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Preface

Preface

Wen-Hsin Tiao-Lung was the work of Liu Hsieh, who lived
in the sixth century. It is the outstanding treatise in the field of
literary criticism in China. In the long history of Chinese litera-
ture there have not been lacking critical essays of high quality,
but they are mostly limited in field and fragmentary in presenta-
tion, although they contain a rich mine of genuine insights.
Wen-Hsin Tiao-Lung is quite unique in that it is at once system-
atic, comprehensive, analytical, and withall full of profound
philosophic insights and piercing literary apperceptions. The au-
thor was a lover of literature and the Confucian classics, and at
the same time he was steeped in the contemplative wisdom of
Buddhism and Taoism. In fact, in his last years he became a
Buddhist monk and was given the name of Hui-ti ( % #) by
the emperor Wu of Liang.

The title of the book literally means carving dragons on the
literary mind. 1In plain language it signifies the tracing of the
subtle lineaments and vital tendencies in the literary mind. All
that I need to say here is that the contents of the book are worthy
of its title. Its dominating place in literary criticism is recog-
nized by all Chinese scholars. Incidentally, it is worth mentio-

7



X i e w57

ning that it has been ably rendered into English by Professor Vin-
cent Shih.

The present book, Wen-Hsin Tiao-Lung Chu-Ting (or An-
notations and Rectifications of Misprints in Former Editions) , is
from the hands of Professor Chang Li-tsai of the National Cheng-
Chih University in Taipei where he has been teaching classical
Chinese literature for many years. Two years ago he was invited
by the Seton Hall University in New Jersey to give lectures on
Chinese culture, in a summer program directed by Dr. John B.
Tsu, which were warmly received by the students.

Annotated editions of Wen-Hsin Tiao-Lung first began to ap-
pear only since the Sung period. The Sung editon was soon lost.
The Ming edition by Mei Ching-sheng was later superseded by
Huang Shu-lin’s edition of the late Ching period, but even
Huang himself admitted certain deficiencies in his annotations.
To some extent they were supplied by the works of later scholars.
But even the combined labors of all these erudite scholars left
much to be desjred. Finally came Professor Chang Li-tsai, who
has spént five to six years in preparing this annotated and critical
edition, which embodies all that he considers worth preserving
in the notes and comments of his predecessors through the centu-
ries, together with the results of his own research.

To the best of my knowledge, which I must admit is very
limited, I feel warranted in recommending this book to the pub-
lic as the most comprehensive and accurate edition of Wen-Hsin
Tiao-lung.

John C. H. Wu
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