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Abstract

The theme discussed in Blood Is Thicker Than Water is the
kinship system of the Han society.

Researches attributed by previous scholars have got fruitful re-
sults, that nearly every item has great studies focused on. Howev-
er, as an organic whole, the Han’s kinship system has not been
systematically investigated, yet, especially not a thorough explana-
tion on its sub-systems is still absent.

To make for this deficiency, the 7-month field work on which
this book is based had been done at Gao Village, a Han village in
North China. The author’s discussion is as follows.

First, the Han’s body representation system has been inspec-
ted in the field work and the Han’s social consanguinity is de-
scribed. Second, taking the idea as the logic starting point, the
author reviews the Han’s marriage institution and presents a system-
atic analysis on various forms of marriages. Different kinds of social
statuses involved in marriage institution is identified. Third, the
inheritance in Gao Village, especially the house dividing institu-
tion, is induced and analysed. The author focuses on the charac-
teristics of property in two different situations trousseau and living a-
part with devided family property. Then the author offers a criterion
on whether a house dividing is ultimately accompolished. The last
two problems investigated in this book are the boundary and struc-
ture of a family, which is the basic kinship unit of the Han society,

and the kinship presented in funerals.
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