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CET Spoken English Test [ Sample Test]
Examiners’ Material

Topic Area: City Life
Topic: City traffic
Part 1 (5 minutes)
Examiner;

Good morning (Good afternoon) , everybody. Could you please
tell me your name and the number of your admission ticket? Your
name, please. And your number? -+ Your name? -+ And your num-
ber? --- Thank you.

Now would you introduce yourself briefly to each other,
please? (1.5 minutes) [ Interrupt him/her if he/she talks for more
than 30 seconds: OK,[C?],please. ]

OK, now that we know each other we can do some group work.
The topic area for our group work is “City Life”. I should remind
you that Chinese should not be spoken during the test. First of all,
I'd like you to say something about your life in the city.

[Cl or C2 of C3][ Start preferable with the one who performs best in
the introduction part],

1) How do you like living in Beijing (Shanghai,Nanjing **)?
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2) What do you think is the most sterious challenge of living in
a city like Beijing (Shanghai, Nanjing :*+)?

3) How do you like shopping in a supermarket?

4) Where would you like to live, downtown or in the suburbs,
and why?

5) What measures do you think we should take to reduce air
pollution in Beijing (Shanghai, Nanjing **+)?

6) Can you say something about the entertainment available in
your city? »

7) Where would you like to find a job after graduation, in a big
city like Beijing or Shanghai or in a small town and why?

8) What’s your impression of the people in Beijing (Shanghai,
Nanjing -*-)? /How do you like the people in Beijing
(Shanghai, Nanjing *++)?

Thank you very much.

Part 1[I (10 minutes)
Examiner;

Now let’s move on to something more spectific. I’d like you to
talk about city traffic. You’ll have a picture(some pictures)show-
ing two different types of transport.I’d like each of you to give a
brief description of each type and then compare the two types.
You’ll have one minute to prepare and each of you will have one
and a half minutes to talk about the picture(s). Don’t worry if 1
interrupt you at the end of the time limit.

[1 minute later. Start preferably with the one who performs best in
the first part. ] N
Now, [C1], would you please start first? [C2] and [C3], would



(NG ) D ER — 7 —

you please put your pictures aside and listen attentively to what
[C1 ]has to say?

[1.5 minutes later] Thanks. [C2], now it’s your turn.

1.5 minutes later | Thanks you very much.OK, [C3], now it’s
your turn please.

Right. Now we all have some idea of the various kinds of city
transport.1’d like you to discuss this topic further and see if you
can agree on which is the best type of transport for a big city like
Beijing (Shanghai, Nanjing ‘- ).during the discussion you may ar-
gue with each other of ask each other questions to clarify a point.
You will have about four and a half minutes for the discussion.
Your performance will be judged according to your contribution to
the discussion. Don’ t worry about the time. I’ 1l remind you when
time runs out.

[If one candidate keeps talking for too long]
Sorry,I’1l have to stop you.Let’s listen to what[ C7 Jhas to say.

[If one candidate keeps silent for a long timeJOR:

LIf the group keep silent for some time, choose one of the three can-
didates to start the discussion. ]

Now, [C?], could you please say something about your view of --7

[4.5 minutes later]
That’s the end of the discussion. Thank you.

Part [ (5 minutes)
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Examiner

Now I’d like to ask each of you just one last question on the
topic of “City Traffic”.

[ Select any of the following questions as appropriate to ask each
of the three candidates. more time might be given to whoever fails
to give a satisfactory performance in the presentation and discussion
part. ]

[Cl or C2 or C3]
1) During the discussion, why did you say that **+?
2) What kind of transport do you usualy use in your city?
3) Do you have any suggestions as to how traffic conditions can
be improved in big cities?
4) Do you think private cars should be encouraged?
5) Why do you think some Western countries encourage people
to ride bicycles?
That’s the end of the test. Thank you, everybody.
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