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Esteemed as prior to other four ancient renowned mou-
ntains, Mount Tai was called “Daizong” in the ancient times.
The mountain was formed 2,500 million years ago with the
earth’s primeval orogenic movement. Located in the central part
of Shandong Province, and in the east of North China Plain,
Mount Tai Range stretches eastwards for more than 200 kilo-
metres along south bank of the Yellow River. The main peak of
the mountain in Tai'an which is 1545 metres above sea level is
located 65 kilometres south of Jinan, the capital of Shandong.
Facing the East sea as well as the Yellow River, it cuts a con-
spicuous figure in China with its magnificence, loftiness, long
history, numerous cultural relics and natural beauty. It is the first
place in China to be listed as the world’s cultural and natural he-
ritage site by UNESCO.

In addition to its magnificence and loftiness, Mount Tai itse-
If is a treasury of oriental cultural relics as well as a museum of
the history of Chinese culture. The famous Davenkou culture and
Longshan culture originating here have been regarded by experts

as the origin of Chinese written language and one of the place
where the earliest Chinese civilization originated.

Mount Tai is closely related with the forming of Chinese na-
tion’s psychology and spirit. The reason why Mount Tai was nat
med “Ancestor of all mountains as well as the Head of the Five
Mountains” lies in the ancient people’s geographical concept
that dwelling in the centre of the universe was the most desir-
able. From this point of view, the original worship of Mount Tai
was linked essentially with the forming of the nation’s thinking
model of centrality. The centrality and achievement-maintaining
thinking models thus have played an important role in the unity
of the country and in the solidarity and prosperity of the nation.
As the materialization of the national spirit, Mount Tai has often
been taken to symbolize the greatness, diligence, honesty, in-
telligence and tenacity of the Chinese people.

From ancient times up till now Mount Tai has been regarded
as the resting place of the human spirits by the Chinese people.
And a concept has been thus formed that all spirits (souls)
ought to go back to Mount Tai for a peaceful rest, which has ex-
erted an farreaching influence on the Chinese culture and de-
rived the patriotism — the national spirit.

Mr. Guo Moruo, famous writer and poet, once said,

“Mount Tai is a partial epitome of the Chinese historical cul-
ture.” In China’s long history, Mount Tai has been reflected in
various types of literary works such as mythology, ballads, poe-
try, prose, novel, etc., Mount Tai has also been looked up to by
emperors of the past dynasties as a sacred mountain and extolled
by numerous renowned figures of the past ages, such as con-
fucius, Si Magian, Li Bai, Du Fu, Su Shi, to name only a few, in
their poems and proses, leaving thousands of inscriptions on ste-
les over the mountain, many of which display the top achieve-
ments of Chinese calligraphy.

The old saying goes “One has eyes but may fail to recogn-
ize Mount Tai” . This may emphasize the depth and mag-
nificence of the mountain. Mount Tai is no longer only famous
in China. Its great influence, which has passed the limits of spa-
ce and time, has become world wide.
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The Most Magnificent Mountain Under Heaven

TR T &M — 1y

+\&

AL ERRIT, G- 8, &EFWF, LERAZT
W E T, A BEA RN KR R AR, R
NZTREEXZB, AR+ AR ZHFEET—A
g, T, XBEH, REX, BLTREZ
B, AL K B ik, (U A B LARE T L, BIA R,

The Eighteen Bends

From Duisong Shan to the Southheaven Gate, the 1000 me-
tre long precipitous steps look almost vertical from afar. At the
middle of the steps there is a stone archway called “Shengxia-
nfang” which means a person passing by the archway will im-
mediately become a celestial being.
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Duisong Mountain in Autumn
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Tourist Route for Ascent of Mount Tai
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Railway Statian
Taishan Hotel
Overseas Chinese Mansion
Taishan Grand Hotel
Yunhai Hotel
Foreign Trade Contre
Dazhong Bridge
Longtan Reservior
Hushan Reservior
Dai Temple
Daizong Archwy
Wangmu Pool
Martyrs Comefery
Children’s Park
Red Gate
Martyr's Temple
Temple's of Five Sages
Puzhao Temple
Mr. Feng yuxing's tomb
Wanxian Tower
Sanyang Taoist Temple
Doumu Place
Jingshi Valley
Hutian Pavilion
Butian Bridge
Midheaven Gate
Yunbu Bridge
Fivepine Pavitian
The Welcome pink
Chaoyang Cave
Duisang Pavilion
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Shenxian Archway
South Gate of Heaven
Moon Watchin peak
Bixia Temple

Tang Stone lascription
Shenqi Hotel

Jade Emparor Summit
Gongbei Rock
Viewing— Lu Rock
Bridge of Celestial Beings
Houshiwu

Peach Blossom Garden
Cableway

Cableway

Cableway

Bending Stops
Winding high way
Fan cliff

Rerains of Tian sheng fort
Longdevity Bridge
Blackdragon Pool
Aolai Peak

Jiunu fort

Yaoguan Summit
Duxiu Peak

Laoyun fort

Zhongxi Mountain
Longquan Peak
Motian Peak

North gate of Heaven
Jiulong Mountain
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