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Preface

To use English freely in the IELTS speaking test has been an aspiration for all of you,
but how to fulfill this dream probably is a puzzle for many.

This book has been conceptualized and devised as a self-study aid, intended for
learners who will take the IELTS test within a couple of weeks.

In all honesty, this target audience is best characterized by their taxing anxiety, or even
desperation, and the frantic all-nighters when note cards are splayed all over the floor in
messy piles. They are so worked up because they are afraid they will end up being
unprepared or underprepared for the test. Eventually, most of them step into the test
room with their brains jam-packed with rigid templates and corny bromides, many of
which are antiquated English. Then, when actually striking up a conversation with the
examiner, they find themselves hopelessly tongue-tied and dumbfounded.

Mean band score by most frequent countries or regions of origin ( Academic)

Source: www. ielts. org
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In my estimation, overall the Chinese candidates’ poor performance has been due to
their “overpreparation” or “ mispreparation”, if you will, for the IELTS speaking test
than to the lack of lexical resources to draw on. The intense cramming and the chunky,
indigestible masses that are brutally crammed into their brains render the entire
preparation process a strategic failure. And the accompanying psychological insecurity
and resistance further aggravate everything.

My six years of experience as an IELTS teacher in China informs me students get most
amazing results when they learn with a happy mood. Learning with fun has been a
firmly-entrenched pedagogical principle in many Western countries, just as
indiscriminate rote learning has been institutionalized in a host of Chinese schools. Now
that the readers of this book are about to be tested in a Western language by a
Westerner with typically Western thought, it only makes sense the author’s best bet
would be to shun the awe-inspiring words, the formidably intricate sentences and the
baffling grammatical points and just settle for something more approachable, accessible
and easier to be transferred to long-term memory.

You must be frowning. Yes, | contradict myself with all the high-sounding, stilted stuff in
this foreword. As a matter of fact, no matter who you are and where you are from, one
thing’s for sure: You are not taking the IELTS test anytime soon. Candidates-to-be don't
have time for this particular segment of any publications in the first place. Even if they
didn't leap right to the first chapter, they couldn’t possibly have trudged this far in this
section, for it is swamped with words that are unfamiliar to them. Only goes to show how
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essential it is for me to come up with something less intimidating in the main body of this
book.

Given the painstaking efforts Chinese candidates make prior to the IELTS speaking test,
on average their scores are deplorably low. | am convinced this far-fromsatisfying
situation can be largely attributed to the general misunderstanding, or “myth” that only
pompous and well-regurgitated wording and phrasing can guarantee good scores in the
test. This assumption is dubious on two accounts:

v~ What is a good score anyway? ( My understanding of this is the best possible score a
candidate can potentially get, so it has more to do with realistic potential than with
arbitrary conjecture. )

7« Do students have to get the examiner completely daunted to get a satisfactory score
in a test specifically devised for non-native English speakers? | just wonder.

English-as-a-second-language tests, by definition, do not require the candidates to to
speak “perfect” English. The ability to express themselves comfortably and to get their
messages across effectively are much more desirable than showy bravura. And
considering the time constraints candidates are confronted with before the test,
principled compromises in expectations would be very much in order.

This book gives its readers access to a wealth of words, phrases, sentences,
paragraphs and passages organized by commonly-tested topics. Still, it is advised
readers focus more on how the author uses these elements to construct ideas. The
primary purpose of this book is not to drill the readers in reciting memorized pieces
verbatim, but to coax the readers into orally producing their own ideas about recurrent
topics in the IELTS speaking test. With this book, readers will come to the realization
speaking English isn't so hard, after all, and they can talk in English too. The
conventional wisdom of “Don’t speak just to hear yourself talk. ” doesn’t apply here. |
will constantly conjole my readers into “just talking” or even rambling a bit with their
flawed but far more laid-back and effectual English. Also, the author will share with you
many carefully-crafted, tried-and-true techniques for you to ace this test. Additionally,
every now and then, you'll stumble across a variety of things about the English-speaking
cultures.

As it turns out, this book is more than a survival kit for IELTS-takers. It winds up more
like an escape fiction book more concerned with a distinct escapism from the
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pedagogical tyranny and archaisms that are dominating the IELTS speaking preparation
in China. Such a book will deserve a corner on the market, I'm positive, not just
because it's unique, but because of its substantial utility as an alternative genre. The
reader will discover his/her own worth and potential and walk away with what the author
has put in this publication — self-assurance and strength.

Pat
NYC
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Y mEXHIRS

True Lies

Using lies as alibis

Is the same game
Played in different ways
It’s just a waste of time
Made for gullible minds
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