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They Seem

s that is exactly what ¢

when things don’t turn out the

way they should. If you have faith, you ‘

just need to trust that every outcome is ‘

always to your advantage.

Two travelling angels stopped to spend the night in
the home of a wealthy family. The family was rude and
refused to let the angels stay in the mansion’s guestroom.
Instead the angels were given a small space in the cold
basement. As they made their bed on the hard floor, the
older angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it. When
the younger angel asked why, the older angel replied,
“Things aren’t always what they seem.”

The next night the pair came to rest at the house of
a very poor, but very hospitable farmer and his wife.
After sharing what little food they had the couple let the
angels sleep in their bed where they could have a good
night’s rest. When the sun came up the next morning the
angels found the farmer and his wife in tears. Their only
cow, whose milk had been their sole income, lay dead in
the field. The younger angel was infuriated and asked the
older angel how could you have let this happen? The first
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man had everything, yet you helped him, she accused. The second family had
little but was willing to share everything, and you let the cow die.

“Things aren’t always what they seem,”’the older angel replied. “When we
stayed in the basement of the mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in that hole
in the wall. Since the owner was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his
good fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn’t find it.”

“Then last night as we slept in the farmers, bed, the angel of death came for
his wife. I gave him the cow instead. Things aren’t always what they seem.”

Sometimes that is exactly what happens when things don’t turn out the way
they should. If you have faith, you just need to trust that every outcome is always

to your advantage. You might not know it until some time later...
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A Clever Donkey
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When you do something wrong and try
to cover your ass, it always come back to

bite you.
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One day a farmer’s donkey fell down into a well.
The animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried to
figure out what to do. Finally, he decided the animal was
old, and the well needed to be covered up anyway; it just

wasn’t worth it to retrieve the donkey.

He invited all his neighbors to come over and help
him. They all grabbed a shovel and began to shovel dlrt
into the well. At first, the donkey realized what was
happening and cried horribly. Then, to everyone’
amazement he quieted down. A few shovel loads late
farmer finally looked down the well. He was astoniéh
what he saw.

With each shovel of dirt that hit his back, the do:
was doing somethmg amazing. He would shake it off




key stepped up over the edge of the well and happily trotted off!

; going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to getting out
ell is to shake it off and take a step up. Each of our troubles is a
stone. We can get out of the deepest well just by not stopping, never
! . Shake it off and take a step up.

er the five simple rules to be happy:

> youlr heart from hatred-Forgive.

2. Free your mind from worries-Most never happen.

3. Live simply and appreciate what you have.

4. Give more.

5. Expect less.
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Pride goes before a fall.

An Olive tree and a Fig tree were talking one winter day.

“I feel sorry for you,” said the Olive tree.“Every year you lose all your leaves
and have to shiver through the winter with bare branches. But I stay green and
beautiful all the year round. Still, I suppose we can’t all be good-looking.”

The Fig tree was silent. Later that day the weather turned very cold. Great
grey clouds filled the sky and it was very still. It began to snow heavily.

All that night it snowed, and all the next day. Fields and hedges were thickly
covered and people had to dig paths from their houses to the roadside. The snow
settled on the Olive tree, drifting in little piles in the leaves, weighing down the
branches so that they snapped and fell to the white ground below. The Fig tree
was more fortunate. She had no leaves to trap the snow and it drifted harmlessly
through the bare twigs.

When the thaw came she was still standing, ready to put out her new spring

leaves; but the Olive tree lay broken, a twisted jumble of sticks and brown leaves.
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