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For this volume we have followed the text
given in Series III, Volume 2 of the Beethoven
Gesamtausgabe (Munich 1984). For further
information on the presentation of the text, the
nature of the sources, and the history of the
work’s origins, early performances and publi-
cation, readers are hereby referred to the
preface and critical report of that volume.

Beethoven jotted down his first idea for a
Concerto in ¢ minor independently of any
sketch during his extended concert tour of
1796, perhaps after a concert at the Berlin
court in May or June: “Zum concert aus C moll
pauke bej der Cadent” (To the Concerto in C
minor kettledrum at the cadenza). Shortly
thereafter, he took up this concept again in a
second draft with the wording “im Concert bej
der Cadenz” (in the Concerto at the cadenza).
The emancipation of this kettledrum motif no-
tated at such an early stage functions as the
central compositional element of the first
movement and — harking back to Mozart’s ex-
ample — emphasizes the military character of
the Concerto. Since a lost sketchbook dating
from the years 1799/1800 probably contained a
number of interrelated sketches to this work,
there is reason to surmise that Beethoven had
originally intended to play this Concerto in ¢
minor in his first benefit concert in the Hof-
burgtheater on 2 April 1800. This is supported
by the dating of the paper used for his manu-
script.

This autograph of the score (Staatsbiblio-
thek zu Berlin. PreuBischer Kulturbesitz,
Musikabteilung mit Mendelssohn-Archiv: Mus.
ms. autogr. Beethoven 14), accessible again
since 1977, is the only extant copy of op. 37 in
Beethoven’s hand and its notation in three
clearly distinguishable inks brings to light
three phases of its origin. This source also
shows that Beethoven had written in a first ink
no more than an approximative final version of
the first movement and a rudimentary sketch
of the second before the concert on 2 April
1800. This is the reason why Beethoven then

turned to his Concerto in C major, which he
now performed not in its first version but in
the final version prepared especially for this
occasion. His attempts to obtain one of the
Lent concerts in the Hoftheater in 1801 and
1802 were unsuccessful. But his request of
1802 caused him to undertake discernible revi-
sions in the first movement of the autograph,
the most important of which was preserved as
score reduction in the KeBler sketchbook as
well (folio 15r). The first integral copy used by
Beethoven as soloist at the premiere in the
Theater an der Wien on 5 April 1803 can be
situated in Mus. ms. autogr. Beethoven 14 at
the intermediate stage following the revision of
the second movement and the subsequent ini-
tial notation of the third movement. This stage,
recognizable in both movements by the conse-
quent use of a second ink, was designated by
Beethoven as “Concerto 1803”. Although the
solo part was continuously written in this stage
and almost final in its overall form, it was far
from being completely notated for both hands.
Beethoven then undertook a new revision in a
third ink, touching upon all the movements
and expanding the upper range from its origi-
nal peak tone g> u to c*. This revision affected
the solo part exclusively and has the quality of
a homogeneous drafting phase, internal to the
autograph. This unusual coexistence in one au-
tograph of the final version of the orchestral
part as well as the ulterior draft of the solo
part makes this document an example of an
autograph in progress.

These revisions in the autograph of the
score originated concurrently with Beet-
hoven’s preparation of separate sheets con-
taining the solo part volume, intended for a
performance of the Concerto by Ferdinand
Ries. After several postponements, Ries made
his debut with this work in Schuppanzigh’s
“Augarten” concerts on 19 July 1804, present-
ing the solo part for the first time in its final
version. Besides the peculiarities of the auto-
graphic source, Ries himself attests the former



existence of this separate solo part: “The piano
part of the C-minor Concerto was never com-
plete in the score. Beethoven wrote it out on
separate pages just for me” (cited from: Franz
Gerhard Wegeler/Ferdinand Ries, Biogra-
phische Notizen iiber Ludwig van Beethoven.
Coblenz 1838, p. 115). Together with the or-
chestral parts, the piano part was turned over
soon after Ries’ performance to the Bureau
des Arts et d’Industrie where it served as the
engraver’s model for the original edition pub-
lished in Vienna in November 1804. Since all
the manuscripts for engraving have been lost,
the authentic reading of the piano part has to
be reconstructed by interpolations between the
final versions of the autograph and the text of
the original edition, rendered unavoidable
since the latter has come down to us in two

stages: ante and post correcturam. But as far
as the orchestral part is concerned, the auto-
graph of the score is in complete accord with
the original edition.

The engraved solo part volume contains an
unfigured outer-part reduction for the tutti ab-
breviations. The part thus notated fullfills,
like in op.19 moreover, a double function: it is
a performance and conducting part for the so-
loist and can be used for home music making.
The clear differentiation between Solo and
Tutti shows that this continuously notated part
was not intended to be played as an accompa-
niment of the tutti.

Bonn 1987, revidiert im Sommer 1999
HANS-WERNER KUTHEN
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