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Introduction
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ABEBERNTAMEK, SBRMRMERE —SIUMSMAFRSHNBARE, XRS~EFSHRAIBERN
K. IBEESIREMN, WK,

KENBZEERNLRIHLIEAN, BRAEMUEN ., NSO MERKRXE.. ZIEEREHIERIVETEK
BARHE, KBNERRTFEHEPOMERTUMIRE=RNEREE —BBaR. XER/DSERBIT
4000 KA EBIARLEGEEX, KM, 70%LL CEVKEESIEREX X, thiTE#HAM SEXEFRSIL
R, NEDERSRSMWNLTFTHSLENNEHHLS, NEPEENENRENSRIENBDS U RFAEBLNMEE T
RRMEZBITIM .

FEPEHANEFMOFEVALIE, KRS T HE LRIRONEMEFRRABIL A, tMNLIEECETR
BNEATINE, DEcCHFHIINF, WETFENER, FRRM. 8RB lREBRkEEETNER, B
DBRADHETFTORKE. HNABRET ASHSR. WETFRELE, BIEHGATIREIL. KlRIMIEENR
EEiE.

KENBZFRRWHED, BSEFNMEREIER, AIREAMEENE. RICHSEHEREESA
SHAEATHIVREOERE, KELZREVHELRIVARET, tIDRERRNLFTANHED, BALRIFTRBINE
VAR

AEMMA—TNEEEARR T KELEOIR, BeXRNNARR, FEERIFAR. BFR. HEARS
XKEHLTHES) . ML, HWES. BERETH TR,

This album is one of the important periodical achievements of our project---A History of Hui Nationality in Lintan, which
is from the Philosophy and Social Science Project of Gansu Province in 2007.

Since the Ming dynasty, the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau has witnessed a distinct and active group of merchants, which is known
as the Tao Merchants originated from Lintan county Gansu Province. In ancient times, Lintan County was called Taozhou,
therefore its merchants were called Tao Merchants.

The history of Tao Merchants has been as long as 600 years, and it was glory but eventful. They are special, spreading in
unusual areas and exerting extraordinary influence. The main business activities of the Tao Merchants are distributed around “the
third pole” of the globe---the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, where most areas are 4,000 meters high above the sea level and in fact

are forbidden zones to human beings. 70% of the Tao Merchants, however, are still active around the plateau. They have made
nt the exchange of trad i ’ inland Chi promotion of
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The distribution map of Tao Merchants’ business activities

on the Qinghai—Tibet Plateau
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A map of Taozhou in the Ming Dynasty
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A map of Taozhou in the Qing Dynasty
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A map of Lintan County
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The Origin of Tao Merchants——Lintan County Gansu Province
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Chengguan Town/ Xincheng Town/ Yeliguan Town
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Tao Merchants in Qinghai
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Xining City/ Gande County/ Tarlag County/ Yushu County/ Nanggian County/
Zadoi County/ Golmud City
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Tao Merchants in Sichuan
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Langmusi Town/ Hongyuan County/ Ngawa County/ Chengdu City/ Ya’an
City/ Luding County/ Kangding County/ Xindugiao Town/ Yajiang County/
Litang County/ Dawu County/ Luhuo County/ Sertar County/ Garze County/
Manigange Town/ Que'er shan Mountain/ Dege County/ Baiyu County/ Serxu
County
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Tao Merchants in Tibet
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Jomdo County/ Qamdo County/ Bomi County/ Bayi Town in Nyingchi/ p ] : i
Lhasa City/ Nagchu County . . o pa LA e 62
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Tao Merchants in Yunnan
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Shangri-La County/ Lijiang City/ Dali City
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Tao Merchants in Gansu
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Linxia City/ Huozuo City/ Luqu County/ Lanzhou City
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Tao Merchants in China
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Shenzhen City/ Guangzhou City/ Beijing City/
Shanghai City
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Tao Merchants to the world
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Nepal/ Thailand/ India/ Malaysia/ America/ Germany/ Byelorussia
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The Origin of Tao Merchants——Lintan County Gansu Province
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Chengguan Town/ Xincheng Town/ Yeliguan Town
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Tao Merchants on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau

Lintan County, the ancient Taozhou, is located in the east of Gannan
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, southwest of Gansu Province. The
terrain slopes from the west to the east, with an average elevation of 2,825
meters. The county lies in the northeast fringe of the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau at the transitional area to the Loess Plateau, mostly Alpine hilly
areas. It is also the linking part of the farming and pasturing areas, as
well as of Tibetan and inland areas. The county covers an area of 1,557.68
km®, and the longest distances are 60 km and 83 km.-from the east to the
west and the south to the north respectively, administrating 16 towns.
Chengguan Town, where stands the people’s government of the county,
is 78 km away from Hezuo, the administrative seat of the prefecture,
and 345 km away from Lanzhou, the provincial capital. The population

of the county is 148,500, among which the Hui nationality accounts for 16%. Ethnic groups also include the Han, Tibetan,
Mongol and other 14 nationalities.

Lintan is the hometown of Tao Merchants, which is mainly of Hui nationality and together with the Han, Tibetan and other
groups, trading around the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau from the Ming Dynasty. Emerged in the Ming Dynasty, initially developed in
the Qing Dynasty and rapidly expanded in the Republic of China, Tao Merchants play an important role in the economic field
between the Tibetan and inland areas. After the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 1978, they got a
comprehensive rejuvenation. During the past 30 years since China’s policy of reform and opening up to the outside world, they
have reached an unprecedented boom.

Since the ancient times, Taozhou has been renowned around the world for its “Tea-Horse Exchange Market”. People
there prefer trading to farming, and merchants there are of great business prowess. Therefore, it remains the dry port of all
nationalities and the passage between the Central Plain and the western provinces like Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan and Tibet.
Although it is remote but more and more prosperous, Lintan (Taozhou) has become an important town in northwest China.

During the past 600 years, through the economic exchange and long historical development, Tao Merchants have been
labeled with “tough, faithful, striving, innovative and active”, distinctive among many merchants groups across China and
characteristic around the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

Today, Tao Merchants are marching towards the whole country, and even the whole world, keeping pace with the time and
the trend of Chinese market economy.
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A full extent of the Chengguan Town, Lintan County, Gansu Province.
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Representatives for the Nonpublic Economy Conference held in Yeliguan Town by the county government in October, 2006

e 7 L T A L 2

A full extent of Lintan’s new town
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Tao Merchants on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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“Tug-of-War of 10,000 People in Taozhou”, with a history of 600 years, recorded by Shanghai Great World DSJINS
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State-level Tourist Destination AAAA ---Yeliguan, Lintan County
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Taozhou Commercial Center of Lintan County
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Qingshishan Mountain Hydropower Station in Lintan
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The launch ceremony of Shangchuan Hydropower Station, Lintan



