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Unit One Man and Earth

The Resources of the Sea
Are Seriously Endangered
During the nineteenth century, when little was known about
protection of environment, it was common to hear people in Europe and
America say that the resources of the sea were unlimited. They believed
the world and nature would continuously reproduce all the resources
they would need. For example, a noted scientific writing in the mid-
nineteenth century commented that none of the great sea fisheries were
to be exhausted. Today, though, there is evidence that the resources of
the seu are seriously endangered.

For a long time, scientists have focused their attention on the land
and air. Recently, however, they are beginning to discover that the
resources of the sea are in as much danger. The list of endangered
species now includes fish like carp as well as the African elephant,
Indian tiger and the American eagle.

Furthermore, the threats to fish are more alarming in some ways
than the threats to animals and birds. This is because fish are a much
more needed food source, and people throughout the world depend on
fish as an important part of their diet. Hence, a decrease in the fish
supply could have extensive effects on people. Fishermen in North
Atlantic alone annually harvest 20 billion pounds of fish to satisfy food
demand, bat the world needs lo recognize that these practices cannot
continue without reducing fish reserves within the next few years.
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Because of rapidly decreasing sea resources in many parts of the world,
we now know that food supplies in the sea cannot last forever.

New Words & Expressions
resource n. & fishery n. & dk sk ik
unlimited ad. & R4, £ i £ exhaust v.  FIR A
(o= ] species n. (ﬂ%i#*%)#*
reproduce . $-5f | % carpn. #&
noted ad.  F &6 reserve n. AR (49) kA E

Main Points for Reading
L. They believed the world and nature would continuously reproduce

all the resources they would need. il {147 R 4 24 B2 4

W A A VT TR AT 1 AR

continuously FR“ SELEAWTHE" | if] continually SZMAK,

FAR" — B (PN 2 2 IR 4 5 o i 08 0 i

XEERE" M. W

The telephone rang continuously for five minutes.

The telephone has been ringing continually in his office all

morning.

resources # FI &, TR HIR" " & WM A" .

« +.. there is evidence that the resources of the sea are serionsly
endangered. 7 Vi85 2 I 1 3 9% R L T 46 K e b 7 T i B

evidence R ANAIHCE i, 01 EASGE A b a5 o o0

The broken window was evidence that a robbery had taken place.

This is because fish are a much more needed food source, and

people ... depend on fish as an important part of their diet B v

Ftes R SR TE R , 41 R0 A FPL s P H WY

AR A — B4

fish 5 SIBOYAT LA fish K. 8204 2 th W7 DL fishes $
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To BHELTE XIS, fish F 8 W, i HER JSALEH , fishes
AR Rt EBAR 2 T, — AR fish FeAR SR,
i<l fishes, F3%h,fish i A{EA AT &, T A" .
411 depend on &Y upon it H HosiiEED A, 424 T rely on for
support , s 5, HE" 5 KT .

Comprehension Questions

1. What was the common beliel of people about the resources of sea?

A.
B.
C.
D.

They were unlimited.

They were to he exhausted.

They could reproduce themselves.
They were endangered.

2. What field have the scientists pay less attention to for quite a long

3‘

period of time?

A.
C.

Air. B. Land.
Sea. D. Environment.

Why can a decrease in the fish supply have extensive effects on
people?

A.
B.
c:

Because the resources of the sea are seriously endangered.
Because the resources of the sea are to be exhausted.

Because the resources of the sea are in as much danger as air
and land.

Because the resources of the sea are a much more needed pan
of people’s diet.

What is the meaning of the underlined word “ practice” in the
passage?
A. exercise B. training

(.. routine D. action
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The Cause of Air Pollution

Wherever you go, whatever you do — inside, outside, on top of a
mountain, deep in a coal mine — you are always surrounded by a sea of
gases. This sea is called the air or the atmosphere.

The gases of the atmosphere cannot be seen, and we are rarely
aware of them. But they are of the greatesi importance. Without the
atmosphere, people, animals, and plants could not live. Of almost
equal importance is the quality of the atmosphere — whether it is pure
or polluted.

The atmosphere is made up mainly of the gases — oxygen and
nitrogen, together with water vapor and smaller amounits of carbon
dioxide and other gases. But all air contains small quantities of
impurities. In rural areas, far removed from factories and heavy traffic,
the air may contain pollen from plamts, dust from the soil, and even
bacteria. These impurities are usually in such small amounts that they
are not important,

Air is said to be polluted when it contains enough  harmful
impurities to affect the health, safety, or comfort of living things. The
impurities, or pollutants, could he tiny particles of matter or gases not
normally found in air.

When people breathe, pollutants in the air may be deposited in the
lungs or absorbed into the body. Furthermore polluted. air can harm
animals and plants as well as people. For this teason, our air supply
should be closely watched and managed to assure its good quality.

Most importantly , we must grasp the causes of air pollution. There
are two main types of air pollution — natural pollution and pollution

caused by people. Natural pollutants are windblown dust, pollen, fog
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and the like. There have been instances when the ash from voleanic
eruptions has been blown across large areas of the earth. Forest fires
blanketed huge area with smoke, in some places, so intense that air
{lights had to be canceled. Acts of nature such as these are often beyond
human control.

The chief concern is the second and perhaps more serious form of
air pollution — the pollution caused by people.

The millions of people who live in cities need heat, hot water,
light, electric power, and transportation. Burning coal and fuel oil to
produce these essentials ereates much of the pollution, from which cities
suffer. City dwellers produce vast quantities of waste paper and other
refuse, which are bumed in incinerators. This also produces air
pollution. Some of the pollutants, such as exhaust gasses from cars and
trucks, are discharged into the air at street level. Others, such as
smoke from power plants and factories, enter the atmosphere at higher
levels; when smoke and other pollutants combine with fog, they form
smog.

The amount of air pollution is affected by atmosphere conditions
such as temperature and air pressure. Because the air near the earth’s
surface is normally warmer than the air at higher altitudes, air currents
usually rise. The rising air currents carry pollutants to the upper
atmosphere, where they are dispersed, or scattered. But sometimes,
the air above the earth’s surface is warmer than the air at the surface.
When this happens, the warm air stops the flow of rising air currents.
This condition is called a temperature inversion. The pollutants are
trapped close to the surface, where they do the most harm.

New Words & Expressions
be aware of Joifl | EEH | EE I cartbon dioxide = fba
vapor n. KRR, RER impurity n. R %4
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rral adj. 5 ey, WEY refuse n. M4, B
pollen n. Gt 4 incinerator n, 4L
pollutant n. 75 el 5 exhaiist guses  HL 5,

particle n. 45 fitds discharge 2. Hk

deposit v, TR air current 5L

windblown adj. e &9 disperse v. A AE4S 3
voleanic eruption KL R & inversion n. 5] §

blanket v. 24 M E trap v.  ABREA------ ()

city dweller 3 F 2 &,

Main Points for Reading

L Wherever you go, whatever you do — inside, outside. on top of a

mountain, deep in a coal mine — you are always surrounded by a

sea of gases. JEICVRBTE(TAL, fE T4 2., ARG =N R R

TEEIR, E'Mﬁiﬁiﬁzfﬁ&ﬁ‘ﬁﬂ”#! SRERE ST RS,

ontopof ... R HE, RoR“ LT Bl s, 8,

ES5 7717 on AR, top HIAR DL , bk 4%

He climbed to the top of the hill. fIRE] T /115 .

He is on top of the world. {fi {f fr 24 45

OF almost equal importance is the quahty of the atmosphere —

whether it is pure or polluted. %55 () i I JLFHEFFES, R

BRI RIS R

ﬁtﬁlf]ﬁﬂﬁﬁl of almost equal importance B T4 & #1404 .
“of + (UMW) + ($h&) &i" S5 A mIER, W,

It is of vital importance. =1t is very important. X J& % KW HEY,

3. The atmosphere is made up mainly of the gases — oxygen and

nitrogen , together with water vapor and smaller amounts of carbon
dioxide and other gases. K*TEF R RS M KBS N
A3 I = S AL BRI A S A L

be made up of 1 AR, 2 S N gy LR . 23R
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4144 be composed of Fi consist of,,
amount AR5, FHAS W6 A 0] 80 3. (H 24 amount P) 1 &I
FUHHLAE 3= 3B, B9 o Bl ) th 2 AR 8L, ik
quantity [ T 18064 Al S Zim sk, thrT LU nl #e & i, g &
oS amount AHR . 1.
A large amount of money is spent on kid's education.
Very large amounts of money are needed.
A large quantity of mushrooms is found in the woods.
Quantities of food are on the table.

4. Natural pollutants are windblown dust, polleri, fog and the like. []
RIS R IR R NG AR 0L B i KRR
ARG like S #0, For" HHU " BRI i 1R the 3£

5. Burning coal and fuel oil 1o produce these essentials creates much
of the pollution, from which cities suffer. e8I AR 1L 61
i N AL AR AR AR RTINS P A 1R 2 Sk iy B TS e
suffer from ()R8 R 0™ B - 24", 1481 from BT B, Bl 56
KA which 28, 31552 M40, E5F AT pollution,

Comprehension Questions
1. Which of the following is not true of the atmosphere?

A. The atmosphere is mainly made up of carbon dioxide and water
vapor.

B. Without the atmesphere, people, animals and plants could not
live.

C. The gases of the atmosphere cannot be seen and we're rarely
aware of them.

D. All air contains small quantities of impurities,

2. When is air said to be polluted?
A. When air smells bad.
B. When it contains enough harmful impurities,
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C. When it cannot be recycled.

D. When tiny particles of matter or gases are found.
3. What kind of pollution is beyond human control?

A. Natural pollution.

B. Oxygen pollution.

C. Pollution caused by man.

D. Smog pollution.
4. When will the pollutants do the most harm?

A. When there's strong wind.

B. When the ground temperature is extremely high.

C. When the air above the e_al;lh'ﬁ surface is warmer than that at

the earth’s surface.

D. When the air near the earth’s surface is warmer than the air at
higher altitudes,

The Balance of Nature

The balance of nature is a very elaborate and very delicate system
of checks and counterchecks. It is continually being altered as elimates
change , as new organisms evolve, as animals or plants permeate to new
areas. But the alterations have in Lhe past, for the most part, been
slow, whereas with the arrival of civilized man, their speed has heen
multiplied many fold: from the evolutionary time-scale , where change is
measured by periods of tens or hundreds of thousands of years, they
have been transformed to the human time-scale in which centuries and
even decades count.

Everywhere man is altering the balance of nature. He is facilitating
the spread of plants and animals into new regions, sometimes
deliberately, sometimes unconsciously. He is covering huge areas with



