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Maximilianhoefe, Marstallplatz Muechen
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Extension of the Bavarian State Opera, two new office buildings
and a new public cultural place in Munich, Germany.

People say Munich in the south of Germany is the most northern
Italian city. And indeed, the influence of Italian culture is reflected
in the historical buildings, public spaces, the paintings and a
widespread love of opera; a phenomenon best seen in very heart
of Munich, in the Maximilianstrsse, a magnificent boulevard from
the 1850s with achitecture worthy of any european capital. Built
in the then fashionable Neo-Renaissance style today it is Munich's
top adress for culture as well as for business and retail.

The 13 000m’ site of the Maximilianhoefe project lies right on the
Maximilianstrasse next to the Opera House of the Bavarian State
Opera and the former royal Residence. Ironically, this prestigeous
site had been derelict since its bombing in WW II. For the last
fifty years the State of Bavaria, as the site owner, had reserved the
valuable and last open site in the historic inner city for the future
expansion of the State Opera.

In January 2000 Gewers Kuehn & Kuehn won the international
competition (see: PA 23 Gewers Kuehn+Kuehn) proposing
some 51 000m2 mixed use development divided into three new
buildings, one for the opera and two for private use, all connected
by narrow streets, squares and the Marstallplatz as a new cultural
public space.

Arranged around the so-called "Salpeterhof " , a wedge shape
new town square in the centre, the new buildings create a dense
though architecturally varied and highly distinctive new city
quarter, uncompromisingly modern yet sensitively blending
into Munich's historical city centre. Clad in steel and glass
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facades the architectural volumes are carefully orchestrated in
the urban context to correspond with those of their neighbours.
New sightlines allow for surprising long views in and out of
the development. The eye runs along the horizontal facade lines
which tie new and historic buildings together into a formal
architectural dialogue. Although the buildings do not look alike
they seem to be related as if they were products of the same
genetic code, as individual actors in a large family of buildings.
The two private buildings with a total of some 25 000m2 are for
commercial offices and flagship retail stores. Facing the splendid
Maximilianstrasse, the so-called "Buerklein Bau" maintains a
listed historic facade thus allowing the noble Neo-Renaissance
style Maximilianstrasse to regaine the last missing piece to its
complete historical grandeur. The back of the building, however,
is fully glazed and establishes a visual and material dialogue with
its contemporary neighbours.

The other private building, the "Maximilianhoefe" with its efficent
square plan surrounds a small patio with an orange grove and
accomodates offices and shops on the ground floor. Here it also
incorporates a historical columned hall, the former royal horse
stables, dating back to the Baroque. Exposed behind a transparent
glass curtain the large hall is now used as a restaurant with
exquisite Italian cuisine.

The jewel in the crown of the three new buildings, however, is
the new rehearsal house for the Bayerische Staatsoper. Designed
for very different spacial requirements, it includes four huge
rehersal halls for up to 199 musicians as well as large working
areas for costume, sound studios and archives. The building also
incorporates the opera administration offices, the ticket office
and storage. It is surrounded by three levels of underground car
parking. With eleven levels in all, seven above and four below
ground, the building functions as the engine of the opera and
provides every opera-related activity exept the performance itself.
The main facade of this building is made of elegant silver grey
steel panels with large vertical windows and round corners, even
the roof is clad in steel.

The huge volumes of the rehearsal halls determine the shape of
the building. Clad in velvet redpannels behind planar glass walls
they discretely and intrigingly hint at their content. To the north
the facade opens up to the newly laid out Marstallplatz, which
after its rejuvenation has turned into a true cultural space for the
people. Surrounded by some of the cities most prominent cultural
institutions the new Marstallplatz will add another vibrant centre
to the inner city. In summer people can sit in the evening sun,
have a drink and meet friends. Occasionally up to 4 000 spectators
can enjoy open air classic concerts- Leo von Klenze's orginal
dream of an Italian Piazza finds its architectural conclusion.
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Longitudinal section through Buerkleinbau(left) and the extension of State Opera
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Project Credits:

Location: Reichstagufer 12/14, Dorotheenstra B
e 80-84 10117 Berlin

Client: Bundesrepublik Deutschland vertreten
durch Bundesministerium fiir Verkehr, Bau- und
Wohnungswesen und das Bundesamt fiirr Bauwesen
und Raumordnung

Constructor Supervisor: Jiirgen Forsbach, Dr.
Albrecht Kinze

Cooperate Construction: Holger Gro--mann, Edgar
Napieralski, Thomas Quinten, Karl Strébl
Project Directing: HPP Bau- und Projektmanagement
GmbH, Diisseldorf

Design: 1995

Construction : 1996

Completion :

1st. Construction: October 1997:

2nd. Construction: October 1998:

3rd. Construction‘August 2000

Photo: Stefan Schilling, Kéln

Press and Information Office of the Fed-

eral Government in Berlin
MBI AR EERKE

Architect & General Planner: KSP Engel und Zimmermann Architekten Braunschweig KoIn Frankfurt Berlin Minchen

Project Manger: Marc Volmerhaus, Thomas Rinne

Cooperate Planning: Tanja Heinrich, Peter C. Hertel, Annett Janeczko, Jolanta Kawycz, Andrew Kiel, Till Manecke, Luis Mola, Manfred

Pohl, Renate Ténsmann, Ginter Wagenknecht, HennerWinkelmdiller, lise Wolff
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The Federal Press Office is located between Dorotheenstrasse and
the Reichstagsufer on two sites, each of them has very different
history. From the 18th century until the end of the WW I, the
eastern part was been occupied by the Villa Kameke, one of Berlins
the finest examples of baroque architecture built by Andreas Schlue
ter. The Berlin-wellknown covered market IV was established on
the western part of the site and was replaced through renovation
and new structures during the WW [ by the post office bank
headquarters, a function it retained until 1990s.

The Frenchstyle gardens of the Villa Kameke originally ran down to
the banks of the River Spree, Berlins main traffic and transport
artery, linking up visually with other baroque landmarks such as
Schloss Monbijou, Palace Wartensleben and the Royal Dairy at
Unterbaum.

In 1779 the site was purchased by the Lodge of Royal York de
LAmiti. The Orangerie was converted into a masonic lodge and
linked to Schl ters building by a passageway. The French-style
gardens were then changed into an English style landscape park.
Later, about half way between Dorotheenstrasse (then known as
Clara-Zetkin-Strasse) and the Reichstagsufer a large-scale canteen
for employees of the capital of the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) was built. In the 1980s a further prefabricated office building
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was built on Dorotheenstrasse. After 1990 the site of the lodge was
returned to its legal owners. In view of the plans for the city, the
Royal York Lodge was willing to sell it to the gouvernment.
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