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I Love Gulangyu

In the summer of 1999, Xu Zhenmin received a call from Zheng
Xiaoying, art director of Xiamen Philharmonic Orchestra, asking him to
compose a piece of piano and orchestra music based on The Waves of
Gulangyu Island, a song by Zhong Limin and loved by the Xiamen people.
Xu agreed and traveled southward to the island to get inspired. The music
was finished before the 50 anniversary of the People’s Republic of China
and debuted in Xiamen by Xiamen Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by
Zheng. The pianist was Zhang Zhiwei, a pianist from the island.

The introduction of the music is largo and lyric, followed by the
serene but beautiful piano—played theme of The Waves of Gulangyu Island.
The theme recurs in grandeur after i‘epeat, extension and development. The
orchestra is matched by the piano with fluctuant arpeggios to show its
endless love for scenic Gulangyu.

The middle of the music brings our memory back to historic hardships
where people longed for a bright future.

The piano produces the magnificent theme in fortissimo in the
recapitulation part. The orchestra goes in tutti to depict our lovely

hometown and eulogize our great nation.
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