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Preface Secretary of Fujian Provincial Party Committee, Chen Mingyi

President Jiang Zemin points out that the key to the strategy of rejuvenating China through science and
education is talent. Fujian Province has long cherished a tradition of attaching importance to education and
talent, and, as a result, has produced a large number of distinguished elite in science and technology. In
the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, there are as many as 91 aca-
demicians, either of Fujian origin or with working experiences in Fujian. They are the founders in many
disciplines of modern Chinese science and technology whose achievements represent the highest level of
Chinese scientific and engineering technology. The painstaking labour of these academicians is embodied in
a great many scientific and technological achievements, in fields ranging from “Goldbach’s conjecture” to
“the Project of Humance Gene Analysis”, from “synthetic cow insulin” to “the two bombs (i.e. the first
atomic and H-bombs), one satellite”, and from the great discovery in the field of astronomy to the explo-
ration of geological resources. These people are the pride of Fujian, who made outstanding contributions to
the prosperity and rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as well as the social and scientific developments in
Fujian Province.

A panoramic picture of these academicians is presented in Stories of Academicians and Sketches of
Academicians, which are compiled by Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Public Health Committee of the
Standing Committee of the People’s Congress of Fujian Province, Economic and Scientific Committee of Fu-
jian Political Consultative Conference, the Personnel Department of Fujian Provincial Government and the
Science Association of Fujian Province. From the vivid descriptions in the two books, readers can have a
true understanding of the academicians’ dedication to their courses, feel their patriotism towards mother-
land, and appreciate their colourful lives. So the books are sure to be instructive materials to all, teenagers
in particular, in their scientific and patriotic significance.

Mankind will step into a new century with mushrooming advances characterized by information technol-
ogy in science and technology and with the intensifying competition of the comprehensive national power
backed up by science and technology. As regards the reform and opening-up and modernization in Fujian
Province, however, the time from now on through the first ten years of the next century will be a signifi-
cant period. Under the current circumstance of the construction of socialist spiritual civilization, it is an im-
portant task to deliver the scinetific spirit and advance those scientists’ devotion to their courses. It is
hoped that the appearance of these two books will carry on the tradition of valuing education, science and
talent and enhance the implementation of the strategy of rejuvenating Fujian Province through science and
technology. It is also hoped that readers will draw inspirations from the books and will keep striving for

forging ahead and making continuous progress.
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Working on the 60cm reflecting
telescope.
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Astronomer. Born on February 16, 1902, Minhou, Fujian Province, and died on July 21, 1986. Gradu-
ated from the Department of Astronomy, University of Chicago in 1926. Received Ph.D. in astronomics from
Yerkes Observatory in 1929. Research professor, director and honorary director, Purple Mountain Observa-
tory, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Zhang discovered the asteroid, No. 1125, and named as “China”. In more than 30 years, he observed
and was in charge of the observation of the precise positions of more than 7000 asteroids and comets and
discovered over 80 asteroids and 3 new comets which were named as “Tsuchinshan”. In the early 1957,
he made original research on the orbits of artificial satellites with the fundamental theories of celestial
mechanics. He opened up and led the astronomical reserch in several fields and obtained a number of im-
portant achievements. He conducted a great amount of research on the astronomical history, astronomical
instrument design and astronomical popular science and promoted academic exchange and cooperation.

He was elected Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1955.
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Nuclear physicist. Born on January 9, 1910, Hui’an, Fujian Province , and died on November 5, 1992.
Graduated from Yanjing University in 1931. Received Ph.D. in Cambridge University, UK in 1938. Re-
search professor, director and honorary director, Institute of High Energy Physics, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences.

Zhang was mainly engaged in the experimental research of nuclear physics and cosmic ray physics and
made prominent achievements. He identified the N. Bohr drop model and invented the polymitus spark
counter. In the late 1940s, by studying the cosmic rays with the aid of a cloud chamber in the US, he
confirmed that there is no strong interaction between the muon and the nucleus and verified the existence
of the muonic atom in his investigation of the muon absorption, thus initiating a new research topic about
the muonic atom. He made important contributions to the research on A-hyperon and particle dispersion,
the basic work of constructing Beijing Electron and Positron Collider, and the establishment of cosmic ray
laboratory on mountains.

He was elected Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1957.
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Astronomer. Born on January 15, 1923, Fuzhou, Fujian Province. Graduated from Mawei Naval College
in 1943 at Chongging, and carried out advanced studies on shipbuilding at the Royal Naval College,
Greenwich, England. In 1950 he joined the staff of University of London Observatory, thus began his ca-
reer as an astronomer. He returned to China in 1953. Research professor and honorary director of Beijing
Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences,  hororary president of the Chinese Astronomical
Society, and deputy to the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth National People’s Congress.

Wang was reponsible for the building up in China the research work of radio astronomy, and is one
of the founders of modern Chinese astrophysical researches.

In 1955-1957, he was in charge of the task of the completion of improvement of the securacy of
Chinese Time Service at Shanghai Xujiahui Observatory. In 1958, he set up the work of radio astronomy in
China, and has since been leading the construction of radio astronomy department of Beijing Astronomical
Observatory. In the 1990s, Wang, together with Su Dingqiang and others, developed a noval design named
the “Large Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spectroscopic Telescope (LAMOST)”, which is accepted by the
State and listed as one of the major project of the National Fundamental Research Program. In the period
of his service at the Divison of Mathematics and Physics, CAS, he planned, promoted and coordinated the
work of Chinese astronomy as a whole, framed the strategy for the development of Chinese astronomy ac-
cording to the condition of our country, and initiated nation-wide investigation and discussion of major pro-
jects for the development of Chinese Astronomy. As a strategical measure, he made as much effort as he
could in the cultivation of young generation astronomers.

He became Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1980.
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Prof. Shen (first left, front row) with delegates of the
Aeronautics  Group for the Conference of the National

Twelve-Year Scheme for the Development of Science and
Technology.
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Aerodynamics specialist and educationist in the field of aeronautic engineering. Born on April 28,
1916, Fuzhou, Fujian Province. Graduated from Tsinghua University in 1940. Received Ph.D. from the Im-
perial College of Technology, London University, UK in 1945. Professor, Tsinghua Univeristy, professor,
president and honorary president, Beijing College of Aeronautics, and honorary president, Beijing University
of Aeronautics and Astronautics.

In his early years, Shen verified that in high subsonic flow, regular local supersonic flow may occur
near nearly circular cylinder and limit line will not turn up until the Mach number increases to a specific
value. He has been engaged in education and scientific research for over 40 years. He was responsible for
the preparation and establishment of Beijing College of Aeronautics in 1952. Soon afterwards, he was in
charge of the organization of teaching processes and the direction of scientific research of the College. He
played an important role in the determination of the guiding ideology, organization of the specialties, ar-
rangement of curricular programs, development of teaching personnel and experimental equipment, expecially
in timely setting up new specialties in the College.

He was elected Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1980.
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