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Lesson One

How to Get the Poor off Our Consmence

.........................................................................
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1. John Kenneth Galbraith

Born in Canada but later naturalized as a United States citizen,
John Kenneth Galbraith wrote about emerging trends in the economy
of the United States. His eloquent books sparked public interest in
economic issues, Galbraith’ s 1958 work entitled The A ffluent
Society argued that the expanding United States economy needed
more public services such as highways and educational institutions,
The economy, according to Galbraith, had finally reached a point at
which less time and energy had to be spent on consumer goods.

2. Adam Smith

Adam Smith(1723—1790) was a Scottish political economist
and philosopher, He was the son of the comptroller of the customs at Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland. In his

d A
John Kenneth Galbraith
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famous treatise, The Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith argued that
private competition free from regulation produces and distributes
wealth better than government-regulated markets, Since 1776,
when Smith produced his work, his argument has been used to
justify capitalism and discourage government intervention in trade
and exchange. Smith believed that private businesses seeking their
own interests organize the economy most efficiently, “as if by an
invisible hand. ”

3. Jeremy Bentham

In the 18th century British philosopher Jeremy Bentham(1748 Adam Smith
— 1832) founded the ethical, legal, and political doctrine of

utilitarianism, which states that correct actions are those that
result in the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.
For Bentham, happiness is precisely quantifiable and reducible to
units of pleasure, less units of pain. Bentham was strongly opposed
to then-dominant theories of natural rights, in which human beings
are believed to possess certain inherent and unalterable social

requirements,

Jeremy Bentham

o ., iCSkEE)

(—)idil.

@2admirable /'admarasbl/ adj.
deserving or causing admiration; excellent 4 A& HIFH
—an admirable performance {3 K FHE
—His handling of the situation was admirable, %} X #FHRIALTES A .
@ailment /'ellment/
illness, esp, a slight one %%
—He’s prone to minor ailments, IR SIERAE S /MR .
@ allegation / zli'gerfan/ n.
act of alleging, statement, esp. one made without proof &R ; FFFR ; iR ; KR
—You have made serious allegations, but can you substantiate them? K & EX8E LA , (H /R EEIESE
g7
@ amelioration /o'mizhiarerfon/ n.
improvement M3, R, ¥
—This plan really needs some amelioration. 3X/Ni1RIEFHE—¥#,
@®bureaucracy /bjua'rokrast/ n.
1)system of government through departments managed by State officials, not by elected representa-
tives EHHIE; BRI
2)country having such a system EfTEHREEMNER



3officials appointed to manage such a system, as a group ‘B CAFK)
QOcase /keis/ n.
1)instance or example of the occurrence of sth. F/H|; LHl; B
2)question to be decided in a court of law; lawsuit JFIAR
—When does your case come before the court? #REIE FARHEFFEEFIR?
@cclebrated /'selibreitid/ adj.
(for sth. ) famous &5 M4 M
—Burgundy is celebrated for its fine wines. R EBTEHT L.
@compassion /kem'pefan/ n. '
pity for the sufferings of others, making one want to help them [F{&; 518 [F X) mercy
[ X ] cruelty; inference
—a girl of great compassion % & F§.0 W& F
©condemnation / kandem'neifan/ n.
instance of being condemned 3 ; H|TE; FE
®conscience /'konfans/ n.
[C, U] person’s awareness of right and wrong with regard to his own thoughts and actions BL.{»; £
E[F:1
— After she had committed the crime, her conscience was troubled, i. e. she felt very guilty. IS
G, B ERREIEARZ,
@ convenience /ken'viniens/ #.
1)[U]Jquality of being convenient or suitable; {reedom from trouble or difficulty 778 ; @#]; B
2)[CJarrangement, appliance or device that is useful, helpful or suitable FH.AREEENEHS A
R
@design /di'zain/ n.
D[U, C] purpose; intention H#; & =[H
—We don’t know if it was done by accident or by design, i. e. deliberately. FAIAHEEIERBRY
EEHMER.
2)[C]drawing or outline from which sth. may be made E#; #i+H
®diligent /'dilidzent/ adj. )
showing care and effort (in what one does) ; hard-working AEZIE 1 ; $1%09; BIE®
@®diminish /di'mmif/ v.
1) (to cause sth. ) to become smaller or less; to decrease 25/ ; B4
—His strength has diminished over the years, Zi3iXiFEEH, MAEAIFSWMETT .
2)to make (sb. /sth. ) seem less important than it really is; to devalue R (GEN/ YD WEEN; &
1%
—The opposition are trying to diminish our achievements. [ %} 4% 4> B RZERITO9 R EE .
@®discrimination /diskrimi'neifon/ 7.
1) good judgement and perception B8 57; HEI S
—to show discrimination in one’s choice of friends, clothes, hobbies, etec. ZEEBERANNE. RE.
HEEREFEA LT,
2) treating a person or group differently (usu. worse) than others B8/ (FEA)

BUQ UOSSIY. ;o
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—This is a clear case of discrimination (against foreign imports). X B4R G 05D HEFF .
®elimination /ulimi'nerfan/ n,
removal 3 TH K
—the elimination of slang words from an essay M —%&3CE FF IR (55
@ enterprise /'entapraiz/ n.
D[C] project or undertaking, esp. one that is difficult or needs courage B\l ; iR (F: 4% HER R
EEHSH) [EX] business; adventure
2)[U] courage and willingness to be involved in such projects Bik.lr; #BUL; BS
—He got the job because he showed the spirit of enterprise. i M FRAEH, FTILEDR T
X8 TAE.
[JRA:] enterprising adj. V.08 ; &SI #Ed
@envy /'envi/ n.
Dfeeling of discontent caused by sb. else’s good fortune or success, esp. when one wishes this for
oneself B ; HHE
2)thing that causes sb. to feel envious 4" A BRI F R MY
—Her many talents were the envy of all her friends, #Z4 £%., i WA RBEERM .
®feckless /'feklis/ adj.
irresponsible; inefficient AWM TEEAIHY LX) futile
—He is feckless for this matter. i3} B 34T,
& fecundity /fi'kandati/ n.
fertility; productiveness F4%; &=
—This field with fecundity will be given out in this autumn. 48X E= L HRELHET .
@ formula /'fomjuls/ n.
1)set of statements or plans that can be agreed on by two or more persons or groups (&% 7 [ &
HDAER; R
—Managers and workers are still working out a peace formula. RN A IFERT BT RE Y XK.
2)method, plan, or set of principles worked out to achieve a desired result (358 B H & T %57
B 7 s R IR
—There is no sure formula for success. WINIHEX—~EFEZH.
@ fragrance /'freigrons/ n.
pleasant or sweet smell; scent or perfume FEIMRIFFNSIK; F; BB
—Lavender has a delicate fragrance. B H RKMFEDE,
@ gain /gemn/ n.
" D[U] increase in wealth; profit; advantage WA ERUHN; FUNE; F|2E [[FX] benefit; earning
[ X] loss
—One man’s loss is another man’s gain,. — AZ2BIRBAZHE.
2)[C] increase in amount or power; improvement ¥ s} BN, M
—Heavy gains were recorded on the Stock Exchange today. 4> B BEM#% A6 7.
[ ¥R4] gainful adj. BIRBG ; BEER M
@ handicap /'heendikaep/ n.
1) thing that makes progress or success difficult AR EE; BB



2)physical or mental disability &=k 8 H FAOGRIE; BEE; B AKT
—Deafness can be a serious handicap. A AR ™ELE.
Bincompetent /m'kompitant/ adj.
not having or showing the necessary skills to do sth. successfully A4 ; FERERW
[[7 31 inadequate [/ % 1 competent
—1I suppose my application has been lost by some incompetent bureaucrat. BT RAHF B R HE
A RN ERAFET.
Dinherit /m'hent/ v
1)to receive (property, a title, etc. ) as a result of the death of the previous owner Zk& (™=, k&
£
—She inherited a little money from her grandfather. M EBER T —/NELRM .
2)to derive (qualities, etc. ) from an ancestor B {& i3k (%)
—She inherited her mother’s good looks and her father’s bad temper. b4 A 5K EHL
RS
Bintellectual /,intr'lektfusl/ adj.
Dof the intellect F/14); BB /Y
—the intellectual faculties 5§
2)of, interested in or able to deal with things of the mind (e. g. the arts, ideas for their own sake)
rather than practical matters BB %1 ; 862 AR A T
Boverride /iauvo'raid/ v.
Dto disregard or set aside (sb. ’s opinions, etc, ) Al; A& (AR %)
—They overrode my protest and continued with the meeting, fBfiIARBIR KT ETZ.
2)10 be more important than (sth, ) L(REFYHEHRE
—Considerations of safety override all other concerns. ¥ &2£HEBRETF Y.
@perilous /'peralas/ adj.
full of risk; dangerous 2R H; LR
—a perilous journey across the mountains B{#RE 11| AR K 1F 1%
Dpropose /pro'pavz/ v.
to offer or put forward (sth. ) for consideration; to suggest 3 ; B (FEHY)) ; Bk
®republic /r'pablik/ n.
(country with a) system of government in which supreme power is held not by a monarch but by the
(elected representatives of the) people, with an elected President 3tH1HE ; FLHIBik
—a constitutional republic, e. g the US, Canada ;¥ ZEdtHIE (INEE . IgLX)
®seduce /si'djuis/ .
1)to tempt (esp. sb. younger or less experienced) to have sexual intercourse 5| (L#ER K TR K
AR [F ] entice; lure
2)to persuade sb. to do sth, wrong, or sth, he would not normally do, esp, by offering sth, desirable
as a reward, etc. REXABFFEARZETHBT RIRETFL
(%] seducer n. 51 iF 0%
®subsidize /'sabsidaiz/ v.
to give a subsidy to (sth. /sb.) %(ﬁ%/ﬁk)#lﬁﬁ%iﬁ; YE B #bBh

8uQ oSS .
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@ substantial /ssb'steefsl/ adj.
1)large in amount; considerable ¥t B A#; AIWAES  LE ) affluent
—Her contribution to the discussion was substantial, #i7EIFEHFMTRE TIE.
2)solidly or strongly built or made B EH; 2L [HE X solid; firm
@succor /'saks/
Dn. help given in time of need J i} 428N ; T B0 B8
—He always gives her succor, no matter how busy he is. TS 21T, hERL 24 1 J Bt A9 428
2)wv. to give help to (sb. in danger or difficulty) B3I AT B FMELE P A
—We should succor him, though he is not our team member, FATRI%EE Bhifte, RE M AR BRATH
BAG,
@ suspend /so'spend/ v.
1)to hang sth. up BREE BHERY
2)to prevent (sth. ) from being in effect for a time; to stop (sth. ) temporarily 2R34T (RLEH) ; {F
GEEPNEE  [[F L] delay
—Rail services are suspended indefinitely because of the strike. SitiEHEE TN RS,
@ tranquility /treeg'kwilit/ n.
quietness T#
—the tranquility in the country % i &
®undertake /,ando'tetk/ v.
1)to make oneself responsible for (sth. ) & GEHEY)) ; 7ECEEYHFRIE
—She undertook the organization of the whole scheme. 6t F# M H-RIBHL T #E.
2)to agree or promise to do sth, [FlEERAMMEHE
—He undertook to finish the job by Friday. 1% 57 8 81 H LT 52 IR T4E.
@ undue /an'djuz/ adj. .
more than is right or proper; excessive A< X4; iT540; FEH
(RiE

Oto take on :
1) to assume; to put on (a quality, appearance) ¥ ; &M (EFHFR Sh3E)
—The chameleon can take on the colors of its background. Z5 & 8785 Al B 14 45 H 7% B4l A5
2)to undertake; to charge oneself with J\ZE, $H{E, 324
—You’ve taken on too much, RFEHEMTIHERELT.
O 1o idle away
to spend in an idle manner B
—Don’t idle away your time. RNZE RV, -
® 1o compare with
to be compared with; to bear comparison with 5--- tb 45 ; M1 336
—He cannot compare with Shakespeare as a writer of tragedies. 3 — P EBIER TS5+ 1,
WA .
@ to be consistent with
to be in agreement with 5---—3(,; &



—What you say now is not consistent with what you said last week. #RIIZEETIRATIE SR L BB
HIERHETER
@to be replete with
to be filled with; to be holding as much as possible 2% ; 7o ; 722
—a home replete with every modern convenience A & BB EHWEE
Oas regards
regarding T
—as regards the second point in your letter. .. & TR {E P HE -
@on behalf of .
for, in the interest of, on account of; as the representative of T = FIZHEL; AT - Fl 5 ;A FE
—on behalf of my colleagues and myself ZZARBHFIFMEHC
©to interfere with
to come into opposition; to hinder or prevent §5#§; F1f
—Do you ever allow pleasure to interfere duty? R K TE AT T/RAGIATTLE?
©to resort to
to make use of sth. for help or to gain one’s purpose, etc. KB ; FEfE;VFiE

~—If other means fail, we shall resort to force. IR FERM, BRITEIFIERTT.
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©OI would like to reflect on one of the oldest of human exercise. .. (Para 1)

!
[

I want to think seriously about one of the oldest practices of human beings.
to reflect on/upen: to consider;to think on;to bring discredit upon

@. .. we have undertaken to get the poor off our conscience, (Para 1)

... we have managed to feel comfortable when we see the existence of the poor around us.
conscience: a sense of right and wrong, with an urge to do right R.l», 4%

©Plutarch was led to say: “An imbalance between the rich and poor is the oldest and most fatal ailment of
republics, ”(Para 2) ’
The lap between the rich and the poor has caused many fatal problems all the time for the society, and
no way has found to resolve them,

@ And the problems that arise from the continuing coexistence of affluence and poverty—and particularly
the process by which good fortune is justified in the presence of the ill fortune of others—have been an
intellectual preoccupation for centuries. (Para 2)

For centuries those with high intellect have been searching for explanations to justify the coexistence of
the rich and the poor.

intellectual: appealing to the intellect & 1), T E B EH

intellectual preoccupation: A BAEA 8] I ABBAE B B R R RIRE

©. . . the poor suffer in this world but are wonderfully rewarded in the next. (Para 3)

The poor suffer the poverty without complaints in this world would live a wonderful life in the next.
in the next;after they die; when they go to the next world

OTheir poverty is a temporary misfortune: If they are poor and also meek, they eventually will inherit the




earth, (Para 3)
Though in this world the poor surfer a poor life, they should keep patient and mild so that they will
become rich and the leader of the world in the next.
@Jeremy Bentham, a near contemporary of Adam Smith, came up with the formula. .. (Para 4)
Jeremy Bentham, with Adam Smith was born in the same century, who raised a plan. ..
©Virtue is, indeed must be, self-centered. (Para 4)
By right action, we mean it must help promote personal interest.
©. .. influential in no slight degree to this day,,. (Para 5)
(Its ) influence has not diminished so far. / (Its) influence continues today to a remarkable degree.
@ This is associated with the names of David Richardo, a stockbroker, and Thomas Robert Malthus, a
divine, (Para 5)

This formula is proposed by two famous people, David Richardo and Thomas Robert Malthus, with
such different background yet with such similarity of thing.
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D The essentials are familiar: The poverty of the poor was the fault of the poor. And it was so because it
was a product of their excessive fecundity, (Para 5)
They have the same meaning; the poverty of the poor was caused by their having too many children.
@ Their grievously uncontrolled lust caused them to breed up to the full limits of the available subsistence.
(Para §)
Because the poor couldn’t control their lust of sex, they produced too many children to the world,
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which made the earth nearly had no ability to bear them,
®Poverty being caused in the bed meant that the rich were not responsible for either its creation or its
amelioration. (Para 6)

Since poverty was caused by overproduction of children, the rich were not to blame for the existence of
poverty so they should not be asked to undertake the task of solving the problem.
to be responsible for: to be the cause or source of

@However, Malthus was himself not without a certain feeling of responsibility: He urged that the marriage
ceremony contain a warning against undue and irresponsible sexual intercourse—a warning, it is fair to
say, that has not been accepted as a fully effective method of birth control. (Para 6)
Malthus meant that sexual intercourse should not be conducted out of lust, without thinking of conse-
quences. He urged that the marriage ceremony should contain a warning to people not to have exces-
sive sexual intercourse and too many children, Since this idea has been accepted by the people, it was
only a warning.
RBR, RS D/RENRABMRET  BRHARSFANTER, X B HRERRIE L.

B Couples in love should repair to R. H. Macy’s, not their bedrooms. (Para 6)
Couples in new marriage should go to market to spend their first night, seeing how much their income
can get, and they would not produce more children to be too poor.
to repair to: to go to (a place, esp. go in large numbers to)
FEX A, A AR R BR B VR, F L BRI B A = AR NE I B AT

@®Malthus, it must be said, was at least as relevant. (Para 6)



In some points, what malthus said was relevant to the theme.
XFEE RN KR, B R DR B DR AR B Z WA & 52 b, EE HR DR 2 S
A7 A3 A AR BGETT TR R,

(P The elimination of the poor is nature’s way of improving the race. (Para 7)
Nature makes the human race better by weeding out the poor.

@ The weak and unfortunate being extruded, the quality of the human family is thus strengthened, (Para 7)
Because the poor were extruded, the quality of the rich family is strengthened,

(® The American Beauty Rose can be produced in the splendor and fragrance which bring cheer to its beholder
only by sacrificing the early buds which grow up around it, And so is it in economic life. It is merely the
working out of a law of nature and a law of God. (Para 8)

Other countries have been weakened; America has a good chance to become a strongest capitalistic
country, which owns wealth and splendor. This course happens in the same way in the economic life,
It is only the result or effect of the law of the survival of the fittest applied to nature or to human
society.
X rose R bW fEE FIRREMEE R LG L HENZ N TR ELKE, HE AR
splendor and fragrance 4385 &4 .
to have a chance to do/of doing: to happen to do

@1t declined in popularity, and references to it acquired a condemnatory tone, (Para 9)
People began to reject Social Darwinism because it seemed to glorify brutal force and oppose treasured - 1
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values of sympathy, love and friendship. There, when it was mentioned, it was usually the target of
criticism. !
in popularity: general; universal

¢ We passed on to the more amorphous denial of poverty associated with Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover,

They held that the public assistance to the poor interfered with the effective operation of the economic
system—that such assistance was inconsistent with the economic design that had come to serve most people
very well. (Para 9)
Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover had helped us to oppose public assistance to the poor because they
held that such assistance was incompatible with the function and operation of the current laissez-faire
economic system, Public assistance meant government intervention and such intervention would hinder
or even damage the efficient working of the economic system.

@ Roosevelt and the presidents whe followed him accepted a substantial measure of responsibility for the old
through Social Security, for the unemployment through unemployment insurance, for the unemployable
and the handicapped through direct relief, and for the sick through Medicare and Medicaid, (Para 10)
Roosevelt, with other presidents after him, took a series of measure to realize the responsibility of the
government, including unemployment assurance and direct relief Medicare and Medicaid to help the
unemployable, the handicapped and the sick.
substantial measure of responsibility. ZE1R KB HF I a6 F{T
unemployment insurance: 2 [y {£ &
the unemployable and the handicapped : o0k & B H& A

@®In recent years, however, it has become clear that the search for a way of getting the poor off our
conscience was not at the end; it was only suspended ... It has again become a major philosophical,



