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~ The Creation of Universe

In the beginning, when God created
the universe, the earth was formiess and
desolate. The raging ocean that covered
everything was engulfed in total
darkness, and the power of God was
moving over the water. Then God
commanded, “Let there be light”—and
light appeared. God was pleased with
what he saw. Then he separated the light
from the darkness, and he named the
light “Day” and the darkness “Night”. Evening passed and morning came—that was the
first day.

Then God commanded, “Let there be a dome to divide the water and to keep it in two

separate places”—and it was done. So God made a dome, and it separated the water under
it from the water above it. He named the dome “Sky”. Evening passed and morning
came—that was the second day.

Then God commanded, “Let the water below the sky come together in one place, so
that the land will appear”—and it was done. He named the land “Earth”, and he named the
water which had come together he named “Sea”. And God was pleased with what he saw.
Then he commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain and
those that bear fruit"—and it was done. So the earth produced all kinds of plants, and God
was pleased with what he saw. Evening passed and morning came—that was the third day.

Then God commanded, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate day from night and to
show the time when days, years, and religious festivals begin. They will shine in the sky to
give light to the earth”—and it was done. So God made the two larger lights, the sun to rule
over the day and the moon to rule over the night. He also made the stars. He placed the
lights in the sky to shine the earth, to rule over the day and the night, and to separate light
from darkness. And God was pleased with what he saw. Evening passed and momning
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came—that was the fourth day.

Then God commanded, “Let the water be filled with many kinds of living beings, and
let the air be filled with birds.” So God created the great sea-monsters, all kinds of creatures
that live in the water, and all kinds of birds. And God was pleased with what he saw. He
blessed them all and told the creatures that live in the water to reproduce, and to fill the sea,
and he told the birds to increase in number. Evening passed and morning came—that was
the fifth day.

Then God commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of animal life: domestic and
wild, large and small”—and it was done. So God made them all, and he was pleased with
what he saw.

God said again, “And now we will make human beings. They will be like us and
resemble us. They will have power over the fish, the birds, and all animals, domestic and
wild, large and small.” So God created human beings, making them to be like himself. He
created them male and female, blessed them, and said, “Have many children, so that your
descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in
charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals. I have provided all kinds of grain and
all kinds of fiuit for you to eat; but for all the wild animals and for all the birds I have
provided grass and leafy plants for food”—and it was done. God looked at everything he
had made, and he was very pleased. Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth
day.

So the whole universe was completed. By the seventh day God finished what he had
been doing and stopped working. He blessed the seventh day and set it apart as a special
day, because by that day he had completed his creation and stopped working. And that is
how the universe was created.
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The Garden of Eden

God had made a beautiful garden for the first man and
woman to live in. The garden, called Eden, was full of many
wonderful things. Flowers as beautiful to look at as they were
to smell grew everywhere. Soft, green grass grew under foot.
The joyful music of songbirds driffed cross gentle, warm
breezes. A clear flowing stream gave cool, fresh water to drink,
while hanging from the limbs of the many trees were all sorted

of delicious fruits. Tasty vegetable grew free for the gathering.

In the Garden of Eden were also all manner of animals, both / : L
large and small. Adam and Eve didn’t have to be afraid of any of the beasts, for all the
animals were their friends. God told the man and woman that it was their job to take care of
their new home. He also told them that two special trees grew in the garden. One was the
Tree of Life. The other was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

God told them, “You may eat the fruit that grows on all the trees except for one. You
mustn’t touch the fruit that grows on the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. If you
eat the fruit that grows on that tree, you will die.
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Figures in Greek Mythology

Narcissus: a beautiful youth who spurned the love of the nymph Echo and in
punishment was made to fall in love with his own reflection when he sat by a pool and
pined away gazing at himself in a pool one day, and at his death was changed into the

flower bearing his name narcissus.

it

Prometheus: a Titan (Titan in Greek Mythology) who made the first man from clay
and stole fire from the gods to give to mankind. In revenge for the theft, Zeus chained
Prometheus to a rock Caucasus Mountains, where his liver was eaten by an eagle which
Zeus sent every day, only to grow again every night. Prometheus had to bear and wait
someone would be willing to die for him. Hercules eventually rescued him. Prometheus has
been seen as a hero, a symbol of freedom, rebellion against tyranny, and of creative
imagination. It was said that Prometheus also taught mankind in building houses, sailing,

medicine, reading and writing and so on.
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’ Top 6 Distinct Cultures of the World

IRER7K R B S AR
»  The United States of America—Cowboy Mentality
EE—4
»  The Republic of France—Drunk in the Brewing Culture
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»  The Kingdom of Spain—Bullfght Legend
UL F H—} 4 Aea
»  Japan—Animation Wonderland
HA—rahig it 5
»  Russian Federation—Elegance in Ballet
BRI WA — R EE
»  The Kingdom of the Netherlands—Fairy Tales on Windmills
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The Origin of Christmas

The name Christmas is the shortened for “Christ’s ‘k
Mass”. A Mass is a kind of Church service. Christmas is a

religious festival. It is the day we celebrate as the birthday
of Jesus. There are special Christmas services in Christian

‘“‘ff’“"
e

churches all over the world. But many of the festivities of
Christmas do not have anything to do with religion.
Exchanging gifts and sending Christmas cards are the
modern ways of celebrating Christmas in the world.

There was a story about the birth of Jesus. God bestowed Virgin Mary a child on her.
Joseph, her fiancé was minded to put her away secretly. While God sent Gabriel, an angel
of the Lord to appear in Joseph’s dream and told Joseph to marry Mary. Mary will give a
birth a Son, and he shall call him Jesus because he will save people from their sins.

Before Jesus birth, the government of Rome ordered that everyone go to Bethlehem to
get registered. Joseph and Mary had to obey. When they arrived there, it was already dark.
All the hotels were full of people. There was no room for them to stay in but a stable. Then
Jesus was bomn. Later, people honored the birth of Jesus on December 25, namely
Christmas Day.

Christmas cards appeared in 1846 and the concept of a jolly Santa Claus was first
made popular in the nineteenth century. Many of the celebrations at Christmas are
traditional customs. Some people dress up in a red suit and wear a long white beard. They
pretend to be Father Christmas or Santa Claus and put presents in socks hung by the beds of
children. “Santa Claus” is another name people give to Saint Nicholas, a good man who
helped the poor and gave gifts to them more than 300 years ago.

To most Westerners in European and America, Christmas Day symbolizes the end of
the year, although there are still a few days left. Shop windows are decorated with
Christmas trees about a month before December 25th. Cotton wool is stuck on the shop
windows to resemble snow, and holly and mistletoes are hung up. Everyone is wearing a
smiling face and enjoying the seasonal sea of happiness.

On Christmas Eve, children are all very excited. Usually they are sent to bed early so that
their parents can get the presents ready. Younger children think that Father Christmas will
come down the chimney or fireplace, so they hang up a sock for him fo put presents in. The
greedy ones even hang up a pillowcase to try to get more presents. Later that night it is their
parents that put presents in the sock or pillowcase and leave others under the Christmas tree.
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The History of Halloween

Halloween is an autumn holiday
that Americans celebrate every year.
It comes every October 31. The
origin of Halloween dates back 2,000
years ago to the Celtic celebration of
the dead. A Celtic festival was held
on November 1, the first day of the
Celtic New Year, honoring the
Shaman, the Lord of the Dead. Celtic

ritual believed that the souls of the dead returned on the evening before November. The

celebration included burning sacrifices and costumes. These early events began as both a
celebration of the harvest and an honoring of dead ancestors.

The custom of Halloween was brought to American in the 1840’s by Irish immigrants
fleeing their country’s potato famine. At that time, the favorite pranks in New England
included tipping over outhouses and unhinging fence gates.

It is said that Halloween evening used to be thought the most wonderful night of the
year. It was the night when witches and evil spirits came back on earth. People kept up
many strange old customs in an effort to keep these evil things away. Farmers used to light
big fires in their fields, and the farm workers and their families would walk around the
fields singing old songs. Sometimes they would stop to hear the local priest offer prayers to
the good spirits, and ask them to help the evil ones away.

In more recent times, Halloween has become a time for the parties, when children
dress up as witches and play all kinds of special games. After the games there is often a big
supper with plenty of pumpkin pie, cakes and a lot of other delicious things to eat. Every
autumn, there is the harvest season of the Vegetables. People pick large orange pumpkins.
Then they cut faces in the pumpkins and put lights inside. It looks like there is a person
looking out of the pumpkins! These lights are called jack-0’-lanterns, which means “Jack of
the lantern”. But in this modern age many of the pumpkins are being replaced with plastic

electric ones that can be brought out each year.
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