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Gulangyu A Symphonic Poem for Piano and Orchestra
(Op.66)

The music was composed in response to an invitation from the Third
Gulangyu International Piano Festival in 2006,but its origin dates back to
the 1990s. The music is dedicated to Gulangyu, The Island of Pianos, and
Li Weiming and Xu Feiping,two friends of the composer, had accepted the
invitation by then.“Will you please compose for Gulangyu?”Xu sent a large
amount of text and audio materials to the composer to give him a better
understanding of the island. It is so legendary that such a small island has
groomed so many talents for our nation. Master pianist Xu is one of them,
while the statue of Zheng Chenggong represents our national spirit. The
composer is grateful to God that he could accept the offer to make his wish
a reality.

This poem for piano and orchestra is a partita of piano symphony
consisting of a brief introduction,a concise theme,14 variations and a
wonderful coda. The music is put in a big frame, where deft piano skills,
beautiful orchestral color and a mix of domestic and western musical
languages are fully rendered. In the fantastic musical rendition, expression
of feelings overwhelmingly outnumbers actual description.

With Zheng as the conductor, the music was debuted by the Xiamen
Philharmonic Orchestra in August 2006 as a piece for the finals of the
Third Gulangyu International Piano Festival and the National Youth Piano
Competition. Its global debut was performed by first price winning Shen Lu

at the music awards ceremony.
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Gulangyu A Symphonic Poem for Piano and Orchestra S
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