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Relying on Ours and Striving for Innovation, Carry
Forward Development of Chinese Civilization

On Scientific Selection of the Way to Develop Civilization of the Chinese Nation

Education research office of Beijing Limai School

With carrying out reform and open-door policy, China
has again been thriving in its civilization.

The world civilization has begun to enter a new devel-
oping journey of the 21st century.

For the Chinese people, the 21st century is an era
that the Chinese nation will attain to revitalization, and
China’ s five thousand year civilization will re-demonstrate
its brilliance .

For the two decades and more of great practice of the
implementation of reform and opening-door policy, and the
construction of modemnization, China has considerably en-
hanced its comprehensive national strength, and the peo-
ple’s living standard greatly increased. This lays a material
foundation for the great revitalization of the Chinese nation.
In the meantime, it has become increasingly pressing to
conscientiously make a scientific selection of the ways to
develop civilization of the Chinese nation in line with the
progressive tide of the world, for this is an indispensable
important aspect in spiritual preparation for the realization
of the great revitalization of the Chinese nation.

Looking back on the development course of China’s
five thousand year civilization, it is not difficult to find
that, in the long process of history China had long adhered
to a rigid policy of self-reliance and independence, cutting
off the country from the outside world. On the other hand,
in modern history, when China was found to be backward
and fall behind the western countries in economy, science
and technology, there were also nihilist ideas that advocat-
ed wholesale Westernization. Chinese intellectuals ever ini-

tiated the national salvation movement to endure survival of
14

the country at the critical moment by introducing and mak-
ing use of western knowledge for serving overall develop-
ment of China. At the present time of reform, China boldly
breaks the policy of national isolation and adopts a policy of
opening door to the outside world and carries out reform to
build it into a country with Chinese characteristics. The
policy of closing the couniry to international intercourse
brought China serious disasters and crisis. The facts of re-
form and open-door policy of the past twenty more years has
clearly proved that only when China opens its door to the
outside world can it find the right way of development and
go to prosperity.

In a general view, the development of China’s civili-
zation should definitely be the tendency to opening its door
to the world in an all-round way instead of the past rigid
policy of national isolation. At present time when modern
industrial civilization has been highly developed and the
knowledge-based economy has rapidly risen in a competi-
tive way, China has to make a scientific selection of the
way to develop its long-lasting civilization, relying on its
own effort and striving for innovation to go along with the

tide of development of the world.

1.1t is worth making a rational consideration over
the facts that the long-lasting Chinese civilization, un-
like the other ancient civilizations, avoided the bad
luck of decline and fall, and maintained its own integ-
rity

It has been repeatedly proved through numerous facts

in the history of world civilization that either a nation, or a
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country, or a civilization, will never extricate itself from
decline and fall in the end if it is in an isolated condition
for long years without having international intercourse, no
matter how strong and magnificent it used to be.

Taking an overview of the four ancient countries of
brilliant civilization in the world, the only country with its
long-existing civilization coming down from ancient time lo
transition to modern civilization is merely China and its civ-
ilization.

However, people like to mention the four countries of
civilization in the same breadth, having a misunderstanding
that they are the same kind of countries in history, while
making less consideration on their difference in destiny.

The ancient Egyptian civilization was the human civi-
lization coming out the earliest in the world. At present
time the great numbers of huge pyramids standing tall on
the sands by the Nile were the symptoms of civilization of
the period of great prosperity under the rule of the pharach’
s dynasties. However, the ancient Egyptian civilization
with its main source had died out thousands of years ago.
The lofty pyramids are only the historical remains of the an-
cient Egyptian civilization. It was when a number of centu-
ries elapsed afier the ancient Egyptian civilization vanished
that the Arabian civilization came into Egypt of the Nile ar-
eas and replaced the ancient Egyptian civilization. The pr-
esent Egyptian civilization is typical Arabian civilization
that has no successive relations with the ancient Egyptian
civilization.

Similar examples such as the ancient Babylonia with
its civilization has no relations with present western Asian
countries and their civilization, and the ancient India with
its civilization also has no relations with present India and
its civilization. The brilliant civilization of the ancient
Egypt, Babylonia and India hadn’t been possible to be
handed down to the present time. When people talk about
them, they can only wonder at their great brilliance that
they had attained more then five thousand years ago, and
facing the rare historical relics of the pyramids and the
heavenly garden, curiously explore the mystery of their
sudden disappearance.

In contrast, in the Yellow River and Yangize River
areas of Eastern Asia, Chinese civilization has completely
different destiny from the civilization of the ancient Egypt,
Babylonia and India. From remote antiquity China devel-
oped along its own course to present tume without interrup-
tion. In spite of the facts that it ever repeatedly suffered

from invasions of foreign countries, China as a unified cou-

ntry of multiple nationalities, repeatedly turned the danger-
ous situations to safety, and made the foreign things and
cultures localized to get the final result of assimilation .

Among world civilizations, the Chinese civilization is
especially conspicuous. During the past thousands of years
many brave nations with good skills in battles seized and
occupied China’ s land and cities, nevertheless, they
couldn’t conquer the Chinese nation and had no means to
replace Chinese civilization. The final results were that the
invading countries were gradually merged into the map of
China and their people assimilated in Chinese nation. Their
foreign civilizations were also merged into Chinese civiliza-
tion, becoming a part as fresh nutrition to enrich and ex-
tend the external periphery and the internal vitality of the
Chinese civilization.

For example, the Huangdi emperor tomb and the
Yandi emperor tomb preserved from remote antiquity up to
present day were originally the tombs of the chiefs of two
primitive tribes who met and crossed swords on the battle
field. The two emperors Huangdi and Yandi were consis-
tently held in esteem to be the common ancestors of the
Chinese nation. The Huangdi and Yandi emperor tombs
have become sacred places for Chinese people to travel to
have pilgrimage and hold memorial ceremonies for the fore-
fathers.

The winding and magnificent Great Wall and the
mighty and valiant terra cotta soldiers and horses were great
creations of the Chinese nation and civilization, rare trea-
sures in the cultural heritage of the world, and symptoms of
magnificence of the Chinese civilization.

The popularly respected Confucius and Confucian
temples with forests spreading over the country are palaces
in commemoration of the earliest ancient popular educator
Confucius in the world. The Confucian doctrines such as
his educational ideology of educating the whole nation that
“In education there should be no class distinctions”, the
teaching style that “One should never wearied of teaching
others what one has leamt”, the teaching concept that
“Where there are three men walking together, one of them
is bound to be able to teaching me something”, the seeking
truth spirit that “Finding truth in the moming, one could
even die at ease at night” and the moral education in po-
liteness that “Without learning courtesy one could not take
his stand in society”, and the civilized concept that “Har-
mony is of the highest value” , are of great influence on the
development of Chinese civilization. The practice of Confu-
cian doctrines made China known to the world as a country
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based on education and a land of ceremony and propriety.

2. Through experiencing the attack of gunboat
policy by the western great powers, and going through
the test of national salvation and fire, the Chinese na-
tion, with a view of open-door orientation, finally tried
to make a difficult selection of the way to develop its
modern civilization by following the principle of relying
on our own civilization and striving for innovation

Any of the civilizations in the world has two aspects of
strong and weak points, and in the long process of history
the strong and weak points are not invariable and may
transform to each other, and China is no exception. Having
taken the lead in world civilization for thousands of years,
the Chinese civilization began to meet with challenge of the
newly-emerging industrial civilization of Europe, and the
Chinese civilization was facing unprecedented crises .

The sign of the beginning of strong direct conflict be-
tween the two civilizations is generally considered to be the
Optum War broken out in 1840,

In fact, the cause of the inevitable happening of the
conflict between the two civilizations should be at least 200
years earlier than the Opium War. But the dangerous signal
did not arouse enough attention and vigilance of the Chi-
nese people.

In the middle of the 17th century, in Britain of the
Western Europe and in China of Eastern Asia, two great
events happened in sequence that led to completely differ-
ent destiny. In 1640, under the influence of the Renais-
sance of Europe, in British Islands broke out bourgeois rev-
olution that shocked the world. This revolution was taken
as a sign of the beginning of world modern history. From
then on was pulled open the prologue that feudalism was
replaced by capitalism and the industrial civilization rapidly
rose from small to great and from weak to strong. While at
that time China was in the course of fierce class contradic-
tion of feudalist society.

In 1644, the peasant insurrectionary army captured
the capital city of Beijing. Taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity that emperor Chongzhen of Ming dynasty hanged
himself, the Manchu’ s nomadic ethnic troop entered the
capital city of Beijing to establish the Qing dynasty of no-
madic tribes controlling the central power of China. Based
on the rich agricultural civilization of China, during the
rule of Qing dynasty there also had been the so called
“flourishing age of Kangxi and Qianlong”. Nevertheless,
16

compared with the vigorous industrial civilizationpushed
forward by the Industrial Revolution of Europe, it had al-
ready been the last rays of the setting sun and an arrow at
the end of its flight. From then on China began to be re-
duced to a country under the rule of the last feudal dynasty
that stubbornly followed the long-lasting policy of national
isolation, indulging in self-admiration. Consequently, the
national strength declined from strongto weak and from rise
to fall. By the time the Opium War broke out in 1840, un-
der the attack of the gunboat policy of the western great
powers, the influentialofficials of the dynasty still adhered
to its rigid policy, not thinking of the way of reform and
maintaining that the Qing dynasty was the supreme, howev-
er, it had no means to counterattack armed intrusion of the
western powers. Subsequently, the Qing dynasty was re-
peatedly defeated in battles one after another, and forced to
go down on knees to sue forfeiture, signing a series of un-
equal treaties to cede territories and pay reparations. The
power over customs was lost to the hands of foreign powers.
The extraterritoriality was placed above the law. China was
in a state of internal recession and external foreign inva-
sion, suffering national humiliation and forfeiture of sover-
eignty. The people have no means of livelihood. Alas!
China as a great and proud country fell into the abyss of
suffering in a semi-feudal and semi-colonial state.

Facing the serious challenge of either survival or ex-
tinction of the couniry, people of high ideas of the Chinese
nation not only kept on condemning the government officials
in power, of their muddle-headedness and incompetence,
and indignantly denouncing the barbarous act of aggression
against China, but also devoted themselves to the struggle
of national salvation movement. They drew lessons from
bitter experience and made analysis and comparisons of the
strong and weak points between China and the western cou-
ntries to explore the way to save the nation from doom and
ensuing its survival .

In light of the advocate and practice to smash the bar-
rier of closed-door policy and direct to opening the door to
the outside world, through continuous struggle between the
east and the west, and between the new and the old, and
adopting strong points of all nations, the way to develop
modemn Chinese civilization had gradually established .

On the eve of the breaking out of the Opium War, the
famous ideologist Gong Zizhen, facing the situations of
Chins at that time, took the lead to sound a wamning that
“The sun is setting and the sad wind will come suddenly” ,
and he pointed out distinctly that “Even the England did



