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Abbreviations & Symbols

adj. adjective int. interjection
adwv, adverb lit. literary
AmE American English med. medical
BrE British English n. noun
C countable (noun) - para(s). paragraph(s)
Ct. compare pass. passive
cont, continued pl. plural
ed. edition prep. preposition
e.g. example pron. pronoun
ESL English as a second language sci. science
esp. especially sing. singular
etc, et cetera sl. slang
euph. euphemistic tech. technical
fig. figurative U uncountable (noun)
fml formal usu. usually
hum. humorous v. transitive and intransitive verb
Le, that is vi. intransitive verb
infml informal ot transitive verb
and
$ to separate British Pronunciation (left) {from American Pronunciation (right),
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Reading

I Pre-reading Activities

A. Listening and speaking

Listen to the recording, Then work with a partner and answer the following questions.
1) What does this passage mainly tell us?

2) What are the causes of the generation gap?

3) What are children expected to do in a more traditional society?

4) What is the best way to narrow the gap?

B. Brainstorming

Work in groups and give three to five more words and expressions about the following topics.

1) Family members:

aunt, elder / older brother ,

2) Marital relationships:
divorced, engaged,

C. Pre-reading questions

Work with a partner and answer the following questions,

1) Has it ever occurred to you that you might owe something to your parents? If so, what do you
think you owe them?

2) If you think you owe your parents a lot, how will you repay them?

3) How should you treat parents who are difficult to honor?

4) Are you willing to live with your parents after marriage?

11 Reading Comprchension

A. Reading for the main idea

Read the text aloud and summarize the main idea with one complete sentence.




Text
What Do Children Owe Their Parents

Ann Landers

# What do children owe their parents, anyway? Not just married children, but all children—from
six years of age to sixty-six. No one can speak for everyone, but since this question has been raised
by many people groping for answers, I shall try to respond.
B First, let’s start with teenagers. Here are the basics: You owe your parents consideration,
loyalty, and respect. The biblical injunction “Honor thy father and thy mother” is simple and clear.
“But what if they are drunks and abusive and failures, not only as parents but as human beings?
Are we still supposed to ‘honor’ them? Do we still owe them consideration, loyalty and respect?”
~ This question is often put to me. “Yes,” is my answer. Honor them because they gave you life,

Give them consideration and loyalty for the same reason.
B Consideration is a word that needs no definition, but loyalty as it relates to the family is
sometimes vague. What does it mean? It means hanging in there when things go wrong. It means
keeping family matters inside the family. The child who speaks ill of his parents and runs them
down to outsiders says more about himself than he says about them.
B Respect is difficult to bestow when it hasn’t been earned—and sad to say, some parents have not
earned. If you feel your parents have not earned your respect, try to find it in your heart to substitute
understanding and compassion. Granted, this is a great deal to ask of a teenager, but if you can do it, it
will help you grow as a person. Look beyond the brittle facade and you’ll see people who are bitterly
ashamed of their inability to measure up. They’re insecure and shaky—struggling with unresolved problems
stemming from their childhood. To fail as a parent is extremely painful. They suffer a lot. But most
parents are not drunks, nor are they abusive. They are plain, ordinary people with good intentions and
feet of clay—trying desperately to survive in a dangerous, untidy world. They are out there every
day, on the front lines, battling inflation, obesity, chronic fatigue, obsolescence, and crabgrass.
B Nearly 48 percent of the work force in America today is female. This means great numbers of
mothers are wearing two hats, or three. They’re working at part-time (or full-time) jobs, trying to
run a house, raise children, and participate in community activities. What do children owe parents
who fit this description? Here are the fundamentals. They owe them prompt and honest answers to
the following questions:

® Where are you going?

® Who are your companions?

® How do you plan to get there?

® When will you be home?

B Teenagers frequently write to complain that their parents want to pick their friends. Do they
have a right to do this? This answer is, “No. ” I never fail to point out, however, that when parents
are critical of a teenager’s friends, they usually have a good reason. Bad company can be bad news,
but in the final analysis, the choice of friends should be up to the individual. If he or she makes
poor selections, he or she will have to pay for it.

B Parents have the right to expect their children to pick up after themselves and perform simple

household chores. For example, every member of the family over six years of age should clean the
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bathtub and the sink so they will be in respectable condition for the next person. He or she should
also run errands and help in the kitchen if asked—in other words, carry a share of the load without
feeling persecuted. The days of “hired help” are, for the most part, gone. And this is good. Boys
as well as girls should be taught to cook and clean, do laundry, and sew on buttons. This is not
“sissy stuff. ” It makes for independence and self-reliance.

B What do teenagers and college students owe their parents in terms of time and attention?
There’s no pat answer. Some parents are extremely demanding; others are loose hangers. Some
children can’t wait to move out of the house; others must be pushed out. A college student shouldn’t be
expected to write home every day, but certainly a postcard once a week isn’t asking too much if
parents wish this. A phone call (collect, of course) on Sunday should not be impossible to manage
if parents want it. What about vacations? Do children owe it to their parents to come home, rather
than go to Fort Lauderdale or to a ski resort? Yes, they do, if the parents want them home and are
footing the bills for education and transportation.

B What do working children who live at home owe their parents in terms of financial compensation? The
following letter is typical of what I read at least two dozen times a week;

Dear Ann Landers .

Our daughter is twenty-six years old. She chose business school over college and is now
number-one secretary to the president of a large firm. We are pleased that Terry still lives
with us and doesn’t want an apartment of her own, but I feel we are being taken advantage
of .

Terry has no savings account. She buys ex pensive clothes , has her own car , vacationsin
Europe., and doesn’t give us one cent for room and board. She pays the telephone bill,
because the long-distance calls are hers. I do her laundry, clean her room, fixr her
break fast every morning , and dinner whenever she wants it.

Our home is paid for and Terry knows we are not hard up for money, but it would be
aw fully nice to have a little extra coming in. My husband says not to “rock the boat” or she
might move. What do you say? If you believe she should pay—how much? Thanks for your
help, Ann,

A Pittsburgh Mom
1 replied,

Dear Mom :

Terry should give you 20 percent of her paycheck. If she thinks she can get lodging ,
break fast, laundry, and maid service elsewhere for less—let her try it.

The fact that you are not hard up for money is no excuse for your daughter’s
sel fishness. Sharethis letter with your husband ; and I hope together you will muster up the
courage to talk to Terry prompily.

Bl When sons and daughters marry, things change considerably. Even though parents have a
tendency to forever think of their children as “children,” they should be granted a totally different
status when they establish a family unit of their own. Should Mom be forever and always the
number-one woman in Sonny’s life? Not at all. A loving mother willingly relinquishes that place to
her daughter-in-law. She remembers how she felt about her husband’s mother when she married.
By the same token, a kind and thoughtful daughter-in-law will be considerate of her husband’s
mother so she will not feel displaced. Life’s cycles have an ironic way of evening up the score. The
4



woman who finds herself with a mother-in-law problem might do well to think ahead a few years
when her son will marry and she will become the mother-in-law.,
[ ] Getting down to specifics, what do married children owe their parents in terms of time and
attention? According to my readers, this is a major problem among marrieds in their thirties and
forties. Here are some questions from this week’s mailing;

From Lubbock, Texas:

My mother telephones me at least four times a day. She wants to know if the children
ate a good break fast , who wore what at a party last night » what am [ fixing for supper,
has my husband’s boss said anything about a raise ...?

From Nashville, Tennessee:

My husband ’s mother asks me every two weeks if I am pregnant yet. She keeps
reminding me that I'm not getting any younger and she would give anything to have a
grandchild. The woman is getting on my nerves.

From Richmond, Virginia:

My husband’s parents are in their mid-seventies. He spends at least five hours every Saturday
driving them to the supermarket, the dentist, the doctor, the pharmacy, the optometrist, the
greenhouse , the dry cleaners, and so on. My in-laws have two daughters who live in town,
but they never bother them—my husband is the one they run ragged. Does he owe them this
kind of service?

From San Diego, California;

My mother is 64, a widow, attractive, and well-read. When we have guests for an
evening , she's hurt if she isnt included. Ilove her dearly, but Mom has strong opinions and
I have the feeling our friends resent her. Am I obliged to include her because she is my
mother?

B There are no rules to cover every situation, but here are suggestions that can be tailored to fit
a great many:
® Countless people are also victims of friends who have black-cord fever—also known as
telephonitis. The best protection against these types is to develop a technique for getting off
the phone after a reasonable period of time. The victim should have prepared sentences handy
and read them when the need arises. Sample: “Sorry, dear. I have a million things to do this
morning and I must hang up now. We'll talk again soon. ”
® People have no right to complain about being trapped or taken advantage of if they don’t
have the gumption to assert themselves, 1 tell them repeatedly, “No one can exploit you
without your permission.” This includes refusing to answer “nun-uvyer-bizniz” type
questions. Sample comeback: “Now why in the world would you be interested in that?”
® No woman owes her in-laws grandchildren. Any person who pressures a woman to “give
us a grandchild” should be put in her place.
® Running errands and chauffeuring aged parents can be time- and energy-consuming, but it
may be essential when no alternatives exist. If there are other children (or nieces and
nephews) who might help out, they certainly should be asked to do so. Where time is more
valuable than money, a paid driver may relieve a lot of tension.
® Including parents in social activities is not essential, and parents should not expect it. No

€XCUSes are necessary.



