track to a triple gold and set
three new world records amidst thunderous applause.

Russian Yelena Isinbayeva who soared into the skies to clear 5.05m, setting a
world record in women’s pole vault.

And Chinese woman weightlifter Liu Chunhong, who rewrote three world and
Olympic records for the 69-kilo category.

In total, athletes broke 43 world and 132 Olympic records.

In the futuristic National Aquatics Center, also known as the Water Cube,
American swimmer Michael Phelps became the first Olympian to win eight
gold medals, the most in the history of modern Olympics.

Most will also cherish memories of the brilliance and tenacity displayed by the
Paralympians in the 2008 Summer Paralympics.

Among the record 4,000-plus athletes from 147 countries and regions, South
African swimmer Natalie du Toit, 24, made history as only one of two athletes
(the other being Polish table tennis player Natalia Partyka) who competed in
both the Olympics and the Paralympics in the summer of 2008. Du Toit, who
lost her lower left leg in a motorcycle accident in 2001, won five gold medals at
the Beijing Paralympics to equal her haul at Athens and finished 16th among
25 competitors in the 10-km open-water swimming at the Beijing Olympics.
Under the slogan One World, One Dream, the 2008 Olympic/Paralympic
Games saw many dreams come true.

Above all, 1.3 billion Chinese fulfilled a 100-year dream of hosting the Games.
As hosts, we not only showcased traditional Chinese hospitality but also
exemplified the Olympics spirit — friendship, fair play, honor, peace and glory.
The Beijing Games drew the largest ever army of volunteers — some 1.5
million — from around the world. With their passion and dedication, they helped
make the Games exceptional — along with the thousands of athletes.

By hosting the Games, Chinese have also benefited, from changes in
the urban skyline, improved urban traffic management and an increased
awareness of environmental protection to upgraded services for people with
disabilities. .

As this photo album attempts to illustrate, the two great sporting events in the
summer of 2008 will live on in the memories of billions in the world, along with
the lingering melodies of You and Me and Flying with the Dream.
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Torchbearer Jin Jing, a Chinese wheelchair fencing athlete, protects the torch fro

S’A{ne River, Paris during the Beijing Olymipic torch relay. April 7, 2008. R

- A Jia"Ting / Beijing Youth Daily
i J

o







2008 OLYMPIC FOCUS




BaEYILEM

g S Ry P £ - 3

v

A torchbearer waves to locals during the torch relay in Leishan county, Guizhou
province. June 13, 2008.

Yang Jian / Guizhong Photographers Association
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Locals cheer during the torch relay in Xi'an, Shaanxi province. July 4, 2008.
Shi Chunyang / The First




2008 OLYMPIC FOCUS

Beijingers watch the torch relay arrive in the capital.
August 7, 2008.

Wang Dongsheng / Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Publishing Corporation
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Guards during the torch relay near National Grand Theater in Beijing August 6, 2008

ahead of the Beijing Olympic Games.
Gu Yimin / Freelancer
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People line up at a bus station near the Tian'anmen Square. August 5, 2008.
Gu Yimin / Freelancer
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Locals take snap shots at fireworks in Qianmen Street in Beijing during a rehearsal six days before the start of

the Games. August 2, 2008.
Wang Wei / Beijing Evening News
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Fireworks explode over the Palace Museum during the closing ceremony of

Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. September 17, 2008.
Wang Dongsheng / Federation of Literary and Art Circles Publishing Corporation



