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HEART APPRECIATION J

The October leaves have fallen on the lake. On bright, calm days they
lie in thousands on the now darkening water, mostly yellow flotillas ¢/\if\) of
poplar (g54%), floating continuously down from great trees that themselves
shake in the windless air with the sound of falling water, but on rainy days or
after rain they seem to swim or be driven away, and nothing remains to break
the surface except the last of the olive-yellow lily pads (#at, A:get) thatin
high summer covered every inch of water like plates of emerald (2, 884%)
porcelain (). The lilies have gone too, the yellow small-headed kind that in
bud are like swimming snakes, and the great reeds (#3) are going, woven by
wind and frost into untidy basket islands under which coot (2#) and moorhen

skid for cover at the sound of strangers.

@ Al summer, in this world of water-lilies, the coot (2s) and moorhen(#%
= mylived a bewildered (x#ey, mxay) life. There was no place where they
could swim, and all day they could be seen walking daintily (£, heads
slightly aside and slightly down, across the lily-hidden water, as bemused (k%
ty, %54 by the world of ice. In the clearer water they are more active. The
lake is long and unbroken except for two small islands. The birds, as the fit
_ takes them, dash madly up and down it, taking off and touching down like small
fussy (fr-##4) black sea-planes. Besides them the arrival of the wild duck, at
much higher speed, is almost majestic. They plane down, the necks of the
drakes (48e) shining like royal green satin (g43), with the air of sq{xadrons (=
k) coming in after long flights from home.

© It was not until late summer that fishing was possible. The water was so
low and clear after drought (7 £) that the fish could be seen in great dark shoals
(&%, < 8), sunning themselves, shy, impossible to catch. Only in the evenings,
as the air cooled and the water darkened, and the surface was broken with the
silver dances of the rising shoals, would you perhaps get a bite or two, a baby

perch (4% sucking at the worm, a roach (F3#) no bigger than a sardine. All the
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- HEART APPRECIATION J

time, on bright hot mornings especially, great pike would lie out in the middle of

the lake in shoals (&#¥) of ten or even twenty, like black torpedoes (&%),
transfixed (), never moving except in sudden immense 15k ) rises that

rocked the water-surface with rings.

@ 1t is curious, but all that live on and about water seems to belong to water.
Except for a solitary wren (gt fidgeting (4 & K% delicately about the banks
under the alder (1) trees, or a robin singing in the October afternoons across
the water from the islands, all the bird-life is that of water-birds. Rooks (&%)
never seem to come here, nor starlings (3%/\ 2); an occasional pigeon flaps (g%
i k) across to the woods; even the sea-guils belong to the ploughed (%:4hland.
But wild swans come back to nest in the piles of fawn-colored reeds in the
spring, and two great herons (% 3%) stalk the water-meadows every day, strug-
gling ponderously (##t#h) upwards at the sound of voices. Snipe whirl away
across the tussocks (zp) of brown-quilled (% &3y sedge (55%) on the
adjacent (4pir4y) marshland Z:Z#), and a solitary kingfisher (2 1) breaks with
magic electric streaks the dark enclosures under the alders that span () the
narrowest water. But sometimes, and for long periods, there is no life and no
sound at all. The water is slowly stilled after the last fish has broken it, the coot
are silent, the leaves cease their shaking and falling in the dead October air. The
crimson (g4 45 float comes to rest on water that seems to have on it a skin of

oil.

© Onsuch still clear days the color is wonderful. From the sout'l; bank of the
water poplar and alder and ash (%4 and horse-chestnut () let fall high
liquid curtains of lemon and bronze (#%4g#). Orchards (@) of cherry and pear
smolder (& iaiisiz) with drooping orange flames beyond the light wall of
almost naked willows (#ix4). The oaks are still green, but the beeches (1 E4#4) in
the distances stand like red mountains. And on the lake itself unexpected color
springs up: an island of quince trees, still green, but hung with many ripe

lanterns of bright fruit that no one gathers.
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A most curious and useful thing to realize is that one never knows the
impression one is creating on other people. One may often guess pretty accu-
rately whether it is good, bad, or indifferent (3¢ %= #y)—some people render

(GA%) it unnecessary for one to guess, they practically inform others but

that is not what I mean. I mean much more than that. I mean that one has no
mental picture corresponding to the mental picture which one’s personality
leaves in the minds of one’s friends. Has it ever struck you that there is a
mysterious individual going around, walking the streets, calling at houses for
tea, chatting, laughing, grumbling (552, % %%, arguing, and that all your friends
know him and have long since added him up and come to a definite conclusion
about him—without saying more than a chance, cautious G&f#, /vigy) word
to you; and that person is you? Supposing that you came into a drawing-room
where you were having tea, do you think you would recognize yourself as an
individuality? I think not. You would be apt to say to yourself as guests do
when disturbed in drawing-rooms b;l other guests: Who’s this chap (x4)?
Seems rather queer. I hope he won’t be a bore (& AidiRi Az And your first
telling would be slightly hostile (5&®#y). Why, even when you meet yourself
in an unsuspected (kugiRgEa) mirror in the very clothes that you have put on
that very day and that you know by heart, you are almost always shocked by
the realization that you are you. And now and then, when you have gone to the
glass to arrange your hair in the full sobriety (%#) of early morning, have you
not looked on an absolute stranger, and has not that stranger piquedb(‘;at,@ your
curiosity? And if it is thus with precise external details of form, color, and
movement, what may it not be with the vague complex (& zgpeffect of the
mental and moral individuality?

@ A man honestly tries to make a good impression. What is the result? The
result merely is that his friends, in the privacy of their minds, set him down as
aman who tries to make a good impression. If much depends on the result of a

single interview, or a couple of interviews, a man may conceivably force an-

\ [ EXPRES gm’ggv DUALITY ]
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. HEART APPRECIATION

other to accept an impression of himself which he would like to convey. But if

the receiver of the impression is to have time at his disposal, then the giver of
the impression may just as well sit down and put his hands in his pockets, for
nothing that he can do will modify (g%, #%) or influence in any way the
impression that he will ultimately give. The real impression is, in the end, given
unconsciously, not consciously; and further, it is received unconsciously, not
consciously. It depends partly on both persons. And it is immutably (Rari,
skiath) fixed beforehand. There can be no final deception. Take the extreme case,
that of the mother and her son. One hears that the son hoodwinks (3, ##%)
his mother. Not he! If he is cruel, neglectful (28, overbearing (f18ey, 4%
#. she is perfectly aware of it. He does not deceive her, and she does not
deceive herself. I have often thought: If a son could look into a mother’s heart,
what an eye-opener he would have! “What!” he would cry. “This cold, impar-
tial (ARHY, ME~Em) judgment, this keen (49, $##g9) vision for my faults,
this implacable 1% 26, %84 memory of little slights (zi, #i), and
injustices, and callousnesses (4, %i%) committed long ago, in the breast of
my mother!” Yes, my friend, in the breast of your mother. The only difference
between your mother and another person is that she takes you as you are, and

loves you for what you are. She isn’t blind: do not imagine it.

© The marvel (#i) 1S, not that people are such bad judges of character, but
>that they are such good judges, especially of what I may call fundamental
character. The wiliest person cannot for ever conceal his fundamentg] character
from the simplest. And people are very stern (=Fg#, 26 ji;dges, too.
Think of your best friends - are you oblivious of their defects? On the contrary,
you are perhaps too conscious of them. When you summon them before your
mind’s eye, it is no ideal creation what you see. When you meet them and talk
to them you are constantly making reservations ({£#) in their disfavor -unless,
of course, you happen to be a schoolgirl gushing (&) over like a fountain (5
7, #55) with enthusiasm. It is well, when one is judging a friend, to remember
that he is judging you with the same godlike and superior impartiality (AT, &
m7#n. It is well to grasp the fact that you are going through life under the

—k F NGONE'S )
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