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_PREFACE

Several years ago the Youth Cultural Enterprises Company asked me to write
a textbook on grammar and composition for college students. I readily promised
to do so, for I had already by that time had more than thirty-five years' expe-
rience in teaching English; moreover, I have studied many authoritative works
on grammar, composition, and rheteric. Owing to the press of many -duties, how-
ever, I have been able to work on the assignment only intermittently--once with
an interruption of more than a whole year. Now after a lapse of five years, I
am giad that the first volume is published.

At first, I intended to write a concise textbook which would first contain
important grammar points and then ample drill material., later I changed my
mind, for textbooks of this kind are available home and abroad and are used in
many institutions without much encouraging results.

Now I have incorporated in my book such features as an exhaustive treate
ment of each topic in simple language, a variety of exercises to enable the
student to master the points in question, and a great many things not treated
in other books. These you will readily see after skimming through the book.

This w;olum comprises three chapters, which have their distinctive features
as follows: : :

Chapter one, "the Sentence and Its Parts," deals with sentence elements,
grammatical constructions, and various ways of sentence combination and conver-
eion, all supplied with exercises, for the purpose of giving the student a

- perfect knowledge of sentence structure, so as to improve his technique in
' writing good sentences.

Chapter two, "Punctuation and Mechanics," in which more than fundamental
points of usage are covered and many drills are provided, is of practical help
to the student in enhancing both his comprehension and writing ability. He iz
advised not to ignore punctuation and elements of style for they ars actually

. integral to writing a composition.

Chapter three, "Figures of Speech," covers more than forty in all. Their
close similarities make them difficult to memorize. Besides, many of them
; seldom appear in everyday speech. In my opinion, however, an advanced student
i. of English will find it difficult to have an intelligent understanding of both
l the classical literature and elite language if he is deficient in figurative
language usage., : : :

Some people may think that there are too many exercises for the student to
work out, With this I agree. In fact, the whole book is composed of loose-leaf
sheets and there is enough space left for the student to write in only answers
8o as to save much of his time. And it would also be easy for the instructor
to grade exercises. He may pick out typical exercises and grade them through
class discussion. The principles once mstered, the class will be able to go
over exercises rapidly and may even omit certain portions altogether.

g It is suggested that achievement tests be given at regular intervals to
heighten student alertness and learning morale.

This bock, of course, cannot be free from weaknesses and defects. Criticism
and comments are most cordially welcomed. Please write to the publisher.
Yu Yung

~ Soochow University
@ - August 24, 1976
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COLLEGE ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

CHAPTER ' I
THE SENTENCE AND ITS PARTS.

I. SENTENCE SENSE

The word sentence is extremely difficult to define because any thought-
ful person can point out exceptions and further qualifications for every
definition that has ever been published. ' ‘

The conventional definition "A sentence is a group of wards containing
& subject and a predicate and expressing a complete thought" is today ‘
criticized on the grounds that a sentence is sometimes only onc word, that
the thought is not always complete but often hinges upon -an understanding of
preceding sentences, and that frequently a sentence contains more than one
complete thought. '

The oldest form of the sentence contaihed only one word. This oldest. .
type of sentence still survives in case of exclamations, simple imperative
farms, and some otlier expressions. In course of time successive one-word
sentences often stood in such close relation to each other that they develop-
ed into a sentence in its modern sense. Examples: '

One-word sentences: Ch! Ouch! Hurry! Go! Beautiful! Yes. No.
See! Fire! Yonder! becoming See the fire yonder: .

_ In conversation we may use incompletely expressed sentenées. The
expression of the thought is, however, perfect for what has been said imme- .
diately before indicates accurately the word or words to be supplied.

"Are you going to the exhibition?"
"Yes."

"When?"

"Saturday.™

"Do you study. hard?" ; , R
"Yes. Sometimes. Especially when the assignments are long.'

"Look:. A telegram from John!™

"Good news?"

"Definitely."

"Coming home on leave?" '

"Right. On the 12:00 noon flight tomorrow."

"What shall I.do?'

NGol" ;

"Where?"

"Anywhere,"

"New York?"

."Yes."

"Tonight?" : :
"Why wait? The sooner the better."
"Very well., Goodby."

"Goodby, "

-1-



' Sometimes a whole conversation may be carried on in incompletely
expressed sentences. In these sentences the intonation is a very important
part of the spcech.

"Mary!" = Mary! (calling)
"What?" = What do you. want?
"Coming?" = Are you coming?
"No, ! = No, I'm not (coming).
"Why?"" = Why aren't you (coming)?
"Mad." = Because I'm mad.
(I'm not coming because I am angry.)
"Ch," = th, I see. (I understand you now., )

' These incompletely expressed sentences are called brief utterances or .
minor sentences as distinguished from full sentences, i.e., sentences which
conform to the conventional definition given above, Minor sentences are
really sentences with the omitted parts of speech supplied in thought--
usually from the preceding sentence. Such elliptical sentences are not
usually written, however, except in quoted speech.

from a grammatical point of view, a sentence must contain a subject
and a predicate--something talked about and some statement mnde about that
"something."  The subject is usually a noun or pronoun, though it my be
a phrase or clause., The predicate comprises all that is not part of the
subject. It may be a single verb or a verb and its modifiers, complements,
and objectse.

Every sentence--full or minor--must begin with a capital letter and
ends with a period or full stop (.), a question mrk (?), or an exclamtion
point (!)e

He likes candye. ;
He likes candy? ‘Does he like candy?
He likes candy! ' Does he like candy!

In speech we use a set of pitch patterns--riSe and fall of the voice--
to signify what we say is a statement, a question, or an exclamation.

Sentences are of varied lengths and structures. Long sentences made up-
of a number of segments are internally punctuated with other punctuation marks
such as comnmas, semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses, quotation marks,
as the comstruction may require. Note the punctuation marks in the following
passage quoted from Churchill's speech: '

You ask, What is our policy? I will say: It is to wage war, by sea,
land and air, with all our might and with all the strength that God can give us:
to wage war against a monstrous tyranny, never surpassed in the dark, lamentable
catalogue of human crime. That is our policy. .= You ask, What is our aim? I
can answer in one word: Victory--victory at all costs, victory in spite of all
terror, victory, however long and hard the road may be; for without victorv,
there is no survival.



No. ' Name - : Class or Section Score

EXERCISE I

Sentences and Fragments of Sentences

Directions: Not all the following are complete sentences. Mark S on the line
to the right for what you regerd as a grammatically complete sentence and then
supply the end punctuation needed, Mark F for a mere fragment of the sentence
As you know, a fragment is only a piece or a part of the whole. A fragment
always refers to something that is incomplete,

Examples: On a very cold night F

@ol.. " S

1. For seven yéars he clerked in a small grocery store.
.2¢ A dog barking loudly
.3 Stop
Lk, When I was a child
5e Whom we had not seen for several years
- 6. A1 ready- for the game to begin
7. What answer should I have given
"8, What an interesting story it is
~ 9é Pay no attention to what he said
10y Father sent Mary a check for ten dollars
11 A new kind of television -set
12, What answer I should have given*
13 Not avseét was to be had at any price :
14, To stand in line for two hours and then be refused admission
15« What do you want - ‘
16. What you want*
17« An experiende never to be forgotten

18. Never before in the histcry of this country has there been
such enthusiasm for schooling
19. The ship having no permission to enter the port.

20, The fire having died down several hours earlier
'21. When the bell rings, make for the stairway

22, Bejamin Franklin being one o1 those who were particularly
" interested in scientific progress
23. How hot it is today

24, When can your friend come‘

HHTHTETERT T

25. When your friend can come*

. * An indirect question cannot stand by itself as a complete sentence,

35 -




26.
27

28.

29

300
1.

By

33
3o

35
36,
37
38.
39

o,
41,

4o,

- as you do

43,

ks,
L6,
L7,
18,
kg,
50,

To make a long story short

The passage of time like the flight of an arrow,
swift and undeviating

It is raining

He carried his coat over his arm

The clock that is striking three

Jim became homesick

When the postman arrives

Because he couldn't see the road ;
Educating the nation's youth, the most important task of
public schools :

Her dlnlng room was decorated in green and gold

The sun is setting in the west

In fighting the high cost of living

When I was a college student

Walt Whitmn--a tall, heavy figure, like a heroic statue,
well-shaped, full—chested,'broadushouldered, unafraid
Have you had your reservation made '

The man who does nothing but eats all day long

There is no one who seems to be so much interested in the

The old man whom I can remember from my boyhood as my best
neighbor when I lived in the country

Being honest, they were respected by others

Fire

What subjects to take

The gifts ranged in cost from three to thirty dollars,

"Let's use your book," she said, "mine has a page torn out,"

Only spending an hour on the job every evening,
Although he was poor
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