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Preface

| am addicted to architectural design. Lingnan master architect Hsia Changshi was my supervisor
during my postgraduate time. Meanwhile, | also benefited from the guidance and cultivation of many
other Lingnan architectural teachers and seniors. As an architecture student, | deeply knew | shouldered
the responsibility of passing down the environment-oriented architectural concept and the flexible design
style of Lingnan architecture school. In those turbulent years, | learned how to get along with people and
polished my dialectical thinking ability despite the fact that | missed a lot of chances for practice, which
laid a firm foundation for my future career. After the Cultural Revolution, in order to improve my design
level and efficiency at a faster speed and to make up for the lost time, | chose the development path that
combined architectural design with researches and teaching as well.

Over the past 30 years since the reform and opening up, especially in the past decade, with the
sustained and rapid development of the national economy, our country embraces the new upsurge of
urban construction. As a man in his 40s, | felt so lucky that | did not miss the gold age for architects.
Through substantial architectural practices, | widened my design field from Guangdong Province to the
whole nation, gradually forming the design thoughts of “ two views and three features” — the
perspectives of integration and sustainable development and the characteristics of a region, culture and
times. Meanwhile, | expanded the studio and formed a design team characterized by innovative ideas,
creation passion, and outstanding achievements and talents, aiming to explore a modern architecture
design path with Chinese characteristics.

This collection consists of three sections: articles, works and the team. It is a microcosm of my
architectural design, research and teaching experience. The majority of the selected works are the
design projects | presided over in the past decade, including cultural buildings like memorial halls,
museums, and many campus planning and designs and large-scale public buildings like office buildings
hotels, and renovation of old cities. All these accomplishments are achieved by the joint efforts of the
whole team. Meanwhile, they are also a phase summary. | sincerely hope that the publication of this
collection can make some contributions to the communications in the architectural field and to the future
development of architecture.

The publication of this collection owes debts to many people. | would like first to single out for
special acknowledgements the students and architects with whom | have been privileged to work. | am
particularly indebted to my wife Li Qixia, who goes through thick and thin with me all these years. | am
grateful as well to the successive leaders of South China University of Technology, and the colleagues of
the School of Architecture and of the Design and Research Institute, and all the friends who offered me
support and encouragement. | also sincerely thank the country and the great age which provide me with
development opportunities.

| save my final words of thanks for South China University of Technology Press and those that
helped with the edition of this collection. These include: Guo Weihong, Wu Zhongping, Zhang Zhenhui,
Zheng Shaopeng, Huang Peining, He Wenzheng, Chen Yin, Song Jiangtao, Huang Chengxin etc.

He Jingtang
February 8, 2010
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My Architectual Life

| was born in Dongguan, Guangdong Province. Dongguan was then a small town well-known as
“the land of abundance” in the Pearl River Delta. When | was a little boy, | was greatly attracted by
the picturesque landscape in my hometown with rivers and brooks meandering amidst dense litchi
trees and small villages. | used to carry my haversack and drawing board, following my elder brother to
the suburbs to learn sketching, which gradually cultivated my interest in drawing. However, my dream
was to become an engineer. How could | reconcile my dream with my interest? Later, my teacher told
me that an architect was a scientist as well as an artist. It coincided with my aspiration, and | decided to
choose architecture as my major.

In 1956, after my graduation from Dongguan High School, | passed the entrance examination and
was enrolled as a student in the Department of Architecture, South China Institute of Technology, now
South China University of Technology. The Department of Architecture has a long history and
possesses a very strong teaching staff. The students here were all highly praised for their creative
thinking as well as their executive practical capabilities. Under the instruction of my teachers, | inherited
such a fine tradition and completed my five-year study with excellent records. Right after my graduation,
| took the entrance examination for postgraduate studies and successfully became a student of
Professor Hsia Changshi, the great master of Lingnan Architecture School.

| felt like a duck in water during the four-year graduate study because all my talents and passion
could be fully activated and released. With Professor Hsia, | visited all the four renowned gardens in
Central Canton and those in Chaozhou-Shantou area. Besides, we made thorough investigations on
imperial gardens in north China and gardens of southern Yangtze River delta. | assisted my supervisor
in case studies on Lingnan architecture.

| loved my major and enjoyed the campus atmosphere very much. Though my country was in
tough economic condition in these years, my enthusiasm was not quenched. Instead, | devoted myself
to my study. | used to memorize English vocabulary while travelling on bus and always carried a
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sketchbook with me so that | would not miss anything worthy of drawing down. As a resullt, | collected a
large number of original manuscripts and records of various buildings. In 1964 | went to Beijing to
collect materials for my dissertation, and | found an English book which was highly pertinent to my
dissertation. However, as a rule, | could only keep the book for a few of days. There were no
photocopiers in those days, and the condition of the hostel | stayed in a Beijing courtyard was very poor
| decided to copy the full text, figures and diagrams by hand. It may be considered a foolish thing to do
today, but it increased my will and honed my skill indeed. | sometimes show the booklet to my students.
They are all amazed by those handwritten pages full of tiny English words, figures and diagrams.

After graduation | began to make my way in the world. Like many other young people of my
generation, | wished | could be “a fish in the wide sea or a bird in the vast sky” . Unfortunately, the
Cultural Revolution broke out soon afterwards and classes were suspended. We were all assigned to
work in Hubei Architectural Design Institute for we were vilified as “shoots of revisionism” and then all
the staff members were sent to a remote countryside to do farm work. We worked at sunrise and could
not rest until sunset. My wife worked in Beijing Architectural Design Institute then and we were
separated from each other by hundreds of miles. After many failures, | was finally transferred to work in
Beijing.

Although most of my prime time was wasted by the “ Cultural Revolution” , | was fortunate
enough to have read books such as Dialectics and On Contradiction and On Practice. Later, | learned to
grasp the principle contradictions in face of complicated matters and learned the method of analyzing
problems in accordance with concrete problems. These theoretical studies laid a solid philosophical
foundation for my later architectural design.

With the end of the “Cultural Revolution” , China entered a new historical era in which economic
development is taken as the nation’s central task. Everything was to be revitalized and capital
construction projects sprang up everywhere. As a result, the building industry which had witnessed a
slump for many years suddenly experienced a boom. My long-repressed passion was rekindled. | loved
architecture and longed to do something in my field. | wished | could seize every opportunity to learn
and practice even though | was already 40 years old then. | tempered myself by participating in the few
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Manuscript of Ke Garden of Dongguan, in 1970s
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Manuscript of Guangzhou Western Han Nanyue King's Tomb Museum
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design competitions available, and devoted myself to the few architectural designs. To make up for the
lost time, | explored a way which combined architectural design and theory so as to improve my level
and efficiency.

Through several years’ efforts, the four of us in the family returned to South China Institute of
Technology in May 1983, where | had my teachers and colleagues and everything was familiar to me. |
believed that the academic atmosphere in the university would provide an immense space for creation,
research and practice. My family were temporarily accommodated at the institute’ s hotel. A few days
later, Dean Chen Kaiging told me that a competition was to be held for the design of Shenzhen Science
museum which was a very influential project. However, there were only three weeks left before the
submission deadline. He asked me if | would like to participate in the competition. My first reaction was
that | must seize this chance. Although our consigned baggage had not arrived and we had not settled
down, both my wife and | were eager to take this opportunity and we decided to face the first challenge
after our return to our home province. My wife and | worked for over 20 days and our design was finally
chosen for construction. We thus successfully completed our first work of artistic creation after we
came back to Guangzhou and it made a hit. Later we summarized this design experience from
theoretical perspective and wrote the paper “ Form, Function, Space and Style” , which was
published in Architectural Journal. This project was awarded several prizes, and since then | decided to
combine architectural designs with theoretical research. | also decided that each project must aim at
excellence, and every project should be summarized into an academic paper.

When | was a student, my supervisor often told me that architecture was so comprehensive that it
covered nearly every aspect of life. He also told me that architects were a group of people who knew
the essence of life best and who were good at seizing every opportunity to learn from life. | kept his
words in mind all these years, asking for advice from senior architects, learning from colleagues and
consulting from experts of different professions. Throughout my career, | was so lucky that | have
received help and advice from many great masters of architecture. Among the Lingnan architects, the
man who has influenced me most is Professor Hsia Changshi. He was my supervisor, and is known
not only for his profound learning and flexible way of thinking, but also for his practical attitude, effective
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working method, and his courage to challenge conventions. He is an architectural educationist, an
outstanding architect and a famous gardening specialist as well. He studied in Germany when he was
young, and in his work, he perfectly combined rationality, exquisiteness and practicality of German style
with naturalness, flexibility and aesthetic atmosphere of Chinese gardening style. He created a new
architectural technology which adapted to the subtropical climate in Lingnan, and led the reform of
Lingnan architecture. His works represent the openness, simplicity and compatibility of Lingnan
architecture. He is known as the founder of modern Lingnan Architecture.

In the mid 1980" s, Mo Bozhi and She Junnan, two important architects, were invited as advisers
and professors by our university. | was assigned to assist them in running the master’ s program. We
cooperated in many design projects and this provided me with many opportunities to learn from the
two great masters. In 1985, Mr. Mo and | worked together to design Museum of the Mausoleum of the
Nanyue King in the Western Han Dynasty. Senior architect Li Qixia was in charge of the architecture,
and Ma Wei and Hu Weijian, two of my graduate students, also contributed to the design. It was an
influential design project our institute has ever taken. The whole project, from the overall planning to the
specific building of the Exhibition Hall in first stage and the Treasures Hall in second stage, took us
seven years to complete. From the very beginning, we aimed to make our design of the museum as
original and innovative as possible so that it could embody the historical culture of over 2000 years ago
and reflect the contemporary culture. Overall layout and every detail were meticulously considered over
and over again, and necessary modifications were made during the construction. The elevation view of
the first-stage Exhibition Hall was not confirmed even though the exterior walls had been finished. We
went out of our way to find a solution and finally found a type of sandstone in Dongguan, which
matched the mausoleum perfectly. We decided to use the sandstone as the fascia to cover the walls.
Professor Pan He, a famous sculptor, was invited to design the relief sculptures and the stone lions at
the entrance. All this ensured the completion and success of the whole project, which won many
outstanding design awards such as the State Design Gold Medal. We summarized the design
experiences and ideas of the two-stage design into papers and had them published in Architectural
Journal. The success of the project fully demonstrates the strength of institutions of higher education in
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combining design, research and teaching. It is impossible to imagine that such a huge project could
have been completed without the academic environment and the collective efforts in the university.

| began to supervise postgraduate students in 1989. The Academic Degree Office of the State
Council approved our university’ s application to set up a Ph.D. program in architectural design in 1996.
| became one of the first faculty members to teach and supervise Ph.D. candidates of architectural
design and theory. Upon my return to teach in the university, | had hoped to combine design, research
and teaching into one, and now my wish had come true. | tried to orient the postgraduate program
towards the integration of theoretical study with design practice, which aimed to cultivate highly
qualified architects capable of both in design and research.

| am both a supervisor and a friend of my students. My team often work late into the night
conceiving and sketching, and we shared the happiness of our success. | still remember that my
students ordered a 28-pound cake for my sixtieth birthday, which resembles Shenzhen Science
museum, my first design project after my retum to Guangzhou. | made a presentation in return for their
support and kindness. Ever since then, my students come back here from all over China to arrange a
seminar on my birthday or on the Teacher's Day every year. Some of my students are already
professors and Ph.D. supervisors themselves, others are still in their 20s. The get-together is always a

great event.

| was conferred “ China Engineering Design Master” by the Ministry of Construction in 1994,
and | was also amply rewarded by my university. | donated all the award money to the university to
express my sincere gratitude and respect to my Alma Mater and all the teachers who trained me into
who | am today. | was greatly encouraged by the title “Master” and was urged to devote myself to
China’ s architectural cause.

In 1999, | was elected academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, the first cultivated by
South China University of Technology. | was extremely happy and felt that there are more | should do. |
had hoped to enjoy an idyllic life after my sixtieth birthday with my wife just like many others of my
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generation. However, one cannot really plan his life by any fixed pattern. The tum of the century
witnessed a golden period of domestic economic development and construction. As an academician, |
was naturally involved in this economic boom. And to me, there is nothing happier than spending time
with my beloved architecture and students and colleagues. Thus, | started a new life journey at the age
of sixty, which was much harder, but more colourful and rewarding.

The story must be traced back to the rapid education development. | had lived in the university
campus for such a long time that | was utterly ravished by its vitality, graceful environment and
academic atmosphere. It is natural that | was especially interested in campus planning and design. The
late 1990s witnessed a rapid development of higher education in China. Zhejiang University took the
lead in merging colleges and universities and began building new campuses. Just like 18 years ago
when | bid for the design of Shenzhen Science museum, | sensed that this should be another chance
and opportunity. | summoned my graduate students and we devoted ourselves to the bidding.

The planning of Zhejiang University campus gained recognitions and appreciation from experts
and judges, and it won the first prize out of over 100 biddings. The plan was put into construction. No
doubt it gave me a tremendous lift. | devoted myself to the design and construction, and flew to
Hangzhou for over 10 times to make necessary modifications. Upon its completion, the project was
highly applauded by professionals and was awarded the State Silver Medal for Outstanding
Architectural Designs and the First Prize by Ministry of Education. We wrote two papers on the project
and had them published in Architectural Journal. Since the project, my horizon was broadened to the
whole country, and invitations of campus planning came pouring in. | began to think about the theory
and methodology of contemporary campus planning systematically. My focus was especially laid on
the campus planning, traffic system and spatial arrangement of buildings so that they could meet the
demands of modern campus development. | tried to explore the pattern of “harmonious educational
environment” and “communication space” as well as the design strategy of campus ecologization,
landscaping, and grouping. These new design concepts and methodology were put into practice and
were improved by substantial campus plannings.

AIXFESEFRREMLE
General layout of Zijingang campus, Zhejiang University

HERIDEKRF Wil FRBFREER

Garden in the teaching building, Nanhai College, South China Normal University

IMALRBE

General |ayout of Jiangnan University
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South China University of Technology, Guangzhou Higher Education Mega Center
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Guangdong Pharmaceutical University, Guangzhou Higher Education Mega Center

ERTFRIERKX
Huaxi campus, Chongging University of Technology
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Guo Weihong, Wu Zhongping and | designed South China Normal University Nanhai Campus in
early 2001. This middle-size, garden style campus is characterized by its elegance, novelty and
Lingnan style. It took us only 11 months to finish the whole project. The design was awarded the First
Prize by Ministry of Education and the State Silver Medal for Outstanding Architectural Designs. | wrote
a paper on the project titled “ Lingnan Academy: A Harmonious Combination of Romance and
Reason” and had it published in Architectural Journal in April 2002.

| headed the planning and architectural design for Jiangnan University in Wuxi in 2002. The
campus covered an area of over 3,000 mu. The design incorporated the beautiful sceneries of the Taihu
Lake into the campus. Buildings and gardens are interconnected, and a pedestrian street connected
different functional buildings. Traditional building characteristics of watery township in south China were
also introduced. The design was awarded the First Prize by Ministry of Education for its outstanding
designs.

| headed the planning of the second cluster of Guangzhou Higher Education Mega Center in
2004, and was in charge of the campus planning of South China University of Technology and
Guangdong Pharmaceutical University. The philosophy of campus planning which we had been
studying for many years was fully demonstrated in the design. Both the planning and the architectural
design were favourably commented, and were awarded the First Prize by the Ministry of Education and
Guangdong Provincial Government, and the State Bronze Medal for Outstanding Architectural Designs.

| headed some campus plannings in mountainous areas in 2005. We tailored our designs in
accordance with the local climate and environmental conditions so that the campus functions were
organically incorporated into the environment. Our philosophy was best demonstrated in such prize-
winning mountainous campus plannings as Chongging University, Chongging University of Technology,
and Nanjing Audit University.



