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Writing Section Directions

Make sure your headset is on.

This section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic

environment. There will be two writing tasks.

For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer
a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you
will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

Now listen to the directions for the first writing task.

Writing Based on Reading and Listening Directions

For this task, you will first have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic.
You may take notes on the passage if you wish. The passage will then be removed and you
will listen to a lecture about the same topic. While you listen, you may also take notes.

Then you will have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the
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relationship between the lecture you heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the
question as completely as possible ﬁsing information from the reading passage and the
lecture. The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion. You will be
able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your

notes to help you answer the question.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words long. Your response will be
judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the
content. If you finish your response before time is up, you may click on Next to go on
to the second writing task.

Now you will see the reading passage for three minutes. Remember it will be available
to you again when you write immediately after the reading time ends. The lecture will
begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture is over.

Directions:

You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged
on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the
points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective
response will be 150 to 225 words.

Altruism is a type of behavior in which an animal sacrifices its own interest for that of
another animal or group of animals. Altruism is the opposite of selfishness; individuals

performing altruistic acts gain nothing for themselves.

Examples of altruism abound, both among humans and among other mammals.
Unselfish acts among humans range from the sharing of food with strangers to the donation
of body organs to family members, and even to strangers. Such acts are altruistic in that they
benefit another, yet provide little reward to the one performing the act.

In fact, many species of animals appear willing to sacrifice food, or even their life,
to assist other members of their group. The meerkat, which is a mammal that dwells
in burrows in grassland areas of Africa, is often cited as an example. In groups of
meerkats, an individual acts as a sentinel, standing guard and looking out for predators
while the others hunt for food or eat food they have obtained. If the sentinel meerkat
sees a predator such as a hawk approaching the grou;‘), it gives an alarm cry alerting the

.
i
i

v

f
|

PP ]

«,,..,,_.__‘...._._.‘




other meerkats to run and seek shelter. By standing guard, the sentinel meerkat gains
nothing—it goes without food while the others eat, and it places itself in grave danger.
After it issues an alarm it has to flee alone, which might make it more at risk to a
predator, since animals in groups are often able to work together to fend off a predator.
So the altruistic sentinel behavior helps ensure the survival of other members of the

meerkat’s group.

Narrator

Now listen to part of a lecture on the

topic you just read about.

Professor

You know, often in science, new findings
force us to re-examine earlier beliefs
and assumptions. And a recent study of

meerkats is having exactly this effect. The
study examined the meerkat’s behavior quite closely, much more closely than had ever
been done before. And some interesting things were found...like about eating habits...
it showed that typically meerkats eat before they stand guard—so the ones standing
guard had a full stomach! And the study also found that since the sentinel is the first to
see a predator coming, it’s the most likely to eseape...because it often stands guard near
a burrow, so it can run immediately into the burrow after giving the alarm. The other

meerkats, the ones scattered about looking for food, are actually in greater danger.

And in fact, other studies have suggested that when an animal creates an alarm, the
alarm call might cause the other group members either to gather together or else to
move about very quickly, behaviors that might actually draw the predator’s attention
away from the caller, increasing that animal’s own chances of survival.

And what about people—what about some human acts that might be considered
altruistic? Let’s take an extreme case, uh, suppose a person donates a kidney to a
relative, or even to a complete stranger. A selfless act, right? But...doesn’t the donor
receive appreciation and approval from the stranger and from society? Doesn’t the
donor gain an increased sense of self worth? Couldn’t such non-material rewards be
considered very valuable to some people?
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Altruism is a type of behavior in which an animal sacrifices its own interest for that of
another animal or group of animals. Altruism is the opposite of selfishness; individuals

performing altruistic acts gain nothing for themselves.

Examples of altruism abound, both among humans and among other mammals.
Unselfish acts among humans range from the sharing of food with strangers to the
donation of body organs to family members, and even to strangers. Such acts are altruistic
in that they benefit another, yet provide little reward to the one performing the act.

In fact, many species of animals appear willing to sacrifice food, or even their life, to
assist other members of their group. The meerkat, which is a mammal that dwells in
burrows in grassland areas of Africa, is often cited as an example. In groups of meerkats,
an individual acts as a sentinel, standing guard and looking out for predators while the
others hunt for food or eat food they have obtained. If the sentinel meerkat sees a predator
such as a hawk approaching the group, it gives an alarm cry alerting the other meerkats
to run and seek shelter. By standing guard, the sentinel meerkat gains nothing—it goes
without food while the others eat, and it places itself in grave danger. After it issues an
alarm it has to flee alone, which might make it more at risk to a predator, since animals
in groups are often able to work together to fend off a predator. So the altruistic sentinel
behavior helps ensure the survival of other members of the meerkat’s group.

Question:

Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast
doubt on points made in the reading.

Now get ready to answer the question.

You may use your notes
to help you answer.

Narrator
Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast
doubt on points made in the reading.
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Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience

Directions:

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state,
explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write,

and revise your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will .
be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas,
the organization of your essay, and the quality and accuracy of the language you use to
express your ideas.

If you finish your essay before time is up, you may click on Next to end this section.

When you are ready to continue, click on the Dismiss Directions icon.

Directions:

Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.

Question:

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Good teachers are more important to a child’s development than
good parents.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

FHESEERAPNHEE . SASEMBNIEE. FIESEABIIEERE
HEFE204y 50N, SERR150~225FWIMESC, NZE At Bl ER o T h &R N 2
PAXTEE A3 HT . FHEAESSL BEERFB A0 28N, 5ER300FCL RSB H
ITESC. TN BIEFLEIT A,

PHEAEMST BIEE RS AETE30 8hNsE k30070 ERBESTEBRITESC, TR
Frife. EMFSEHITE (Well-Organized Structure) | SEAREMIER (Strong Elabora-
tion of Ideas) . BES1E#EE (Grammatical or Idiomatic Use of Language) ,
WXEERFTLUES, BEBERERSIE R RES TEML TS MRERGE :
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(1) #IFARMEM:  (Flexibility in the Choice of Words) ;
(2) &#zAEtE  (Variety of Sentence Structures) ;
(3) 5BH3CEFRE  (One or Two Figurative Sentences: Stylistic Devices) ;
(4) BH3cfbNi#E (If Possible, One or Two Personal Examples and Proverbs,
Quotations or Idioms: Cultural Connotation) ;
(5) BREMER; (Echo With the First Paragraph: Circle) .

r kA R PE

iR RGN, NAEEESERIAN, REFARRE, FTZ28HE—
EREERES . BEESEEFR, mEMBTREE, RESS1EXCHERR
A, B, “HiNA” BESBARSERENREHN, AF TRERIHES
Bik, BEEECEBRREINANLARER, BRE “®IAA", F—ELH
I thinks,in my opinion, HL7] AT 8 174).

Personal experience showcases that... In my light, ...
From my perspective, ... In my stance, ...
Personally speaking, ... I reckon, ...

I uphold the idea that, ... I propose, ...
As far as I know, ... I advocate, ...

Ve AEBRR R B, A—& g Afirstly, secondly, thirdly %, WA
THIRIERI KR RRIE

The first reason to support my opinion is that...

Another essential reason why I firmly hold this view is that...

Another problem is that...

Initially, what makes me support this is that...

Something is always top of the list of my argument.

Something constitutes another reason for my opinion.

An additional factor involves (concerns)...

The main reason lies on...

Furthermore, something is a consideration.

Besides, something should be taken into account.



The most important thing to realize is that...

BN A FIR, A8 ffor examplesfor instance, 7] FILAT &8

TR

The following example can better illustrate the idea. |
Take something as an example....

Another case is that,...

To illustrate...

Such as...

Namely...

BEVESCE RN, ME&RA—E 8 Hinaword, ] FILATF g iamksk .
Judging from all the evidence offered above, we can arrive at this conclusion...
From what has been mentioned above, it is not difficult to assert this summary that...

In short, ... In brief, ...

Allin all, ... In conclusion, ...
In summary, ... In sum, ...

To conclude, ... To summarize, ...
To sum up, ... To wrap up, ...

In a nutshell, ...

Bk, BAEEBESCEFERN, "TLA% B~ %A% AL,

XAEERATCARS IR ERE H. Bihan: Fk “BRTWEL” , F—& 8 Hnet
addiction, WRLATREiAARFR, XEEHFR “FERTHE” , BEN, &
RIFZE H R AT LAER EHEADINIER

~ internet lover net surfer
~ net worm net buff
’ net maggot mouse potato
internet-literate no stranger to the net

eyes are glued to the net

Xin, F#on “BRET A—EaHfire, FTHLATREIAGRES, XLEHER

w~ “fRRT , PILI%BAE A ERIRHEAER

ax ‘ boot
sack kick out
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dismiss : lay off v @
downsize get the pink slip '
show sb the door

B, WEFRR R, EEPIAE T RENRERRRL:
1B 5% fake commodity

188 illegal alcohol

18 T false money = counterfeit money

1B 3t artificial flower

Bk (At ) synthetic fur

{8 # phony voice

1R #& affected feeling = affectation of affection

XHEER, EFEESEPOMRAERET, WTFHmSHNIER RIE,
Fltn, Fomr “BEAIKS . " A~—&H “He misses his hometown.” B4 T RiE
HICEAR RIS -

Long distance can’t rip him apart from his home. 3£ % 3 RB7 % % %,

Homesickness lingers in his mind. & % tHf A X #BEZ Rk,

Homesickness is like lingering perfume. & %, KK,

There is no sanctuary like home. £Z &R Z 5B,

Home is where his heart targets. £ 25 Z B,

He is a kite while his hometown is the thread. #. 2R %, #& & % FHHEK,

X4, For “XENE, EAHER, ” A—EH “He was surprised and
happy, so he couldn’t say a word.” B RJLAM 7 RIGRIRERRER, XLhaTF
WREREH “MEm B RAHIER EA.

He was too surprised and happy to utter a word.

He was so excited that the words failed him.

His excitement is beyond expression.

Words failed him since he was struck by excitement.

Excitement deprived him of all power of utterance.

He found no word to express his happiness.

AL, REEEHFENSSEMETR RGN, XEABHARK.
EIREOHNREXEXER B, NmFT3EE, SAURFNER, A
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XAEESIT FEM, BTRIERE TEOEX, KT RIAEDNRER.

& H : Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the
best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Throughout my life, I have been lucky enough to have a very good relationship
with my parents. They have supported me, given me necessary criticism, and taught
me a great deal about how to live my life. Parents can be very important teachers in our
lives; however, they are not always the best teachers.

Parents may be too close to their children emotionally. Sometimes they can only

see their children through the eyes of a protector. For example, they may limit a child’s

freedom in the name of safety. A teacher might see a trip to a big city as a valuable new
experience. However, it might seem too dangerous to a parent.

Another problem is that parents may expect their children’s interests to be similar

to their own. They can’t seem to separate from their children in their mind. If they love
science, they may try to force their child to love science too. But what if their child’s
true love is art, or writing, or car repair? ‘

Parents are usually eager to pass on their values to their children. But should

children always believe what their parents do? Maybe different generations need different
ways of thinking. When children are young, they believe that their parents are always
right. But when they get older, they realize there are other views. Sometimes parents,
especially older ones, can’t keep up with rapid social or technological changes. A student
who has friends of all different races and backgrounds at school may find that his parents
have narrower views. A student who loves computers may find that her parents don’t
really understand or value the digital revolution. Sometimes kids have to find their own

ways to what they believe in.
The most important thing to realize is that we all have many teachers in our

lives. Our parents teach us, our teachers teach us, and our peers teach us. Books and
newspapers and television also teach us. All of them are valuable. Parents are not
always the best teachers.

XEVE X RRRE, Ik AR, A/A “I think” , Wi HEH
“however” EMLA I HE., BT RIEAE B AR Mfirstly, secondly,
thirdly, A% flemotionally, another problem, usually, the most important thing

to realize is that 4> I 23, FH T HIEAMREHE,



