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tears of joy for bidding goodbye to my childhood and welcoming in a new life —
one that is mysterious and unknown, one that will teach me to grow and under—
stand why things are the way they are, one that will filter out all my regrets and let
my self-worth multiply.

I will be strong in my battle and not let little things bring me down. I will tell
myself that it is okay to be scatterbrained once in a while and that sometimes the
kindness you show will balance out your faults. I will know that I am a good per—
son and that being smart doesn’t necessarily mean that you are accepted into col-
lege. I know who I am and there are brain surgeons who would be challenged sort—
ing through my multi—faceted psyche.

I am independent by nature and a proud woman. I accept who I am. And
whether or not I am accepted into college, I will be true to myself and to others
around me. I will learn to carry on with every goodbye I say at school this week. I
will remember my friends and acquaintances ‘and idols and I will wish them the
best of luck in life.

The envelope that has yet to reach my house will not be a letter, but rather a
decision that 1 will make with my life. I am confused, as are most people my age
around this time but I will not look back. I will only look forward to tomorrow and

greet each day, wherever I am with a smile.
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On Achieving Success

Anonymous

We cannot travel every path. Success must be won along one line. We must
make our business the one life purpose to which every other must be subordinate.
I hate a thing done by halves. If it be right, do it boldly. If it be wrong, leave it
undone.

To live with a high ideal is a successful life. It is not what one does, but what
one tries to do, that makes a man strong.

Unceasing effort is the price of success. If we do not work with our might,

others will; and they will outstrip us in the race, and pluck the prize from our
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the woods, we return to reason and faith.There I feel that nothing can befall me in
life, no disgrace, no calamity, which nature cannot repair. Standing on the bare
ground, my head bathed by the blithe air and uplifted into infinite space, all mean
egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eye—ball. I am nothing. I see all the cur—
rents of the universal beings circulate through me; I am part or particle of God.
The name of the nearest friend sounds then foreign and accidental. To be brothers,
to be acquaintances, master or servant is then a trifle and disturbance. I am the
lover of uncontained and immortal beauty. In the wilderness, I find something
more dear and connate than in streets or villages. In the tranquil landscape and
especially in the distant line of the horizon, man beholds somewhat as beautiful

as his own nature.
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Your Key to Certain Success

A nonymous

One of the most impottant attributes an individual can have is confidence,
Confidence is invaluable in every area of life, especially in business or in achiev—
ing any degree of greatness, it is absolutely essential. Unfortunately, there are few
places we can go to learn this essential skill. Yet, it is a skill and, as such, ean
be developed with the right tools.

The first tool for gaining confidence is knowledge:knowledge of your own
strengths and limitations, and knowledge of the arena in which you wish to excel.
But knowledge alone isn’t enough. Knowledge leads to confidence only when it is
validated by experience. We test the validity of what we think or believe by
putting the theory into actual practice and gathering data or feedback from the ex—
perience. If the feedback is positive, we assume our theories are correct and act
accordingly. If the feedback is negative, the bold among us will adjust our course,
while the more timid often allow the negative feedback to stop them cold.

Confidence can be gained by knowing, understanding and correctly applying
the following formulas and factors:

(1) Knowledge + Experience + Positive Feedback = Confidence.

(2) Positive feedback comes from successful outcomes.

(3) Successful outcomes are the result of consistent practice and repeated at—
templts.

(4) Repeated attempts are possible only when we believe we will eventually
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succeed.

The formula seems to say that we must believe in our ability to succeed be-
fore we have experienced any semblance of success, and that is true. That’s
where the knowledge part of the confidence formula comes in, and why it is the
first equation in the formula. Before we can believe we will succeed without ever
having made an attempt, we must have some knowledge as to what success entails
and what strengths and abilities we bring to the mix. We must also know the truth
about “failure”.

Failure is not the result of attempting to achieve a goal ‘and falling short of
the mark. Failure occurs when we allow falling short of the mark to cause us to
quit trying. Actually, there are only two ways to fail; (1) Give up before you reach
a goal you really want; or (2) Continue on a path that is wrong for you because
you made a wrong choice initially and believe the erroneous choice is the one you
must stay with.

Suppose, for example, you got into your car intending to meet a friend at an
unfamiliar location. You get turned around on the way there and get lost.

In failure formula number one you discover you are lost and atiempt to correct
your course. However, you are too far off course for just one correction to get you
back on track, so you make another correction and another one. After three or four
corrections you decide you will never be able to find your way, so you give up,
park your car, and never reach your destination.

In failure formula number two you decide that even though you made a wrong
turn, you must stick with it because to make a new choice would mean you failed
when you made the original decision that got you lost. So you continue down the
wrong road, knowing it’s wrong, but refusing to make an. alteration because you’ ve

already made a choice, however wrong it may be. |



is completed. Should the sculptor throw out the piece condemning it as worthless
because of a blemish or nick? Of course not, where then would all the world’s
treasured art be? I doubt we would have any. How many masterpieces do you
~ think have been created in one fell -swoop, a first effort completely successful
without error, without change? Is it possible we fail to see that mankind is the
most marvelous of all works of art? A living, continuous, developing work of art.

How often have you heard the question “What is the human race coming
to”? The answer, in my mind at least, is whatever we make it, for we are the
weavers of tomorrow. You are a treasure, beyond price, one of a kind, irreplace—
ables ,not perfect hut well on your way to being a masterpiece. Do not let your
yester(iéys hinder 'torqoﬁpw'; achievements.

Again, 1 say to you that these words are merely feelingé and thoughts, one
person’s outlook and subject to change with tomorrows setting sun, as I too contin—

ue to sculpt the lump of clay given to me at birth, called self,
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to persevere after a project has begun.

General intelligence This is essential for outstanding achievement because

it involves your natural ability to comprehend difficult concepts quickly and to an—
alyze them clearly and incisively: At least that’s the way our respondénts see it—
43 percent say it is a very important ingredient of their success, and another 52
percent say it is fairly important.

_Ability to get things done Nearly three—fourths of our high achievers rank
theméelvgs “very efficie{lt” in accomplish tasks. And they agree that at least three
important qualities have helped them to dé so: organizational ability, good work
habits and diligence. _

A physics professor summarizes his success formula this w.éy, “Sheer hard,
tenacious work, with the ability to pace oneself.” He admits working up to 100
hours a week.

Besides the five lisled here, there are other factors that 'inﬁuence success:
leadership, éreativity, relationships with others, and, of course, luck. But com~
mon sense, knowing your field, self—réli’ém::e, intelligence and the ability to get

things done stand out. If you cultivate these traits, chances are you’ll succeed.

And you might even find yourself listed in Who's Who someday.




We’re Just Beginning

A nonymous

“We are reading the first verse of the first chapter of a book whose pages are
infinite...” |

I do not know who wrote these words, but I have always liked them as a re—
minder that the future can be anything we want to make it. We can take the mys—
terious, hazy future and carve out of it anything that we can imagine, just as a
sculptor carves a statue from a shapeless stone.

We are all in the position of the farmer. If we plant a good seed, we reap a
good harvest. If our seed is poor and full of weeds, we reap a useless crop. If we
plant nothing at all, we harvest nothing at all.

I want the future to be betier than the past. I don’t want it contaminated by
the mistakes and errors with which history is filled. We should all be concerned
about the future because that is where we will spend the remainder of our lives.

The past is gone and static. Nothing we can do will change it. The future is
before us and dynamic. Everything we do will affect it. Each day brings with it
new frontiers, in our homes and in our businesses, if we will only recognize them.

We are just at the beginning of the progress in every field of human endeavor.
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