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ABSTRACT

The 12 fragments on ancient physiognomical manuscripts in
Dunhuang literature handed down from the past were copied out
mainly during the Sui, Tang and the Five Dynasties. The discovery of
these copies bridges a gap in the literature on Chinese physiognomical
culture, changing people’s idea that they get from the books about
physiognomy handed down from the past that physiognomy during
the Sui and Tang Dynasties were stagnant. These copies not only
are valuable materials enabling us to understand the physiognomical
culture prior to the Song Dynasty, but also are quite significant for
us to fully understand the social life and peoples beliefs during the
Sui, Tang and the Five Dynasties.

The study of the manuscripts on physiognomy in Dunhuang
began in the 30s of the 20th century. Over the past seventy years or
s0, the research focus has primarily been on the checking, correction
and sorting out of the literature, although from time to time some
scholars both at home and abroad wrote about it. Up till now, no
systematic study concerning these copies has been done.

The study of the manuscripts on physiognomy in Dunhuang in
this dissertation centers around three aspects:

I . The sorting out of the literature (mainly in Chapter 2)
Based on the checking , correction as well as Notation done before,
we make a more systematic classification, checking and analysis of
the fragmentary copies in the 12 volumes. Furthermore, we put

these copies into five categories in accordance with their forms and
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contents, examining their nature, contents and characteristics one
by one .

M. Textual analysis (mainly in Chapters 3,4 & 5) Through an
analysis of the semiotic system of the human body, the content of
practicing physiognomy and the fortune types represented by different
physiognomical categories together with an examination of the origin and
development of the ancient Chinese physiognomy , these chapters explore
the social desires and cultural values embodied in these copies.

[I. Cultural interpretation (mainly in Chapters 6&7) On the
basis of the textual analysis and other documentary recordation,
the last two chapters analyze the influence of Buddhist culture on
Dunhuang physiognomy, examining the role physiognomy plays in
the social life during the Sui, Tang and the Five Dynasties as well

as its cultural situation.
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