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#HEFEHE 100 Paintings of Chrysanthemums by Hu Jieqing
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A Photo of Hu Jieqing, Taken in 1997
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I love flowers. I love appreciating and painting flowers, and I love growing flowers.

I have partiality for chrysanthemums.

I am a native of Beijing from a family of the Man nationality. As a tradition,
bannermen of Beijing have kept the custom of growing chrysanthemums. The climate
of Beijing is favourable for such activity. Diversified varieties, a long planting history
and the boundless latent capacity of changes can bring about the appearance of innu-
merable kinds of beautiful chrysanthemums like an inexhaustible treasure resource. In
my childhood, chrysanthemums were alaways my companions in autumn.

When I grew up into a middle-aged woman and possessed a steady residing environ-
ment, I began to grow chrysanthemums. The activity came to a climax when several
hundred pots of chrysénthemums which fell into over 100 varieties were kept. In autu-
mns, household exhibitions of chrysanthemums, with single large flower each, could be
held. They looked magnificent. We often invited our friends to appreciate the flowers
and dined together. Those were days which we were most proud of. They were festivals
of the family. Chrysanthemums brought us the greatest pleasure.

Certain knowledges and hard labour are necessary in planting chrysanthemums. It
requires a whole year’s laborious work to turn a petit bud into a large flower. I can
still remember the experience that when a summer rainstorm came, the whole family
were generally mobilized to the rescue before the night was out. Once, the wall col-
lapsed in a heavy rain and over 100 pots of newly planted single-petaled chrysanthe-
mums were completely destroyed. All members of the family felt sorrowful for a whole
week. When committing in growing chrysanthemums, you may lose and gain, and you
pay out but will be rewareded at last.

Chrysanthemums are objects of my sketches. Collected in this album are 100 pai-
ntings in heavily coloured and double-lined fine brushwork, which record the varieties
of chrysanthemums I grew in past years.

Chrysanthemums are my favorite.

Paintings in this album embody my love for them.

Hu Jieqing
July 18,1995
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The process of chrysanthemum-growing can roughly be summed up as follows:

At the end of autumn, choose stronger tender buds from roots of chrysanthemums
and insert them into the soil in small pots, 50r 6 in one pot. Put pots indoor on wind-
owsills to pass winter days so that roots will be formed gradually. Water them slightly
to bring out a few young leaves.

After Qing Ming (the 5th Solar Term), take buds out from pots. Build narrow flo-
wer beds in the court and plant the buds one each into a pit and let them grow up
gradually. Side branches should be plucked as soon as they come out, i.e., only major
stems are kept. After a rainfall, drip backs of leaves with a watering can to removed
spattered soil.

After Li Qiu(the 13th Solar Term), move them from the bed and plant them one
each into 7-cun flowerpots. Pour light fertilizer on once at 3-day intervals. Put testines
of chickens and fish into a large vat, pour in utensil-cleaning water(not salty), add fea-
thers of chickens and ducks, plus some Chinese chives, so that strong fertilizer will be
ready. Cover the vat tightly to keep the bad odour from leaking out. In autumn, scoop
up fertilizing liquid with a little can and mix plenty of cold water, so that a can of mi-
xed liquid can be divided to 3 pots of chrysanthemums.

When a rainstorm comes in summer, the pots should be in an erect position and
the stems should stretch horizontally. This is to prevent the roots from being destroyed
by stored up water.

When the stems grow taller and taller, support them separately with a thin bamboo
strip, otherwise they won't stand straight.

If any of the petals grow long and will form up big flowers, support them separate-
ly with an iron wire ring which is fixed under the calyx, thus the flowers will look
open, flat and beautiful.

All the above are my own experiences.

She Yu and I learned to grow chysanthemums from Elder Brother Zi Xiang who
passed on a great deal of skills on that art. I am only the recorder of his experiences.
May they exist long and be spread widely.

Hu Jieqing
July 18,1995
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"Silver Needle”



™ JEHREE  “Purple-clouded Wine Cup”
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w HRE "Zi Guang Cabinet”




