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The publication of the Singapore Chinese daily newspaper Xin Guo
Min Ribao together with its companion, the magazine Xin Guo Min
Zazhi, in 1919 marks a turning point in the historical bibliography of
Chinese language material produced in Singapore and Malaysia. These
two publications introduced the use of plain language in writing(baihua)
which was strongly advocated by Dr Hu Shih in China at that time. As
this new style of writing was based on the vernacular language, it was
not only easier to learn but could also more fully express the mew
thoughts and nationalist ideals that were then sweeping through the
Chinese intellectual world. The introduction and use of baihua was part
of the intellectual revolution in China as embodied in the New Cultural
Movement. It culminated in the incident known as the May Fourth
Movement which has served sa a catalyst as well as a landmark in
Chinese intellectual history.

The Chinese in Singapore and Malaysia were caught up in this
nationalist and intellectual fervour and the introduction of baihua in
1919 is regarded as the beginning of modern writing in these two
countries. Prior to this date, Chinese newspapers and publications were
published in classical Chinese which was the language of scholars and
regarded by reformers as a medium only suitable for conveying
conservative and outmoded ideas.

The scope of this bibliography therefore takes the year 1919 as the
starting point. However, although many articles on Chinese literature
have been published in newspapers and periodicals, the first book on
the subject was only published in 1956 with the publication of Zheng
Ziyu's Literature and Science, Hand in Hand, the first publication
described in the bibliography. It ends very appropriately with Dr Yeo
Song Nian's book Research Essays on the Lion's Roar: a Literary
Supplement of the Nanyang Siang Pau published in 1990. Dr Yeo who
is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Chinese Studies, National
University of Singapore, has written the foreword in Chinese in which
the history of Chinese literature in the two countries is more fully
discussed.

In compiling this annotated bibliography of research publications
on Chinese literature in Singapore and Malaysia, Miss Yee Siew Pun
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has produced an important reference look which supplements and
complements an earlier reference work that she compiled.

In 1990, Miss Yee compiled a Catalogue of Southeast Asian
Chinese Material which was published by the National University of
Singapore Library. It lists Chinese language material on all subjects
held in the NUS Chineses Library. Since Nanyang University and the
University of Singapore were merged to form the present National
University of Singapore in 1980, the NUS Library holds the combined
collections of its two predecessor universities including two major
collections of Chinese material. This catalogue therefore lists a
considerable depth of material and is a worthy successor to the two
bibliographies on Southeast Asian material in Chinese compiled by the
late Professor Hsu Yun-ts'iao published in 1959 and 1965.

Miss Yee has now selected the entries on literature out of the
catalogue (about 70%) and supplemented them with additional
publications from the National Library of Singapore and private
collections to produce this annotated bibliography. Each publication is
given full bibliographic description and a detailed annotation provides
information about the author as well as a summary of the contents.
Publications described include works of literary history and criticism on
modern Chinese literature in Singapore and Malaysia, reviews and
histories of Chinese drama, as well as relevant bibliographies, indexes,
and dictionaries. The entries are listed in chronological order.

A total of 114 titles are described and as only books are included,
the bibliography brings to our notice the existence of a considerable
body of material on the subject. If the numerous articles published in
newspapers, periodicals, school magazines, commemorative volumes and
other publications are taken into consideration as well, the quantum of
material would be very substantial indeed.

Researchers and students of Chinese literature in Singapore and
Malaysia will be indebted to Miss Yee for her diligence and dedication
that has produced this very useful guide to publications on the subject.
From the broader perspective of Southeast Asian research, this
annotated bibliography together with the Catalogue of Southeast Asian
Chinese Material, provide much needed bibliographical access to
Chinese language material on this part of the world.

P. Lim Pui Huen

Research Fellow

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
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