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For my grandfather, An-Chi Chia,
who led me to the garden of poetry

when I was seven years old.
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Translator’s Biography

Fu-Shiang Chia was bom in Shandong, China in 1931 and

moved to Taiwan in 1949 where he completed high school and got his
BS in Biology in Taiwan Normal University. After two years of
military service and one year as a T.A. in Tunghai University, he went
to Seattle to attend graduate school at the University of Washington,
receiving his MSc in 1962 and PhD in Zoology in 1964.

During his academic career he taught in seven universities in
six countries, edited four reference books, published over 200
research papers, served on the editorial board of six infetnational
journals, supervised the completion of more than forty MSc and PhD
degrees, and worked with over twenty visiting scientists and
post-doctoral fellows. He retired from the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology in 1997 and after that, he worked for three
-years as the director of Taipei Sea World. A

He taught in the University of Alberta for twenty-four years,
during five of which he was the chairman of Zoology and ten of

which he was the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies & -

Research. He served on numerous umiversity national and
international committees and was listed in five editions of world
Who' s Who, Most recently he was one of the founders and Chairman
of the Board of Bioneutra, Inc, a biotechnology company in
Edmonton. He was selected as a member of the North America
President & CEO Club in 2007.

He has published six books of prose and poetry in Chinese.
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Bridge

Narrow bridge.
Oceans wide.

People of the West cross to this side;
People of the East cross to that side.

People of yesteryear return;
People of today remember.

Together we look at “the bright cherry blossoms.”
Together we listen to “the autumn songs of the cricket.”
Together we sing:
“The reed plumes are infinitely whlte
“The evening stars are infinitely bright.”

From life flows love,
From love, poetry
In myriad forms:
“Sweet dimples frame her teasing smile”;
“The man in the blue collar has stolen my heart”;
* “Give me a peach”; “We shall grow old together”’;
“Why, why have you completely forgotten me?”

Remember, remember...
This side, that side...
Crossing,

We journey to each other

Across a narrow bridge,
Across oceans wide.

Note: Lines in quotation marks are phrases from “Airs of the States.”
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