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Chinese ceramics have become iconic through the classic pieces
produced in the genre during the past several millennia. For ex-
ample works from the Han and Tang dynasties are known for
being refined and gorgeous while those from the Song Dynasty
are famous for being elegant and solemn. Ming and Qing dynastic
works are known for being exquisite and delicate... The works
of different periods are unrivaled in their radiance making them
precious cultural treasures. But from the late Qing Dynasty the
art form has waned in popularity. It is not until the middle of the
20th century that the art revitalized. China’s opening up since the
1980s has provided wonderful opportunities for the field. Ceramic
artisans have strived for innovations based on tradition and created
various artistic styles particularly through combining artistry with
new technologies. Nowadays this ancient practice is keeping pace
with times.

Against such a background National Art Museum of China has
included Chinese contemporary ceramic art into the scope of
academic and research concerns. In “Ceramic Art Exhibition of
National Art Museum of China” the museum has focused on its
current state of development inherited traditional ceramic culture
promoted contemporary ceramics and also started work in collec-
tion and research. The museum has shouldered the great responsi-
bility of tracing the history of Chinese ceramic art and regarded it

as a priority for the future.

We have planned to publish A Series of Works Collection by Con-
temporary Masters by the National Art Museum of China. Ceram-
ics Volume. The book would feature essential and excellent works
from different schools in bid to create contemporary classics.

Bao Zhiqiang is an outstanding artist in the field of the contem-
porary dark-red enameled art. He boasts profound artistic accom-
plishment and exquisite skills. Learning from masters at early age,
he studied in Central Academy of Art and Design and adopted the
advantages of traditions and academic education in such aspects as
design, production and pottery sculpture. He creates solemn and
elegant dark-red enameled pottery and integrates pottery sculpture
with calligraphy. Accomplished in morals and skills, the artist
presents the cultural-loaded and refined works with modern aes-
thetic flavor and unique modern spirit.

With support of people from all walks of life the National Art
Museum of China will make a contribution to the development of
Chinese ceramic cause and leave a bright mark of its development

for the generations of today and tomorrow.

National Art Museum of China
March 2008
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