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ENGLISH WRITING I

Part One

Sentence Rhetoric



Unit 1 Sense of the Sentence

A sentence is a word group that has a subject and verb and expresses a complete
thought. Sentence sense refers to the ability to recognize an effective sentence and skill to

construct original sentences..

Sentence for Discussion q

® The heenish cirg dended frugly in the gendful klupe.

A. English Sentence Patterns

Pattern 1: Subject-Verb (8-V)
® The fire burns.
@ Birds fly.

® The students registered.

Pattern 2: Subject-Verb-Direct object (S-V-DO)
® We all passed the examination.
® Policemen chase criminals.

®  Astudent of Class 2 broke the window.

PaRérn 3: Subjebi-Verb—IridiréCt object-Direct object (S-V-10-DO)
®  Mr. Brown teaches us philosophy.
® Bobby gave the walls two coats of paint.
® The quarterback passed Jerry the ball.

® The candidates for governor promised the voters lower taxes.

Pattern 4: Subject-Linking verb-Predicative (S-LV-P)
® Jane is my sister.
¢  The roses smell sweet.
® The pickles taste sour

® The president looked angry.



Pattern 5: Verb- Subject (V-S) and Common Inversions

There were two correct answers.

On the desk was a pile of old books. (V-S)
In rushed the happy children. (V-S)

What beautiful roses they are! (P-S-LV)

What a queer story you've told. (I0-S-V)

B. Modifying Basic Sentence Patterns

The subject-verb structure, the basic unit of thought that comprises a sentence, can be

expanded by attaching to it related word groups called phrases and clauses. These word

groups permit us to add variety and depth to our statements. For example, if you are using

the simplest pattern, Subject-Verb, you might write a sentence like the one below:

The dogs barked.

You may easily expand your sentence by adding details (in either form of word groups)

that answer one or more of the questions below:

When? Where? How? Why?

Thus, your expanded sentence might read like this:

The dogs in the pound (where) barked loudly (how) last night (when) because some cats

were howling outside (why).

1. Enlarging Through Phrases

A phrase may be defined as a group of related words without a subject and a verb

and used as a single part of speech. The most common phrases are prepositional,

participial, gerund, and infinitive.

a. Prepositional Phrases

The prepositional phrase may be used as an adjective to modify a noun.

The manager of our branch office submitted her request for a leave of absence.

The prepositional phrase may be used as an adverb to modify the verb or other



modifiers and answer the question when, where, why, how, to what extent, under
what conditions, etc.

®  Allfinal examinations are given in spring (when) at the main campus (where).

®  Afiler staying awake all night (when) with a raging toothache (under what condition),

Claudia was completely exhausted.
b. Participial Phrases

Participial phrases, beginning with —ing or —ed verb form, always function as
adjectives.
® Having treated the patient, the doctor closed her bag and left the room. (participial
| ‘phrase modifying doctor)
® Penned in by his thoughtless owners, the dog became extremely vicious. (participial
phrase moditying dog)
® The threatening letter sent by the accused was used as evidence in the murder trial.

(participial phrase moditying /etter)

¢. Gerund Phrases
The gerund phrase, like the present participle, begins with a verb form ending in
-ing; but unlike the participle, it is always used as a noun. Therefore the gerund
phrase may serve as either the subject or the object of a sentence.
® Skiing on ice is very dangerous. (gerund phrase used as a subject, answéring the
question “what is dangerous?”)
® The teacher dislikes listening to lame excuses. (gerund phrase used as an object,

answering the question “dislikes what?”)

d. Infinitive Phrases

The infinitive phrase functions as a noun, an adjective, or an adverb.
® To please everyone in the room would be‘an impossible task. (infinitive phrase
functioning as the subject)
® We gathered to hear the election results. (infinitive phrase used as an adverb

answering the question why)



® He gave us permission to begin our work. (infinitive phrase used as an adjective
moditying permission)
® We planned to leave as soon as possible. (infinitive phrase used as a direct object)
2. Expanding with Clauses

There are two kinds of clauses: independent (or main) and depen_dent (or
‘subordinate). An independent clause contains a complete thought and therefore stands
alone. It may consist of simply a subject and a verb, or it may contain modifiers.
®  Students study.
®  Some students study very hard.

A dependent clause, on the other hand, does not stand alone. Although containing a
subject and a verb, it begins with a relative pronoun (whom, who, which, that) or a
subordinate conjunction (if, as, since, because, while, when, etc.) that makes it
dependent upon the main clause. |

® Jack fought a battle that he couldn’t win.

® Martha, who just celebrated her sixty-fifth birthday, is now jogging around the block.

® Since Peter is érriving Jate, we shall start dinner without him.
Because dependent clguses function as single parts of speech, they can be classify
into adjective, adverbial, and noun clauses.
a. Attributive Clauses
An attributive clause modifies a noun or pronoun, and is usually introduced by a

relative pronoun
® Jim is the student who has been nominated for an academic award.

®  Mr. Flynn, who has just been appointed Principal, was one of my former teachers.

@ The new car that is parked in my driveway belongs to my brother.

b. Adverbial Clauses

An adverbial clause can modify a verb, an adjective, or another adverb, and it is

usually introduced by a subordinate conjunction. An adverbial clause will answer the



questions when, where, why, how, to what extent, and under what conditions.
® He has not eaten anything since his dog was killed by a car. (adverbial clause
answering the question when)
® Marianne cannot take us to dinner because she spent all her money. (adverbial clause
answering the question why)
® The injured basketball player looked as if she were going to faint. (adverbial clause

answering the question how did she look)

¢. Noun Clauses

A noun clause functions like a noun or pronoun, and can therefore be the
subject, object, or predictive of a sentence. The major difference between noun
clau_ses and other dependent clauses is that, in most cases, you cannot remove the
noun clause and still have an intelligible sentence.

®  That he could play any position on the field was obvious. (noun clause functioning as
the subject)

® We suggested that he write his final essay. (noun clause functioning as the object)

® | willinvest in whatever company | think will make money. (noun clause functioning as
an object of a preposition)

® The indisputable fact is that we lost money last year. (noun clause functioning as a

predictive)



EXERCISES

L. Write the sentence pattern in the blank before each of the following sentences. Then

generate a new sentence using the same pattern.

Example: DO-S-V What notes his daughter often wrote!
___ 1. What nonsense your brother often speaks of!
2. All students enjoy some form of music.
3. The candy tastes too sweet.
4. Penguins cannot fly.
__ 5. The professor gave the students his favorite lecture.
6. On the mantel were two candles.
7. The cheerleaders were studying.

8. The actors assumed their stage roles.

9. The water often becomes muddy.

10. Jane served her guests coffee and cake.

II. Modify the sentences below by adding appropriate phrases and clauses to answer the
questions that follow the sentences.
Example: The player quit the team. (Which player and why?)
|
The player wearing the number 76 on his jersey quit the team in order to go
into business for himself.
1. A friend attended the concert. (Whose friend? Where or when?)
The student failed the course. (Which course and why did he fail it?)
She plans to take a vacation. (When? Where?)
Joan served Mark dinner. (When? Why?)
There are many jobs advertised. (Where? What kind?)
The rolls taste especially good. (What kind? Why?)
Polly did not give Joe a Christmas gift.(Why?)

® NS AW

The man moved toward the policeman. (Which man? How?)



Unit 2 - Sentence Fragment

A fragment is a word group set off as a sentence that lacks.one or more of the essential
elements of a sentence. Any one of several errors may cause you to mistake an incomplete

thought for a complete thought. Below are some of the common ones.

1. Mistaking the -ing word for a verb
® The old man sitting on the porch.
® Wondering what his son was going to do.
® The worst job of all, cooking Father's meals to suit him.

®  Calling her dog as loudly as she could.

What do these constructions have in common? They are all fragments. An -ing word
is never the verb in a sentence unless you also use an auxiliary verb: am, is, are, was, were,
have/has been, etc. You can make these fragments into sentences by adding auxiliary
verbs or subjects and auxiliary verbs.

® The old man was sitting on the porch.
® . Mr. Smith had been wondering what his son was going to do.
® The worst job of all was cooking Father's meals to suit him.

® My neighbor was calling her dog as loudly as she could.
2. Mistaking a dependent clause for a sentence

Like an independent clause, a dependent clause has a subject and verb. However, a
dependent clause does not express a complete thought because it begins with words
(subordinating conjunctions) that show that the word group depends on another structure

for meaning. Some words and phrases that introduce dependent clauses are listed below.

after although as as soon as because
before if since so that though
unless until when where while

The presence of words such as these should alert you to beware of writing a

fragment.



