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Unit 1

A TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION IN EDUCATION

.

(98]

=

W

. a) What are the similarities between today’s classrooms and those of the past?
b) According to the writer, why should schools change?

a) prevalent lecturing emphasis on drill

b) changes in our world introduce superficial improvements

To what extent have computers been used in schools?
networking capacity deliver lessons convenient and efficient

How will the role of computers change in schools in the future?
degree of individual instruction curriculum tailored to

What are a) the advantages and b) disadvantages of the application of computer technology
to education?

a) print out achieve “cultural literacy”

b) quality control information and misinformation

. a) What makes education much more complicated than in the past?

b) Why?
a) new and rapidly changing roles



e

b) change job regularly career paths - life situations

6. What are the possible effects of enhanced understanding of the genetic basis of learning on
education?
doom moral dilemmas be restricted to

7. Why is the conservative tendency of education not necessarily an evil according to the
writer?
with respect to transmission of values conservative approach

Work In pairs and cre

i b p ence with your partner,
then answer the followin g

1. What kind of activities do you usually have during English classes?

2. What kinds of technology do you use in your classroom? What do you think of them?

3. What do you think of the information on the Internet? Do you know how to spot
misinformation?

4. Why do you think many young people today constantly change their jobs? Will you do the
same after graduation?

5. If you were a teacher, what would you do if you knew, from genetic information available,
that a certain student in your class is doomed to fail?

6. Do you have any worries about the side effects of medical and biological development on
education?




Work in pairs and create a long dialogue in which one pe
‘abandon the idea that human beings should design th
‘engineering mmkethbm fitto differentjobs.

Mrsuades the other to
hrough genetic -

Think again about Passage A you have just read. Can you tell the class about its main idea?
Make your own comments on the impacts of technologies on education.

1. A man went to a tailor and a suit, in size thirty-eight.
2. But my experience, you look like a size forty.
3. As a teacher, in order to improve, I need to that says I am still a size

thirty-eight after thirty years.

4. 1 should look critically at my own . When I am honest with myself,
no one knows me better.

5. If I insist that I can only teach while I am wearing a size thirty-eight suit, then I am
teaching.

6. Every school system has limits, but frequently the limits we
ourselves are the most restrictive.

7. It may be useful the tailor, and measure ourselves.

8. A tailor doesn’t give to sizes.

9. Using this kind of value neutral language may help us be ___ourselves.




Increasingly, students will come from diverse backgrounds and will have

Each student will be able to choose from a multitude of knowledge providers the form of
instruction and courses :

How can colleges students
with such diverse backgrounds and individualized educational goals?

Students study for a defined number of hours, earn credits for each hour of study, and, after
, earn a degree.

With the increasing number of educational providers, the individualization of education, and
the growing diversity of the student body, that : o

ToHelp You

buzzword: a word or phrase related to a specialized subject A {E, 1%



1. What are the advantages of Computer Based Training (CBT) mentioned in the passage?

2. What indicates that the students have sufficient command of what has been studied in order
to proceed to the next level?

3. How does CBT help students solve their problems in their studies?

4. What’s your idea of e-learning (Computer Based Training and Web Based Training)? In what
way can they help the students receive education?

5. What's the difference between CBT and real classroom training? What are the advantages of
CBT? | ; ‘

6. Is CBT promising in the near future? Will it play a leading role in education?

Passage 2

Integrated Task 1
Tryto ahswer the following questions based on the passage you have just heard.

1. When did the speaker start to listen to advice concerning her future?

2. On what background knowledge did the speaker base her first list of advice?

3. According to the speaker, when is your brain most likely to make you do the wrong things?

4. What kinds of environmental problems are mentioned?

5. The author gives some advice on how to become a successful woman or one of the greatest
minds. To what extent do you agree to her point of view?

6. Do you agree that good writing is the most important skill for college graduates?




Imagine you are A and your partner B. Tell the main idea of the passage and create a dialogue
on how computers can aid students’ learning like preparing papers online, exchanging views
with teachers and classmates, having papers corrected, getting grades online, taking tests
online, etc.

LISTENING
v

ding Short Conversations

1. (A) She was busy with organic chemistry.
(B) She didn’t take the personal computer to class.
(C) She doesn’t like computers.
(D) Her computer was not working properly.

2. (A) Because he was watching football match.



10.

11.

(B) Because he doesn’t like educational television programs.
(C) Because he thought it was boring and hard to read the board.
(D) Because he was busy studying other subjects.

. (A) Their teacher skips class a lot.

(B) They want to watch more movies.
(C) They are not learning enough in class.
(D) The movies in the class are hard to understand.

. (A) The teacher misses the chalk dust.

(B) It is easier to read than the blackboard.
(C) The teacher doesn’t have chalk dust on his suit any more.
(D) PowerPoint makes things clearer.

. (A) Because the class was better than her classmate expected.

(B) Because she wants to use the computer.
(C) She is excited to be taking biology.
(D) Because the computer is stranger to her than the microscope.

. (A) Because they think cheating is silly.

(B) Because someone used his mobile phone to cheat.
(C) Because the mobile phone rang at the wrong time.
(D) Because the student who was cheating got caught.

. (A) No, they expected an easy life with time to think.

(B) No, they thought life would contain more free time to play.
(C) Yes, they knew it would be tough this term.
(D) No, they thought they would have more class time to read.

. (A) Students miss the classes frequently.

(B) Students study too much outside of class.
(C) Students attend too many classes.
(D) They feel the class size and frequency are not appropriate.

. (A) It is because there are not enough teachers.

(B) They are adjusting to growth.
(C) They have no more classrooms.
(D) There are some rough years to go through.

(A) They are lazy and don’t like to think.

(B) They are part of the modern dilemma.
(C) They can’t just memorize things.

(D) They need to concentrate on their majors.

(A) Using the mouse is critical.

(B) Learning typing is unexpectedly useful.

(C) It is really useful to learn how to send e-mails.
(D) Using the Internet is a good skill to have.




