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The Three Wonders(I
—1ghis E?gve Igrr'lin%re‘s(s )

ZRG (1)

whose custom was to wander about his city at night in disguise,

in order that he might obtain a knowledge of affairs. One
evening, in company with his vizier, he was walking through the streets
where the poorer people lived, when he heard from a house the voice of
woman in eager conversation. Going near the house he peeped in from the
door crack and saw three fair sisters who were talking together about what
they most longed for.
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O nce upon a time there lived a king of Persia, named Kosrouschah,



Said the eldest, “I wish I were married to the shah’s chief baker, for
then I should have the finest and sweetest bread in the whole kingdom to
eat.”

Said the second,“I would rather marry the shah’s cook and eat of all
the dainty dishes that are served in the palace.”

Then said the third, who was by far the loveliest of the three: “Oh my
sisters, I should like to marry the shah himself. Perhaps I should become
the mother of prince whose hair would be gold on one side of his head
and silver on the other.”

The shah was amused at all this and determined that he would gratify
the three wishes.So he said to his vizier, “mark well what house this is,and
tomorrow bring these maidens before me.” “To hear is to obey.” said the
vizier, and they went back to the palace.

When moming came the vizier brought the three sisters to the king,
who said to them kindly, “O maidens, what were you wishing for last
evening?”

Then the sisters stood silent with shame and embarrassment and for a time
could not pluck up courage to speak, but at last, craving the shah’s pardon,
they told him the whole story. When he had heard the wishes repeated he
said, “It shall be as you have desired.” Accordingly the three weddings
were arranged for. The eldest sister was married to the chief baker,
and the second became the bride of the head cook; While after suitable
preparations there was a grand royal wedding, and the shah took the
youngest sister for his queen.

Now although each of the sisters had obtained precisely what she had
asked for, the hearts of the two elder were filled with anger and jealousy.
For many months they cherished these hateful feelings, and whenever
they saw the young queen in her beauty and happiness, they could only
plan how to make her miserable. She on the other hand, showed them all
kindness and affection and was always eager to give them pleasure.
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In course of time the queen had a little son, and the elder sisters
begged that they might take care of him. He was a beautiful child,but his
cruel aunts were not moved by his beauty or his helplessness. Wrapping
the baby in a piece of an old blanket, they put him into a basket and set
him adrift upon a canal which flowed under the palace windows.Then
they went to the shah with a dreadful story which made him believe that
the child was dead and that his wife had bewitched it in some mysterious
fashion. At first the king was angry, but his vizier spoke soothingly to
him and said: “O King, be not unjust! Surely the child’s mother is not
responsible for its death.”

Meanwhile the basket which held the little prince was carried by the
canal through the gardens and fell under the eyes of the intendant of the
royal parks, who happened to be walking along the bank. When he saw
what the basket contained he carried it home to his wife, saying “Allah
has sent us a son. Take care of him as if he were our own, and he shall be
a blessing to us in our old age.”

The wife was greatly pleased, for they had no children, and in their
delight they did not try to discover the child’s real parents. The following
year another son was born to the queen, and the wicked sisters had no
more pity for the child and his mother than they had shown before. They
told a similar story to the shah, and they set the prince adrift on the canal
as they had his brother. Fortunately, the intendant was again walking
by the canal, and he carried the second child home to his wife. As for
the shah, he began to feel that his wife was not so fair and good as she
seemed; and if the grand vizier had not protested, she would have suffered
from his anger.

A third time a child was born in the palace, and this time it was
a beautiful little girl.She shared the same fate as her brothers and
was taken home to the intendants’s wife to be brought up as her own
daughter. As for Kosrouschali, he could no longer contain his anger and
his disappointment, and he ordered that his wife should be shut up in a
cage in the public square, as if she were a wild beast. The vizier did not
dare to interfere, and accordingly the poor lady was placed behind iron
bars, where all might gaze upon her. But so great were her patience and
her courage that many people pitied her and would have rejoiced at her
release.
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Now as the three children grew older they were surrounded by
constant care and tenderness. The elder prince was named Bahman, the
younger Parvez, and the princess Perizade; All of these being famous
names in Persian history.

As soon as the princes were old enough, tutors and masters taught

“them reading and writing and all the arts and sciences,and as the princess
was eager to learn she soon knew as much as her brothers did. In fact,
all three made such progress in their studies that they excelled in every
branch of knowledge. The intendant had bought a piece of land outside the
city and build for his family a house of great magnificence, surrounding
it with a garden of wonderful flowers and shrubs. Here, when his years of
active service were over, he retired to enjoy his children and his country
pleasure; and here, his time being come, he died.

Now neither the intendant nor his wife had ever told the three
children the strange story of their coming into his home, and they all
thought him to be their father. After the death of their supposed parents
they continued to live happily together in all affection and loyalty.

One day it happened that an old woman came to their door when the
young princes were away and begged to enter and repeat her prayers, as
it was the appointed hour of public worship. Perizade gave her a kindly
welcome, and secing that her guest was weary, offered her rest and
refreshment before she went on her way.

The old woman was one of those who devote their lives to pilgrimages
and religious observances, and the princess presently became eager to
learn how her home compared with others which the wanderer might have
visited. _

“Tell me,” she said, “What is thy opinion of this house and its
furnishings? Is all as it should be, or is there something lacking? I am not
a traveler like thyself, and I shall be grateful for thy judgement. ”

Said the old woman, “Since thou hast asked me, I confess to thee that
while the house and its furnishings are almost perfect, yet to my thinking
there are still three things which make it even more beautiful than it is.”

Then Perizade begged her to name the three things that were lacking,
saying, “Tell me what they are, that I may lose no time in obtaining them.”
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“0,lady,” said the old woman, “the first thing is the Talking Bird. He is
very rare and hard to find, but whenever he pours out his melodious notes
thousands of birds fly to him from every side and join in his singing. The
next thing is the Singing Tree, whose smooth and glossy leaves, when
shaken by the wind, send forth tuneful notes. The third thing is the Golden
Water, a single drop of which, if placed in a basin, will presently fill the
basin full and will spout upward in a never-ending fountain.”

“I am sure,” said the princess, “that thou canst tell me where these
things are to be found, and how I can obtain them.”

Then said the holy woman: “these three wonders are on the boundary
line of the land of Hind, on the road that leads eastward from this very
house. Let him who goes in search of them ask the first person he meets
on the twenticth day of his journey, and he will be directed to the place
where they may be found .” Having said this, she rose and went her way.

Perizade pondered deeply on what the old woman had told her, and the
more she thought of it the more difficult did the adventure appear. When
her brothers returned at night they were amazed to find her so unlike her
usual gay and happy self.

*“O sister,” said Prince Bahman, “why art thou so sad tonight? Tell us,
1 entreat thee, and either let us share thy sorrow or try to drive it away.”

“It is nothing,” said the princess.

But Prince Bahman persisted: “There is something on thy mind, and I
will never leave thee until I know what it is. Perhaps thou art weary of our
affection, or we have annoyed thee in some way.”

Then the princess saw that she must explain, so she said: “O my
brother, this house which our dear father built for us has always seemed to
us perfect and complete, but today I have learned of three things which it
still lacks. These three things are the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and
the Golden Water, and ever since I heard of them my heart has been heavy
from its desire to possess them.”

“O my sister,” said Prince Bahman, “I will go forth tomorrow at break
of day in quest of them, if thou wilt give me some clue as to where they
are to be found.”
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Accordingly Perizade told him all that she knew concerning these
marvels, but the next morning, as he was about to set forth, she came to
him with her eyes full of tears.

“Brother,” she said, “give up this journey. It may be full of danger, and
1 shall die of anxiety lest some evil overtake thee.”

“My mind is made up,” said Bahman, “and I must carry out this
adventure. But here is a token by which thou shalt know of my fate, be it
good or ill.”

Drawing from his belt a hunting knife, he gave it to his sister, saying:
“If at any time thou hast a longing to know of my condition, pull this out
of its sheath. If the steel is clean and bright, it will show that I am alive
and well; but if it is stained with blood, then thou wilt know that I have
pernished.”

With these words the young prince rode away on the road that led
eastward to India.

Upon the twentieth day he saw a hideous old man, sitting under a tree
near a small thatched hut. His hair was as white as snow, and his beard
was so long that it swept the ground. Upon his head he wore a broad-
brimmed hat, and his only clothing was a strip of matting bound about his
body.

From early dawn Prince Bahman had been watchful and vigilant,and
this was the first human being that he had seen. So riding up to the old
man and saluting him with all respect, he said, “O sir, may Allah prolong
thy days and grant thy wishes!”

The old man’s mustache was so heavy and long that not a word of his
answer could be understood. Prince Bahman therefore pulled out a pair of
scissors and said: “O holy man, thy lips are covered by this long hair. Let
me make thee like a wild beast and more like a human being.”

. The dervish consented by a nod, and when his mustache was clipped,
his face looked fresh and young. Then said he prince, “I would that I had
a mitror to show thee how thou art improved.”

This pleased the dervish, and he said, “I thank thee, my son, and if in
return I could grant thee a favor, I would do it with all my heart and soul.”
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