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Abstract I

Abstract

On the basis of analyzing the domestic and foreign theories and research methods of
humor, this thesis interprets the features and understanding mechanism of humorous text
from many angles such as pragmatics, semiotics, social psychology, linguistic culturology
and cognitive linguistics. Meanwhile, this thesis synthesizes different theories to interpret
the understanding of humorous text by analyzing large numbers of language materials. This
research mainly talks about cross — cultural study and the crossing study of cognitive lin-
guistics and pragmatics on the interpretation of humorous text.

The main conclusion of the thesis:

1. In the view of cognitive linguistics, recessive space compound theory interprets
the semantic transferring process in the events of humorous speech arranges and improves
the reasonable thoughts of conceptual combining theory and relative theory. It can inter-
pret inference process of humorous text understanding more accurately and freely .

2. During the speech communicating process, if a recessive indirect method is
adapted, humor will be produced possibly no matter whether to obey the cooperative prin-
ciple or to disobey the cooperative principle. The production of humor lies in deducing the
real meaning of the speech by using the opposition and contradiction of recessive prepared
information. The main expression of the appropriate principle in humorous text is to main-
tain the faces of both sides in the communication. »

3. The nature of a joke’ s meaning lies in the opposition of interdependent two — lev-
eled meaning frame. That is the opposition between normal meaning and abnormal mean-
ing, the opposition between surface meaning and recessive meaning, the opposition be-
tween connotation and denotation.

4. Humor is not only an invisible weapon of wisdom, but also a powerful weapon in
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political struggle. It is an effective means for the humor producer to enhance his social
status, prestige, to draw other’s attention, to obtain the sense of achievement. The gen-
eration of humorous text reflects the humor producer’ s social psychology of superiority,
hostility to and pursuit for rights and status. The understanding of humorous text is a pro-
cess of utilizing the greatest connection towards the best connection of people’s cognition.

5. A joke, as a main form of humor and the main cultural concept in the daily life
domain, is established on the basis of the ridicule on certain nation and cultural model.
Jokes can help to peep a nation’s social value, behavior standard and cultural character-
istics. There are distinctions in languages and cultures. Jokes in different national cul-
tures have different features. However, human beings’ basic living style and thinking way
are consistent. So, the distinctions between nations will get less and the commonness will

become greater.
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