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Who was Vincent van Gogh?
BRI - A - B2

Vincent van Gogh was a Dutch artist who used paintings to show

his strong feelings. He made many great paintings in his short,

sad life.
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This self-portrait shows Vincent aged 35, about two years before
he died. He was very unhappy.
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Vincent van Gogh was born in Holland on 30 March 1853. His
father was a pastor. His younger brother Theo was one of his few

friends.
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Vincent was good at drawing. He made this sketch when he
was nine years old. It shows how well he could draw what he
saw around him.
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Different jobs xmwz*

Vincent left school when he was 15 years old. He worked in
| many different jobs. His uncle got him a job with an art dealer

in London. This is a photograph of his uncle. \
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In his job Vincent saw paintings by many great artists. He liked a
French artist called Millet. In 1890 Vincent made this painting. It
looks like a painting by Millet.
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Among the poor z#zabi

Vincent found his work hard and lost his job. He then wanted
| a big change in his life. When he was 25 years old he began to
j study to be a preacher in a mining area of Belgium.
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Vincent soon left these studies and went to preach to miners. He

gave away his things to these poor people. This painting shows
some of the miners’ wives.
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Drawing his feelings sw=z

When Vincent was 27 he gave up preaching and studied art.
Then he went to join his family. Vincent’s parents had moved
to Etten, a small Dutch village.
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Vincent argued a lot with his father and other people. Vincent

shows his father’s serious face in this sketch.
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Sadness x4

Things got worse between Vincent and his family. Vincent left
home and moved around Holland and Belgium. His father died
in 1885. Vincent felt bad.
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Vincent felt happier when he was able to draw and paint. He

loved showing ordinary people at work.
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