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Lesson Overview
IR HE R

World Explorers
ROt R
Travels to Distant Lands

10001400
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(423510004} £ 1400)

By Stephen Currie

Danny Miller

7]
T'ravels to Distant Lands”
describes the travels of three
early explorers—Norseman
Leif Ericsson, Italian Marco
Polo, and Muslim Ibn
Battuta. One of the greatest
challenges for explorers in
the 11th and 12th centuries
was figuring out how to
get where they were going.
Maps and charts were crude.
Sea voyagers in their tiny
ships feared legendary
boiling seas and monsters
as well as real dangers, such
as contrary winds and storms
at sea. For those who traveled
by land, tales of dragons
and dog-headed people
added to the very real
hazards of dust, mud, heat,
and cold. The journeys of
Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,
and Ibn Battuta contributed
to better charts and maps
and encouraged others to
begin an age of exploration.

A lack of safety and
technology hindered Europear
travel during the Middle Ages
Still, trade between Europe
and the Fast flourished.
Medieval travelers included
colonists, merchants, and
pilgrims. (1) Leif Ericsson
was a Viking who led Norse
colonists from Greenland to
Vinland in North America
about A.p. 1000. This Vinland
colony eventually failed, and
there is still uncertainty as to
the exact location. (2) Marco
Polo traveled to China as a
merchant in 1271. He was
influential in Kublai Khan's
court and explored vast

areas of China. (3) Ibn Battuta
a Muslim pilgrim, traveled the
14th-century Muslim world
and beyond. Both Polo

and Ibn Battuta expanded
contemporary understanding
of the world through

their writings.

Lea l:ning Obiectives

. makelud ments




Activate Prior Knowledge
Show students a world map
and tell them that today it takes
about 12 hours to fly from
Europe to Asia. Explain that 800
years ago, it took Marco Polo
three years to complete the
same journey, and that it was
difficult and dangerous to travel
that far. Ask students to think
about why travel might have
been so dangerous long ago.
Write their ideas on the board.
! Tell students that they will be
reading about explorers from
 this time period who dared
to make long journeys.

Have students copy the chart
below. As they read, students
can fill in reasons why
Europeans were interested
in visiting distant lands.

Preview
Give students time to preview
“Travels to Distant Lands”. Ask:

What time period will you be
reading about?

Which world explorers are
featured in “Travels to Distant
Lands”?

What objects or people do you
recognize in the illustrations?

What distant lands will you
be reading about?

Set Purpose

Ask students whether they
have read other books similar
to the one they are about to
read. Also ask them to think
of reasons why they will

be reading the book. Help
students set a purpose for
reading.

[ Explorer

Reason for visiting distant lands

My Notes

§ Vocabulary Strategy:
Determine Word Knowledge
Activity Master, Page 14

Explain to students that certain
words, such as caravan and
seafaring, are usually associated
with travel and exploration. As
they read, tell students to think
about the vocabulary words
used in “Travels to Distant
Lands” that relate to these
topics. Have them write what
they already know about each
word on the Activity Master on
page 14. Tell them they can use
“Travels to Distant Lands” to
figure out what the words
mean and to write what they
learn about each word.
Students can then use each
word in a sentence about
exploration. Students will be
using these words:

canal saga
longship Silk Road
pilgrim yurt
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Focus on Reading (continued)

=I Draw Conclusions
Activity Master, Page 15
Assign each part of “Travels to
Distant Lands” as independent
reading. Explain to students
that people use facts and details
that they read and what they
already know to draw
conclusions.
As an example, direct them to
page 4 in “Travels to Distant
Lands”. Europeans believed that
people in some cultures had
the heads of dogs. They also
believed that there were people
in Africa and Asia who were
headless and whose faces were
located in their chests. Explain
that they might conclude from
this that Europeans around the
year 1000 knew little about the
world beyond their immediate
boundaries. Students can use
the Activity Master on page 15
as a guide to help them draw
conclusions as they read.

Strategy Tip: Summarize

If students have difficulty
understanding the content of
the various parts, encourage
them to summarize or retell in
their own words the important
points in each part. Students
can do this with a partner,
checking one another on what
they understand the passage

to mean. Passages that remain
unclear may be clarified in
class discussion.

Initiate a class discussion to
assess reading comprehension.
Ask questions such as:

In the early days of exploration,
why did sailors stay close

to shore as they traveled?
(draw conclusions)

Would you have traveled with
one of the three explorers
mentioned in “Travels to
Distant Lands”? Why

or why not? (make judgments)

Describe the highlights of each
explorer’s voyages. (summarize)

How was future exploration
influenced by the achievements
of these men? (recognize
cause-and-effect relationships)

What were the events that led
up to the Vikings’ discovery
of Vinland?

(identify sequence of events)

Writing and Research: Write a
Journal Entry (descriptive)
Activity Master, Page 16

Encourage students to imagine
that they have accompanied
Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,

or Ibn Battuta on their travels.
They can select one of the

places mentioned in “Travels to

Distant Lands” and write a
journal entry describing their
experience.

Students can use the Activity
Master to organize their ideas.
Suggest that they use “Travels
to Distant Lands” and other
resources to learn more about
the places their explorer visited.
Communicating: Viewing

Make a Poster

Students can make a poster to
go along with their journal
entry. The poster should
provide viewers with a visual
representation of what the
journal writer experienced.
Maps, pictures, and diagrams
may be used. Display posters
for the class to view.

Students making the poster
should

v present material in an organized
and interesting manner

v include captions where needed to
explain images

v give their poster a title

Viewers should

v determine the main ideas

v read captions carefully

v ask questions to clarify
understanding




TV Special on Exploration
Organize students into small
groups. Each group should
research one of the explorers
described in “Travels to Distant
Lands”. Be sure that each
explorer is covered. Tell
students that they are to
prepare a TV special on their
explorer. One student might
report on the explorer himself,
another on the journey,
another on the places visited,
and another on the views of
other cultures—the native
inhabitants of the visited
lands. Students can use “Travels
to Distant Lands” and other
sources for information, maps,
and pictures. Provide time

for students to present

their programs.

Map

Activity
Activity Master, Page 17
Students can use the map on
the Activity Master on page 17
to locate and label places
visited by the Muslim traveler
Ibn Battuta. Students should
focus on places mentioned in
“The Pilgrim Who Wandered
the World”. They can use the
map to answer the questions

_about the journey.

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of “Travels to
Distant Lands”.

Questions

Students can answer the

following questions.

1 Why did Leif Ericsson sail from
Greenland to Vinland?

2 Why were Europeans interested in
Asia during the Middle Ages?

3 What was Marco Polo’s relationship
with Kublai Khan?

4 What is the hajj? What role does
it play in the Muslim religion?

5 What were |bn Battuta’s impressions
of Russia and China?

Assessment Activity

Have students prepare a display
ad inviting others to join one
of the explorers on his journey.
What jobs are available? What
qualifications do people need?
What can people expect to see
and do? What hazards might
there be on the journey? What
is the purpose of the journey?
Ads should

v organize information clearly

¢ be colorful and eye-catching

v use vivid language

v use correct grammar and mechanics

Multiple-choice Test
See the multiple-choice test on
page 56.

Science

Marco Polo, while in mountains
in Asia, noticed that fire did not
burn well at high altitudes. One
ingredient was in short supply.
Have students write an entry
and/or create a diagram for a
science textbook illustrating the
three things that are necessary
to make a good fire. These
things are oxygen (air), fuel,
and a source of heat or energy
to ignite the fire.

s

Have students share with their
families what they have learned
about Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,
and Ibn Battuta. Students can
discuss with their families what
“distant lands” they would like
to visit one day and why. Parents
may describe distant lands that
they have visited and what they
found the most interesting.

If possible, students and their
families should use a map, atlas,
or globe to locate the places
they discuss.

Travels to Distant Lands
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Travels to Distant Lands
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By Stephen Currie
Danny Miller

Learning Objectives

= Travels to Distant Lands”
describes the travels of three
early explorers—Norseman
Leif Ericsson, Italian Marco
Polo, and Muslim Ibn
Battuta. One of the greatest
challenges for explorers in
the 11th and 12th centuries
was figuring out how to

get where they were going.
Maps and charts were crude.
Sea voyagers in their tiny
ships feared legendary
boiling seas and monsters

as well as real dangers, such
as contrary winds and storms
at sea. For those who traveled
by land, tales of dragons
and dog-headed people
added to the very real
hazards of dust, mud, heat,
and cold. The journeys of
Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,
and Ibn Battuta contributed
to better charts and maps
and encouraged others to
begin an age of exploration.

A lack of safety and
technology hindered European
travel during the Middle Ages.
Still, trade between Europe
and the East flourished.
Medieval travelers included
colonists, merchants, and
pilgrims. (1) Leif Ericsson
was a Viking who led Norse
colonists from Greenland to
Vinland in North America
about A.D. 1000. This Vinland
colony eventually failed, and
there is still uncertainty as to
the exact location. (2) Marco
Polo traveled to China as a
merchant in 1271. He was
influential in Kublai Khan’s
court and explored vast

areas of China. (3) Ibn Battuta,
a Muslim pilgrim, traveled the
14th-century Muslim world
and beyond. Both Polo

and Ibn Battuta expanded
contemporary understanding
of the world through

their writings.




Focus on Reading

Activate Prior Knowledge

Show students a world map
and tell them that today it takes
about 12 hours to fly from
Europe to Asia. Explain that 800
years ago, it took Marco Polo
three years to complete the
same journey, and that it was
difficult and dangerous to travel
that far. Ask students to think
about why travel might have
been so dangerous long ago.
Write their ideas on the board.
Tell students that they will be
reading about explorers from
this time period who dared

to make long journeys.

Have students copy the chart
below. As they read, students
can fill in reasons why
Europeans were interested
in visiting distant lands.

Preview
Give students time to preview
“Travels to Distant Lands”. Ask:

What time period will you be
reading about?

Which world explorers are
featured in “Iravels to Distant
Lands”?

What objects or people do you
recognize in the illustrations?

What distant lands will you
be reading about?

Set Purpose

Ask students whether they
have read other books similar
to the one they are about to
read. Also ask them to think
of reasons why they will

be reading the book. Help
students set a purpose for
reading.

Explorer

Reason for visiting distant lands

My Notes

% Vocabulary Strategy:
Determine Word Knowledge
Activity Master, Page 14

Explain to students that certain
words, such as caravan and
seafaring, are usually associated
with travel and exploration. As
they read, tell students to think
about the vocabulary words
used in “Travels to Distant
Lands” that relate to these
topics. Have them write what
they already know about each
word on the Activity Master on
page 14.Tell them they can use
“Travels to Distant Lands” to
figure out what the words
mean and to write what they
learn about each word.
Students can then use each
word in a sentence about
exploration. Students will be
using these words:

canal saga
longship Silk Road
pilgrim yurt
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Focus on Reading (continued)

% Read Strategically:
Draw Conclusions
Activity -Master, Page 15

Assign each part of “Travels to
Distant Lands” as independent
reading. Explain to students
that people use facts and details
that they read and what they
already know to draw
conclusions.

As an example, direct them to
page 4 in “Travels to Distant
Lands”. Europeans believed that
people in some cultures had
the heads of dogs. They also
believed that there were people
in Africa and Asia who were
headless and whose faces were
located in their chests. Explain
that they might conclude from
this that Europeans around the
year 1000 knew little about the
world beyond their immediate
boundaries. Students can use
the Activity Master on page 15
as a guide to help them draw
conclusions as they read.
Strategy Tip: Summarize

If students have difficulty
understanding the content of
the various parts, encourage
them to summarize or retell in
their own words the important
points in each part. Students
can do this with a partner,
checking one another on what
they understand the passage

to mean. Passages that remain
unclear may be clarified in
class discussion.

12

Responding

Initiate a class discussion to

assess reading comprehension.
Ask questions such as:

In the early days of exploration,
why did sailors stay close

to shore as they traveled?

(draw conclusions)

Would you have traveled with
one of the three explorers
mentioned in “Travels to
Distant Lands”? Why

or why not? (make judgments)

Describe the highlights of each
explorer’s voyages. (summarize)

How was future exploration
influenced by the achievements
of these men? (recognize
cause-and-effect relationships)

What were the events that led
up to the Vikings’ discovery
of Vinland?

(identify sequence of events)

% Writing and Research: Write a
Journal Entry (descriptive)
Activity Master, Page 16

Encourage students to imagine
that they have accompanied
Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,

or Ibn Battuta on their travels.
They can select one of the
places mentioned in “Travels to
Distant Lands” and write a
journal entry describing their
experience.

Students can use the Activity
Master to organize their ideas.
Suggest that they use “Travels
to Distant Lands” and other
resources to learn more about
the places their explorer visited.

Communicating: Viewing

Make a Poster

Students can make a poster to
go along with their journal
entry. The poster should
provide viewers with a visual
representation of what the
journal writer experienced.
Maps, pictures, and diagrams
may be used. Display posters
for the class to view.

Students making the poster
should

v/ present material in an organized
and interesting manner

v include captions where needed to
,explain images

v give their pestesa title
Viewers should

v determine the main ideas
v read captions carefully

v ask questions to clarify
understanding




Extend and Assess

TV Special on Exploration
Organize students into small
groups. Each group should
research one of the explorers
described in “Travels to Distant
Lands”. Be sure that each
explorer is covered. Tell
students that they are to
prepare aTV special on their
explorer. One student might
report on the explorer himself,
another on the journey,
another on the places visited,
and another on the views of
other cultures—the native
inhabitants of the visited
lands. Students can use “Travels
to Distant Lands” and other
sources for information, maps,
and pictures. Provide time

for students to present

their programs.

Map
Activity
Activity Master, Page 17
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Students can use the map on
the Activity Master on page 17
to locate and label places
visited by the Muslim traveler
Ibn Battuta. Students should
focus on places mentioned in
“The Pilgrim Who Wandered
the World”. They can use the
map to answer the questions
about the journey.

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of “Travels to
Distant Lands”.

Questions

Students can answer the

following questions.

1 Why did Leif Ericsson sail from
Greenland to Vinland?

2 Why were Europeans interested in
Asia during the Middle Ages?

3 What was Marco Polo's relationship
with Kublai Khan?

4 \What is the hajj? What role does
it play in the Muslim religion?

5 What were Ibn Battuta’s impressions
of Russia and China?

Assessment Activity

Have students prepare a display
ad inviting others to join one
of the explorers on his journey.
What jobs are available? What
qualifications do people need?
What can people expect to see
and do? What hazards might
there be on the journey? What
is the purpose of the journey?
Ads should

v organize information clearly

v be colorful and eye-catching

v use vivid language

v use correct grammar and mechanics

Multiple-choice Test
See the multiple-choice test on
page 56.

Science

Marco Polo, while in mountains
in Asia, noticed that fire did not
burn well at high altitudes. One
ingredient was in short supply.
Have students write an entry
and/or create a diagram for a
science textbook illustrating the
three things that are necessary
to make a good fire. These
things are oxygen (air), fuel,
and a source of heat or energy
to ignite the fire.

Have students share with their
families what they have learned
about Leif Ericsson, Marco Polo,
and Ibn Battuta. Students can
discuss with their families what
“distant lands” they would like
to visit one day and why. Parents
may describe distant lands that
they have visited and what they
found the most interesting.

If possible, students and their
families should use a map, atlas,
or globe to locate the places
they discuss.

13




Name Travels to Distant Lands

Vocabulary: Determine Word Knowledge

Each word below relates to travel or exploration. In the second column,
write what you already know about each word. Then use “Travels to Distant
Lands” and its notes to write a sentence about travel or exploration.

pilgrim

14 Activity Master: Vocabulary




Name Travels to Distant Lands

Reading: Draw Conclusions

You draw a conclusion by putting together facts and details with
what you already know. Use the facts and details in “Travels to Distant Lands” to
draw conclusions, or use the conclusion to supply supporting facts and details.

1. The last Viking settlers who tried to establish a colony on Vinland simply vanished.
From the facts given on page 13, conclude what you think might have happened to them.

2. What facts and details support the conclusion that the Vikings were well equipped to
make long sea voyages to distant lands?

3. Read the section entitled “It's a Mystery” on page 21 of “Travels to Distant Lands”.
Draw a conclusion as to why Marco Polo did not mention these things in his book.

4. Look at the picture on page 29. It shows a Muslim house of worship in Mali around
the time Ibn Battuta visited there in the 1300s. What conclusion can you draw about
culture in Mali at that time?

Activity Master: Reading Strategies 15



Name Travels to Distant Lands

Writing: Prewriting

Imagine that you have accompanied one of the explorers in “Travels to Distant
Lands”. Write an entry in your journal about one of the places you have
visited or one of the events on the journey. There are questions below that will
help you organize your ideas. Use information from “Travels to Distant Lands”
to help you write your journal entry.

1. What is your job on the journey? Why did you decide to join the explorer?

2. What is the best thing about the journey? What is the worst thing abp@tthei“mi

MULOARLANAAN I

3. What place or event will you wtite about in your journal er

16 Activity Master: Writing



