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Competition Background

In the aftermath of 9/11, it would appear that
countries in South America and Asia have
absolutely no qualms about building into the
clouds. As part of official plans to celebrate

the bicentennial of the Chilean Republic, the
Municipality of Santiago and the Colegio de
Arquitectos de Chile called for an international
competition to design the “Bicentennial Tower"
in downtown Santiago. The Bicentennial tower
was proposed to become the tallest man-
made structure in Latin America and to serve as
a major urban landmark, city observatory, and
a telecommunication tower. The tower will also
become part of a major redevelopment effort
revitalize Santiago's downtown around the cultural
center and the central market area.
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Remarks

This competition was not only one of the most
important competitions of civic architecture in
Latin America in several decades, but also an
encouraging step indicating how architects and
civic leaders can began to engage in a wider
discourse to shape their cities in that region of the
world.
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Benny Borquez/ Nicolas Loi
Project 1 the first prize

The winners were architects Benny Borquez and Nicolas Loi whose
257 meter transparent tower has three major steel elements: a
central service core, an exterior mesh and a triangulated steel
structure that unifies the core and the exterior mesh. The external
mesh records the morphing in space of two rectangles that rotate
90 degrees from the bottom to the top. The tower is crowned with
an opening, “an urban window,” where the top-viewing platform is
located.
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Tidy2Marin 20 B2 ( ZFX ) Tidy2Marin Project 2
the second prize

The runner-up entry, a 225-meter high project has a concrete core
that is covered by 44 elliptically shaped steel structures that move
freely with the wind. The turning effect of the structure is similar to
the vertebrae in living organisms. The shape of the tower changes
with the direction of the wind which helps reduce the oscillation of
the tower from four meters to one.
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A BT J - TEHC - A - E=#E A, Andia J. Fontana C. Gomez

ZEZI/ SHRNA3 (F—EEX)  and Engineer |. Barandiarianm
Project 3 the first honorable
mention

The first honorable design measures 231 meters plus an 80 meter
antenna. The tower is designed so torque forces, created by the
wind, are carried in the twisted shape made of tubular steel. This
strategy allows the tower to become the tallest-slender tower in
the world and creates an ephemeral and dramatic form that is
transformed as the viewers move.
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Chicago’s Burnham Memorial
Competition

ZINEHAMB L 2RIt R

I‘;‘.Tu;q

i
t1
E|
-
|
-
i
3
3
3




